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Introduction
This is the transcript of a video filmed with Tina Hutchison (Deputy Secretary of the Agriculture Trade and Regulation Group, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry) and Tony Mahar (outgoing CEO of the National Farmers Federation) on the benefits of the Australia-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. 
Transcript
[Video begins]
Tina Hutchison: The new free trade agreement between Australia and the United Arab Emirates, or UAE, is a win for Australian producers and will strengthen our already strong relationship with the UAE. Our trade was worth 1.7 billion last financial year, making it Australia's 11th largest agriculture, fisheries and forestry export market.
Tony Mahar: The Australia-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement, or free trade agreement, will be a great win for Australian farmers. What it will mean is that the tariffs are removed on things like beef, sheep meat, oilseeds, seafood, dairy products. This will mean that Australian farm products are more affordable and more competitive on global markets and provide further opportunities for Australian producers to export their great food and fibre.
So this will provide about $50 million in terms of additional benefit to Australian farmers. So the removal of tariffs means that we can export more products like beef like sheep meat like oilseeds, dairy products, seafood. The opportunities are greater for Australian farmers to get their products onto the supermarket shelves in those countries. That means more opportunity to sell and more opportunity for farmers to be productive and profitable.
Tina Hutchison: This is Australia's first FTA with a country in the Middle East and it sets a great precedent for trade in the region.
Tony Mahar: We know, the disposable income in some of these countries is increasing and they're looking for increased quality, sustainability, excellent quality food and fibre that Australian farmers are terrific at producing.

We have to continue to develop markets, to continue to diversify and continue to be a reliable supplier. So, you know, things like this economic partnership agreement or free trade agreement are integral to the growth of the agriculture sector across the country.
Tina Hutchison: It's also of note this is the first FTA to contain a stand-alone chapter on sustainable agriculture and food systems, recognising agriculture's essential role in ensuring food security, driving climate resilience, emissions reductions and other environmental outcomes. This ensures that sustainability measures are not applied with a one size fits all approach and do not create barriers to trade for our world-class agricultural exports. 
Very importantly, it also contains the first stand-alone chapter in an Australian trade agreement dedicated to First Nations Trade and Co-operation.
[Video ends]
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