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This Market Access Advice replaces MAA 2014-21. 
 
For exports of bivalve molluscs which are intended to be consumed raw, the Department of Agriculture has 

been advised by Japan’s Ministry of Health and Welfare (MHLW) that, where the exporter address differs 
from the processing establishment address, the exporter must also be approved by Japan. This is in 
addition to the requirement for all bivalve molluscs exported to Japan to be sourced from processing 
establishments approved for this market 
 

Until further notice, and pending negotiations with MHLW, shipments of molluscan shellfish which are 
intended to be consumed raw will only be accepted by Japan providing the exporter and processing 
establishment are approved by Japan.  
 
Establishments are reminded that shipments of products which are not intended to be consumed raw 
must be labelled accordingly. 
 
Updates will be provided to industry as they become available. 
 
 

 

 

The information provided above is current at the time of writing and is intended for use as guidance 

only and should not be taken as definitive or exhaustive.  The Commonwealth endeavours to keep 

information current and accurate, however, it may be subject to change without notice.  Exporters 

are encouraged to verify these details with their importers prior to undertaking production/exports.  

The Commonwealth will not accept liability for any loss resulting from reliance on information 

contained in this notice. 

MARKET ACCESS ADVICE 
 

Reference Number: MAA 2014-22 
Date of Issue: 20 November 2014 

Date of Effect: Immediate 

 
Japan – Restriction on exporters of bivalve molluscs 

 

Attention Industries Seafood 

Department 
of 
Agriculture 

Central and Regional offices 
 

Affected Markets Japan 

Further Information Please contact exports@agriculture.gov.au if you have any queries.                               

mailto:exports@agriculture.gov.au

