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DPI RESPONSE TO THE IMPORT RISK ANALYSIS FOR FRESH UNSHU
MANDARINS FROM JAPAN '

Thank you for your memorandum of 29 July 2008, notifying the Department of Primary Industries
(DPI) of the release for comment of the Import Risk Analysis (IRA) for fresh Unshu mandarins from
Japan.

Specialists within the DPI have examined the IRA and have made the following comments:

1. The draft report proposes import from designatéd areas within the Shizuoka Prefecture subject
to quarantine conditions for five groups of insect/mite pests, citrus scab and most significantly,
the bacterial pathogen that causes citrus canker; A ‘

2. Currently, the import of fresh citrus into Australia is only permitted from countries or areas that
~ are free from citrus canker;

3.  The IRA represents a major change of policy for Australia, especially following the recent
costly campaign (which will conclude in 2009) to eradicate citrus canker from the Emerald
region of Queensland. This campaign will have run from 2004 to the proposed declaration of
eradication in 2009; '

4, The proposed conditions for import include inspections and monitoring, and for citrus canker, a
rather involved systems approach including:

e Registration of export orchards in the four export areas;
o Two years freedom from symptoms of canker in the export areas;

o Current season freedom of symptoms of canker based on two times of monitoring
(petal fall and pre-harvest);

e Additional surveillance following occurrence of typhoon conditions;
‘o Copper sprays;
e Restrictions on movement of host material into the export areas; and

e Post-harvest chemical treatment of fruit.
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5. Other conditions include an operational system to maintain and verify status of consignments,
and pre-clearance by AQIS; and

6.  These proposals appear to be thorough and reasonable; however, because of the importance of

citrus canker, and the fact that this is a significant change in policy for Australia and also

.. because of the complexity of the proposed systems approach, it is vital that they are audited
thoroughly in order to reduce the risk of introducing this exotic pest to an acceptable level.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Import Risk Analysis and I look forward
to being notified of the progress of this IRA.

Yours sincerely

PETER J BAILEY :
Executive Director Biosecugity Victoria -



