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TERMS OF REFERENCE

  
EXCHANGE OF ELECTRONIC CERTIFICATION
BETWEEN 
PHILIPPINES AND AUSTRALIA

This arrangement between the Department of Agriculture of the Republic of the Philippines and the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources of the Commonwealth of Australia and Water Resources to commence a provisional procedure of paperless exchange of export certificates electronically.


PRODUCT GROUP   

	Edible Meat 
	Seafood
	Dairy
	Horticulture
	Grain


COMMENCEMENT

Both participants mutually decide to commence a paperless exchange on 1 March 2019 for all commodities selected above. This will allow enough time to communicate the changes to both the importing and exporting industries in respective countries.


COMMUNICATION

The departments will communicate openly and mutually consent to address any issues in a timely manner.  Issues or concerns will be referred to nominated approved contacts with appropriate decision-making authority.


SYSTEM

The Australian eCert system will transmit an electronic message, allowing the Philippines importing system to retrieve the data.  The participants mutually decide that all electronic communication will occur in accordance with the eCert Protocols annexed to these Terms of Reference.  

Messages will be transmitted in accordance with the approved transmission Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP).

SYSTEM ACCESS

The Philippines’ Department of Agriculture (DA) will receive secure XML messages sent by the Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources.    

The Philippines’ DA will take all reasonable steps to protect access at the point of import.  The Philippines DA will not allow a user to cause or assist in a breach of security.  

PAPERLESS TRADING

Australia and Philippines DA are committed to paperless trading and will work collaboratively to fully adopt the eCert system, with the potential to expand the current exchange to other commodities in the future, for example seafood.

PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATES

The participants will continue to work collaboratively to setup an electronic phytosanitary exchange. Both participants mutually decide to a trial exchange period to be completed prior to the 1st March 2019.
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[signed]
Malcolm Thompson
Deputy Secretary
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
 
	


[signed]_____________________________
Ariel T. Cayanan
Undersecretary
Operations and Agri-Fisheries Mechanization
Department of Agriculture 
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