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State Specific Guideline
for Queensland

This Guideline has been prepared by the Australian Government and the
Queensland Government. It is intended to assist processors from Queensland,
who process raw logs into another form, in understanding the regulatory
framework in Queensland in order for them to carry out their due diligence
obligations under the Illegal Logging Prohibition Regulation 2012, which
supports the lllegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012.

This Guideline was co-endorsed by the Australian and Queensland Governments
on 16 June 2015
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Who is a processor?

For the purposes of lllegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012 (the Act), a processor is a person
who processes Australian grown raw logs into something other than a raw log. This includes
activities such as the processing of Australian grown raw logs into woodchips, sawlogs, pulp,
or other timber products.

The Act also specifies that a processor needs to be a constitutional corporation, or a person
processing the raw logs:

e on behalf of a constitutional corporation, the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth
authority

e for trade with other countries or between Australian states or territories; or within a
state or territory.

Entities which are not constitutional corporations, and therefore not regulated under the Act,
include:

state authorities not established as a body corporate
partnerships

unincorporated associations

individuals.

Product sourced interstate

The Australian Government developed state specific guidelines in collaboration with relevant
government officials in each state to provide information on the laws in force in the place of
harvest to assist processers to carry out due diligence obligations. For processors who source
raw logs interstate, they should refer to the state specific guideline developed for the state the
timber was harvested in.

The guidelines allow processers to identify the information they can obtain in order to be
confident that the raw logs they process present a low risk of having been illegally logged.



What is required under the new law?

The Act restricts the movement of illegally logged timber into Australia at the border, for
imported timber and timber products; and at timber processing mills, for domestically grown
raw logs.

The Act seeks to address the harmful environmental, social and economic impacts of illegal
logging, including forest degradation, habitat loss and threats to sustainable livelihoods.

The Act defines illegally logged as:

‘...in relation to timber, means harvested in contravention of laws in force in the place
(whether or not in Australia) where the timber was harvested.’

The Illlegal Logging Prohibition Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) prescribes due diligence
for the regulated community, that is, Australian importers of regulated timber products (for
the purposes of the Act, a regulated timber product is a product listed in Schedule 1 to the
Regulation) and Australian processors of domestic raw logs. Under the Regulation, the
regulated community has to undertake a due diligence process to minimise the risk of
sourcing illegally logged timber.

Due diligence requirements for processors include the following steps:

Step 1: Information gathering

Step 2: Assessing and identifying risk against a timber legality framework (optional)
or a state specific guideline (optional)

Step 3: Risk assessment (if required)
Step 4: Risk mitigation (if required)

Further information about the Act and the Regulation is available at
www.agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging.

This guideline is intended to assist a processor of Australian raw logs from Queensland to
comply with the due diligence requirements of the Regulation.

Information or evidence listed in this guideline is not an exhaustive list of evidence or
documentation required to satisfy due diligence requirements under the Regulation. The
Regulation should be referred to for a complete list of the information required to be gathered
to satisfy due diligence requirements.

Information gathered by applying this guideline, along with any other information gathered in
accordance with the Regulation, needs to be assessed in accordance with the processes
outlined in the Regulation to identify the risk that a regulated timber product is, is made from,
or contains illegally logged timber.



How timber harvesting is regulated in Queensland.

Timber harvesting in Queensland is regulated by the Forestry Act 1959, the Nature
Conservation Act 1992, the Vegetation Management Act 1999 and associated policies and
codes. The relevant government departments and the applicable laws they are responsible for
are:

Forestry Act 1959

Native forests on State land

The State owns the native forest timber on State land and can authorise the harvesting of
State-owned timber under the Forestry Act 1959 (Forestry Act). State land includes State
forests, timber reserves, forest entitlement areas, local government road reserves and various
land leased under the Land Act 1994. The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF)
administers the Forestry Act and is the principal provider of native timber sourced from State
land.

Native forest timber on State land sold or provided to a log processor must be authorised
under the provisions of the Forestry Act. The authority will be in the form of a sales permit,
which specifies the location, species, quantity and conditions under which the log timber can
be harvested (see Attachment A). A record of the species, quality and quantity of log timber
removed must be recorded on an accountable docket prior to being transported to the
processor (see Attachment B).

The State charges the processor for the value (royalty) of logs removed under an applicable
sales permit and issues a tax invoice itemising the area from which the logs came from, the
species, quality, quantity and value (see Attachment C). The State oversees, monitors and
audits compliance with the terms and conditions of the sales permit and the Code of practice
for native forest timber production on the QPWS forest estate 2014, and to verify the species,
quality and quantity of logs removed from a specified location on State land.



Private plantations on State land

Plantation forests on State land in Queensland are managed, grown and harvested by
HQPIlantations Pty L.td (HQP), a private company, which was granted a 99-year plantation
licence issued under the Forestry Act by the Queensland Government in 2010. This means
that HQP now owns the plantation forests and log timber on the areas covered by the licence -
although the land underlying these plantations and associated native forest buffer areas is still
State land.

HQP sells plantation timber to processors under commercial supply agreements.

A record of the date, species, product grade, quantity and relevant sustainable forest
management certification of log timber removed from the harvest area is recorded on a
load docket prior to being transported to the processor. HQP charges the processor for the
value of logs removed under the commercial supply agreement and issues a tax invoice
itemising the harvesting location, the species, quality, quantity, value and depending on the
nature of agreed chain of custody arrangements with the customer, and the relevant
sustainable forest management certification(s).

Verification of the legality of logs sold by HQP is undertaken as part of regular, independent
third party certification reviews to both the Australian Forestry Standard and Forest
Stewardship Council sustainable forest management standards. HQP also directly oversee,
monitor and audit compliance with the terms and conditions of the commercial supply
agreement to verify the species, quality and quantity of logs removed from the specified
plantation forest.

Vegetation Management Act 1999

Under the Vegetation Management Act 1999, native forest harvesting on freehold land must
comply with the practices in the Managing a native forest practice — a self-assessable
vegetation clearing code (the code). The code applies to areas shown as Category B on the
regulated vegetation management map (available at www.dnrm.qld.gov.au).

The code provides for the selective harvesting of native timber on freehold and Indigenous
land for the purpose of producing value-added products (other than woodchips for export) for
an ongoing forestry business. The code specifically requires that landholders maintain
documentary evidence of the sale of products.

Before harvesting commences, the owner of the land must notify the Department of Natural
Resources and Mines (DNRM) using the Vegetation management notification form for
self-assessable vegetation clearing codes (see Attachment D).

Nature Conservation Act 1992

The Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Nature Conservation Act) prohibits harvesting on the
protected area estate (e.g. National Parks) and regulates the harvesting of restricted plant
species (those species classified as endangered, vulnerable, near threatened and special least
concern) on all other tenures in Queensland.

Harvesting of protected plant species prescribed as restricted plants (e.g. native sandalwood -
Santalum lanceolatum) must satisfy the relevant legal requirements and be authorised under

the Nature Conservation Act. The authority is in the form of a protected plant harvesting
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licence (see Attachment E). The licence must be obtained prior to conducting any harvesting
of restricted plants.

More information on the legislative requirements concerning protected plants under the
Nature Conservation Act can be found at the Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection website at www.ehp.qld.gov.au.

Other relevant laws that relate to legal timber

Local government planning schemes

Log timber sourced from privately owned native forest and plantations on freehold land may
be subject to local government requirements implemented through planning schemes.

Identifying legal product from Queensland

State Land

Native forests on State land

Documentation that may assist processors to undertake their due diligence requirements for
native forest sourced logs from State land includes:

e A sales permit (Attachment A), which is identified by a unique number, issued under
the Forestry Act specifying who the sales permit has been issued to and the general
area of harvesting supply zone, species, type, quality and quantity of logs to be
harvested.

e A tax invoice (Attachment C) issued by the State of Queensland through the
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) for payment of a royalty owing for
harvested native log timber, itemising the area from which the logs came from, the
species, quality, quantity and value as well the sales permit, identified by its invoice
number, under which the logs were lawfully sourced.

Private plantations on State land

Documentation that may assist processors to undertake their due diligence requirements for
plantation log timber sourced from the HQP plantation licence area includes:

e A commercial supply agreement with HQP specifying the locations, species, quality
and quantity of logs to be harvested

e A tax invoice issued by HQP for the purchase of harvested plantation log timber
specifying the area from which the logs came from, the species, quality, quantity,
value and the relevant sustainable forest management certification number and
removals docket number/s.

Freehold land

Documentation that may assist processors to undertake their due diligence requirements for
native forest sourced logs from remnant forests on freehold land includes:

7



e An emailed confirmation of lodgement including the lodgement reference number,
received from DNRM, confirming that the Vegetation management notification form
for self-assessable vegetation clearing codes (Attachment D) has been provided to
DNRM for managing a native forest practice.

Harvesting protected plants

In addition to the legal requirements outlined above that relate to specific land tenure, if
restricted plants (as defined by the Nature Conservation Act) are harvested, whether it is from
freehold or State land, further documentation will be required. The documentation that may
assist processors to undertake their due diligence requirements for raw logs sourced from
restricted plants is a Protected plant harvesting licence (see Attachment E) under the Nature
Conservation Act, specifying the location, species and quantity to be harvested within the
specified time period.

The processor may be required to keep a record of the details of the transaction. More
information on the record-keeping requirements can be found in the Nature Conservation
(Wildlife Management) Regulation 20006 available at www.legislation.qld.gov.au.

Local government planning schemes

The required evidence, if any, will depend on the local government planning requirements
relevant to the area from which the logs are sourced. Processors are advised to contact the
relevant local government.



Relevant government resources

Queensland legislation, policies and codes

Forestry Act 1959:
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/F/ForestryA59.pdf

Land Act 1994: https://www.legislation.gld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/L/LandA94.pdf

Vegetation Management Act 1999:
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.aw/LEGISLTN/ACTS/1999/99AC090.pdf

Nature Conservation Act 1992:
https://www.legislation.gld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/N/NatureConA92.pdf

Managing a native forest practice — A self-assessable vegetation clearing code:
https://publications.qld.gov.au/storage/f/2014-08-04T23%3A17%3A15.199Z/managing-
native-forest-practice-code.pdf

Relevant non-government resources

Forest Stewardship Council Australia
Public certificate search: info.fsc.org/
Australian Forestry Standard Ltd

Find certified: www.forestrystandard.org.au/find-certified/find-certified




Who should I contact for further information?

Australian Government

“  Department of Agriculture

QUEENSLAND
GOVERNMENT

Department of Agriculture

GPO Box 858 Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

Canberra City ACT 2601

Phone: 02 6272 3933 GPO Box 46

Brisbane QLD 4001

. . . Phone: 07 3896 3111
www.agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging

forestproducts@daf.qld.gov.au

illegallogging(@agriculture.gov.au
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Attachment A

Example of sales permit

Queensland
Government

SALES PEEMIT xxxxxxxxx
FOR GETTING OF HARDWOOD SAWLOGS / POLES / GIRDERS
/ CYPRESS SAWLOGS

Issued to

[PERMITTEE NAME]
(ACN xx)

Department of Agriculture, Ficsheries and Forestry
GPO Box 46

EBrisbane QLD 4001

Australia
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SALES PERMIT XXXXXXXXX

FOR THE GETTING OF HARDWOOD SAWLOGS /POLES / GIRDERS / CYPRESS
SAWLOGS

GRANTED BY: THE STATE OF QUEENSLAND as represented by the Chief Executive,
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (ABM 66 934 348 189) of Level 6,
80.Ann Street, Brshane, Queensland 4000 (“the Chief Executive”).

TO: [ PERMITTEE NAME] (ACN xxxx) of [ADDRESS] (*You®).

BACKGROUND:

A_ You have been issued a Sales Permit, under the provisions of the Forestry Act 1959, for getting

hardwood sawlogs/ poles / girders / cypress shwlogs located on a specified part of Lot x on Plan
xxx, which is also known as oo

B. The Chief Executive has granted You this Sales Permit under sections 46 and 56 of the Foresiry
Act 1959 ('the Act’), by which the Chief Executive agrees to sell and You agree to purchase

hardwood sawlogs [ poles [ girders [ cypress sawlogs in accordance with the terms and
conditions of this Sales Permit and the Act.
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Attachment B

Examples of [public native forest] accountable removal dockets

FarestPraducts NATIVE FOREST SAWLOG DOCKET ™™

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries

and Forestry (to be completed before sawlogs leave the Sale Area) P ’
AGe wveverrens Of vrrrnee
(if more ithan ane page per load)
Sales l l | l | [ l I@ Sale | l ! |® Docket initially completed by:* @ Final classification by:* @
Permit Area

Cutter
1 - Initial Classificali | | I | 7 Culter D:]]
................................... Cutter Purchaser’s
Purchaser 2 Clliors o |—|—|—| 8 ; : (—l_ﬂ

Ne. Unit

Mill Destination 3 Truck Driver 9 Forest D:D
Burch Officer
'urchaser’s
Cut Contractor ....c...eereuiceses 4 P i ! I I
SNl CONraBlor sapvisssusmspumissssn sssvissssisissssismsussssioias . Forest Officer
- tnitial Classification * Tk adp_?rgprlate box, lr%clude
accreditation or crown hammer
Haul CONACION oo 6 Forest Officer code and sign below
« Missing Logs

Muid

Time of Loading .... Area Code  SignatWe..ccessecs  SIGNAIG.cssn

Truck Rego No. ‘ Date ls—‘jni“l? LLIVLLTTI® Date ‘Si&ﬁlw C/CCT T

Measure or Loading Date

S,\E)G Length Cenire Initial Final

Log Number (M x 10) Diameter | Species Code | Classification| Cutter's Coda | Classification Remarks Debark Mill No.

01

02

03

04

05

08

07

08

Re-Inspection Use Only

28

29

30

31

82

a3

34

®

Totals

DAFF Measure Entered

oy v T T | o ALVOTD ATV ATV
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FOREST PRODUCTS
Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry

REMOVAL DOCKET 123456

Permittee: ..t
Deliveraed 10: ..o s
Product:

Quantity Removed: ... ... e e e,

Sales Permit NO.. . e
SOt 0N Plam o e
Rt MU D L O Calify oo e e e et e st a et e e e
Vehicle Registration Numbers.

LIS o Trailer 1: e
Bolly: o TTAIEr 20
Loading Date: ....../......0...... Time: ..................... am/pm

N AMIE OF DIV o e e e e e e e et e e e ananes

Signature: ... B U OU TP ceeeaen

BLUE TO CLIENT
GREEN TO FOREST PRODUCTS
YELLOW RETAINED IN BOOK
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Attachment C

Example of [public native forest] Tax Invoice
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Attachment D
Vegetation management notification form for self-assessable vegetation
clearing codes

A copy of the notification form is available for downloading from the DNRM website:
www.dnrm.gld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf file/0020/111593/sac-notification-form.pdf

Cepartment of Matural Resources and Mines

Vegetation management notification form for
self-assessable vegetation clearing codes

Impartant
It s the landholders’ reaponsibiity 1o provide the comect information to ensure notifications are valid

This form is required if you intend fo clear native vegstation under a sslf-assessable vegetafion clearing
code. This form must be Jodged ata DNRM business cenire. Alternatively you can compleiean online form

at hitp/fwww gld.gov. sulenvironmentiand/vegetationd.

1. Landholder details

A landholder includes:
= freehold owner
s |essee, licenses or pemitiee under the Land Act 1994
# hoider of the title or tenure to the land
» sub-lessee of a lease under the Land Act 7994, subject to the consent of the lessee o make this
notification
* |eszee of freehold land, subject fo the consent of the freehold owner fo make this notification

Nole: Some self-assessable codes do not apply to some land fenures. Refer to sechion 2.3 of each code o
see whether the code appifes to the tenure of your land

Mame of landholder:

Preferred nams:

Phone number:

Mobile phone:

Fax number:

Fostal address:

Email Address;

Great state. Great oppartunity.
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Attachment E

Application form for a protected plant harvesting licence

A copy of the application form for a protected plants harvesting licence is available for
downloading from the DEHP website:
http://ehp.qld.gov.au/licences-permits/plants-animals/documents/ap-wl-pp-harvesting.doc

Application form

Section 14({b} — Nature Conservation (Administration) Regulation 2006
OFFICIAL USEONLY

573 SRR

| | Protected plant harvesting licence

Important information for applicants

This form isto be used to apply fora protected plant hanvesting licence.

Information requested will enable your ap plicationto be processed as

P —— — prascrbed by the Mafure Conservation Act 1992 Yourapplicatonmust be

mg'lfl'wj J:ljr = assessedanda permit granted by the chief executive before you can proceed
with the propos ed activity. Your application may take up to 40 days to process

TRTURCT TR

COMEETE Faa CONCRES0N Saa

|:| Before completing youwr applcation please read the information materials
Includedwith your application kit Beforelodgingthis applicationyoushould be
familiarwiththe requirements of the Nature Consenation Actavailable onthe
Office ofthe Queensliand Parliamertary Counssal website

ATESTETNG IETTBCT

SRR SR Ay hitpifwww legislationgid.gov.au, [Tyou have gueries about how to complete
this farm correctly ar need guidance contact Permitand Licence Management
f— on 1300130372

Fees and concessions

I accordance with s ection 144 of the Nature Consevation (Administration) Reguiation 2006, reduced fees
are available for particular applcations. Does theapplication relate to one ofthe following purposes?

An educational purpose or
Ascientificres earch purpose; or
An activity directed at conservation; or

Clearingto establish necessary property infrastructurs; or

HEEHE =GO

Atraditional owner activiy,
Ses zeciion 144of the Mafure Conzenation (Admimztston) Regulsion 2008 fordefinitions of the elfiphls purpoess.

In accordance with section 1565 ofthe Nature Consenvation {Administration) Regulation 2008, a fee exemption
i5 available for particular ap plications. Is the apphcant is one of the fofowng,

[0 Arecreational plant society
[0 Avaoluntary conservationorganisation
O Avoleniesr community organisation

See zsction 1 55of the Nature Consanation (Adminiatration | Regulston 2006 fordefiniticns of elighis apalicant=
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