Country Handle with Care
Episode 3 – Oceans transcript
Across our 10,000km northern coastline here in Australia, we have a group of dedicated biosecurity officers, scientists and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rangers, monitoring our plants, animals and oceans.

DG: Dear ocean.
CGG: Saltwater body.
DG: Weather-maker. Watery blanket that wraps around. You.
CGG: Me
DG Family
CGG: Community.
DG: We are all girt by sea
CGG: Dear ocean
DG: Dear ocean, all around us you surround this island nation. Floatation.
CGG: Transportation.
DG: Recreation.
CGG: Immigration
DG: Inspiration. You are home to creatures and plants of the deep. The turtle, the Dugong, the dolphin, the fish. I wish
CGG: I wish, and hope.
DG: And hope for your future. And although you yield wealth from above and below.
CGG: And below.
DG: The undertow can also bring that which we do not know. Creature hitch-hikers and wave riders that don’t belong here
CGG: That don’t belong here.
DG: That sneak and creep, into our flora and fauna. From every corner, together.
CGG: Together.
DG: We’ll look out for you. Identify.
CGG: Rectify.
DG: With many hands in unity.
CGG: In unity
DG: We can protect our biosecurity. It’s only fair, that we handle our ocean with care.

Biofouling
KH: Today Costa, we’re going to look at some biofoul.
CGG : Oh fowl, fowl are my friends, I’ve got a few fowl in my backyard, they lay me lots of eggs.
KH: This is called biofoul Costa.
CGG: Biofoul? What’s this all about?
KH: It’s marine pests. They grow on the hulls of boats when they are moored in the harbour or when they are travelling around in the ocean. 
They like to attach to smooth surfaces.
And there are all sorts of marine pests. These ones are called barnacles. 
They can come in on ships, in ballast water, they can come in on drift nets, ghost nets they’re called, or just in on floats or anything like that, that come in to Australia.
CGG: And what sort of a threat are they?
KH: There’s different types of pests. There are different types of mussels. This one is the Asian Green Mussel.

SB: Perna Viridis. The Asian Green Mussel.
They’re found from Siberia all the way to Singapore.
They’re called the Asian Green Mussel, so not surprisingly, they’re green.
The adults grow to between 10 to 16 centimetres, so a little bit bigger than this.
And when they are fully grown, the growing edge stays green and the rest of the shell tends to go a browny, olive colour.
So why aren’t they welcome here?
Well, the Asian Green Mussel is actually really adaptive. It can live in so many different environments, water temperatures and even salinity, and they’re fast growing too.
They can live by themselves, or in colonies of up to 35,000 mussels, and that’s just in one square meter. 
They can outcompete our native shellfish. They grow bigger and faster than the shellfish that are meant to be here.
Prevention is the best cure. Keep your eyes peeled. It’s everyone’s responsibility to watch out for the Asian Green Mussel.

CGG: Now what can people do to help with this biosecurity threat?
KH: If they can’t call an experienced person to come and have a look, they can certainly have a look themselves and if they notice anything that is different, like a different coloured growth, they can take photos and report it to us.
CGG: So it’s kind of like a different sort of fishing, from time-to-time, the fisherman has to fish their boat out of the water.
KH: That’s right, yep.

AT: This is Gunggandji Country, within a native title determination.
DG: So this is your Country?
AT: Yeah, this is where I live, this is my home.
DG: What are some of the things you’re doing to care for Country here?
AT: what we’re doing now is just picking up the rubbish along the beach here.
DG: Stuff like that?

AT: Yeah.
DG: Stuff like this?
April: Yeah, plastic, bottles, lids, anything that we find on the beach that doesn’t belong there. 
DG: So, some of this plastic like this bit here, it doesn’t necessarily come from these communities. It could be coming from anywhere really?
AT: Yeah, it could be.
DG: Is there any way you can find out if something washes up and you’re not sure where it’s from?
AT: We take a photo of the barcode, and we send it off and then they’ll know exactly where that bottle came from, just by the barcode.
DG: That is so amazing.
AT: Yeah, deadly.
SB: Do you ever find other stuff on this shoreline? Most of it looks like it’s just plastic.
DG: And this is an umbrella handle.
AT: Yeah.
SB: Once was a pot, now a dual purpose garbage bin.
DG: Wow, good job.
DG: Now, aside from the actual rubbish that’s washing in are there any other problems that happens when the plastic is coming in on the coast?
AT: Yeah, pests can attach themselves on to the shell that grows on to the bottle, and the pests can wipe out certain vegetation that we have here.
SB: So if you do see something that you think might be a bit strange, you should report it to a ranger?
AT: yeah, yep.
DG: And then you guys will send it off?
AT: Yeah.
DG: What does it mean to you to be able to care for Country?
AT: It gives you that belonging, that pride, you know? So this is my home, and its about time that I respect it because the old people that were here before us did the same too, and I just want to carry it on and just look after our own home.

DG: Dear ocean.
CGG: Dear ocean.
DG: Inside you and on your shore it is more than I ever could have imagined. The debris, the discarded, the lost.
CGG: Or intentionally tossed.
DG: We are now learning that you never break down, but instead break up into the tiniest of pieces. 
CGG: The tiniest of pieces.
DG: Polluting our waters and filling our creatures and filling our bellies with the inedible, it was inevitable.
CGG: Inevitable
DG: That we would realise that this has to end.
CGG: This has to end.
DG: It is also host to the unwanted.
CGG: The unwelcome.
DG: The risks to our creatures, our food, our way of life. If unchecked it brings strife. It wont go away, there is no away.
CHH: There is no away.
DG: But there are hearts and hands that are willing to say yes.
CGG: Yes.
DG: To cleaning up this mess, to working it out. To thinking big and small. So now we can all.
CGG: We all.
DG: Be part of the ocean solution.

Tangaroa Blue
CGG: Can you show us around what you have collected Heidi?
HT: Yeah, so today we headed out to Snapper Island, and we left here at 9 o’clock, and by 12 o’clock, the whole island was clean, and this is what we got.
CGG: Wow, what’s here, and what patterns are you seeing?
HT: Well the island is really specific in that it has a windward side and it has a leeward side, and so a lot of the heavy stuff, like this car tyre and an old captain’s seat, they were all washed up on the windward side of the island, and really light, more litter kind of items, on the leeward side.
CGG: I notice that there are some nets here, lots of rope.
HT: So this is all commercial fishing rope, this kind of stuff, and this one here, this is actually what they call part of a FAD, a fish attracting device. And that’s normally attached to a big bamboo structure, and little fish come underneath it, and then big fish come and feed on the small fish, and then the fishermen come to get the big fish. 
CGG: And then that just gets washed away in storms and ends up floating across the ocean.
HT: Yeah, we find lots of them around the Barrier reef.
CGG: Now what do you do as you collect all the waste?
HT: So for example, over here we’ve got some plastic drink bottles that we’ve found. Now these have on them barcodes, and they tell us what country items were manufactured in. So that’s how we can figure this out.
HT: We’ve got other brands that we’ve found, I think there was one down here. 
HT: This one on the lid here, so this is a Chinese water bottle brand, and it is one of the most common brands that we find around Australia, and it’s not sold in Australia.
CGG: Who are some of the groups that you are working with in beach clean-ups around the Country?
HT: So for us it was really important through this Australian Marine Debris Initiative to get everybody collecting data the same way. 
So we spent a lot of time talking to community groups around Australia, individuals, but also in remote areas we work really strongly with Indigenous Ranger teams, because they have access to places that we just can’t get to. 
And so by getting everybody to collect data the same way, we start to get this really comprehensive picture of what does marine debris mean in Australia?
CGG: So that’s the next point, once you’ve got this data, what do you do with it?
HT: If all you do is clean up, that’s all you’re ever going to do. 
So unless we have an idea of where this stuff is coming from, how are we ever going to find a solution to it? So we try to identify the different types of sources for it. 
So is it a local litter issue? Is it an ocean current issue? Is it something that is coming from shipping or fishing? And once we start to get an understanding of its use, then we can figure out how it is being lost? Who do we need to bring to the table? And then we can start looking at solutions.
For me there’s a story behind every piece of rubbish on this boat, and the story is where did it come from? And why? And that’s what we need to figure out how to stop it.

DG: What can we do? What role is there for me and for you in this biosecurity challenge we face? At your place, your rivers, your beaches, your lakes. Take the time to lean and clean while you play, while you holiday, while you while them time away.
Or make the time to take the waste and place it with care. At least where it is out of the water. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We ought to now handle this, even if we didn’t make this, we can take this on. 
Everywhere and together, we can handle country with care.  

Top Watch Biosecurity
To report and emergency pest, weed or disease call 1800 79 636 or visit www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/australia/northern-biosecurity for more information
Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
This is an initiative of the Australian Government’s Agricultural Competitiveness and Developing Northern Australia white papers, the government’s plan for stronger farmers, a stronger economy and a safe, secure Australia.
Biosecurity. It’s everyone’s business.
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