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Pl ease provide sunmmary i nformati on on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on material which
was used as a basis for the report

Australia’ s Second National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity
i s based on the Review of the National Strategy for the Conservation of
Australia's Biological Diversity. The Review was conducted in 2000 and

i ncl uded public consultation and agreement by the Australian and New Zeal and
Envi ronnment and Conservati on Council (ANZECC). The draft national report was
also circulated for coment to a wi de range of stakeholders including State
and Local CGovernments, relevant industry groups and non-gover nnent

or gani sati ons.




Pl ease provide information on any particul ar circunstances in your
country that are relevant to understanding the answers to the questions
in this report

Australia is one of the 17 nost biologically diverse nations in the world.
Being an island nation, Australia s isolation is largely responsible for the
uni que diversity at both species and ecosystemlevels. This isolation also
provided a barrier fromalien species and |argely preserved Australia’s

bi odi versity.

Australia has suffered severe declines and extinctions, especially in the
past 200 years. There have been fluctuations in decline during this period,
but the rates have been greatest in the past 50 years.

Australia is taking an active role in the conservation and preservation of
t he unique biodiversity it contains, with a recent review of efforts noting
many advances that occurred in the past five years (see attached).

Australia is a federation of six self-governing States — New South WAl es,
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania — and
two sel f-governing nmainland Territories — the Australian Capital Territory
and Northern Territory. The Federal CGovernnent’'s powers and responsibilities
are defined in the Australian Constitution. The State and Territory
CGovernments are responsible for all other matters that cone under their
respective jurisdictions.

The State and Territory CGovernnents have established systens of Loca
Governnent. Australia has about 750 Local Government councils, accountable
to diverse netropolitan, regional, rural and indigenous conmunities. Loca
CGovernment is responsible for the provision of |ocal services such as
environnental health regul ation, |ocal road buil ding and mai ntenance, traffic
managenment, nunici pal waste nanagenent, |and use planning and devel opment
control, pollution control and nonitoring, |ocal parks and open space,
recreation facilities and conmunity services.

The Federal Governnent’s powers encompass, anong other things, interstate
trade and comrerce, taxation, postal and tel ecomunications services,
defence, external affairs, banking, immgration and social welfare.

Wth this in mnd, Australia' s response to particular questions has addressed
both Federal, State and Local initiatives.




The COP has established progranmes of work that respond to a nunber of
Articles. Please identify the relative priority accorded to each thene
and the adequacy of resources. This will allow subsequent information on
i npl enentation of each Article to be put into context. There are other
questions on inplenentation of the programes of work at the end of
t hese gui del i nes.

I nl and water ecosystens

1. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Marine and coastal biol ogical diversity

3. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

4. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good X

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Agricul tural biological diversity

5. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant




6. To what extent are the resources avail able adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Forest biological diversity

7. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X
c) Low

d) Not rel evant

8. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands

9. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High
b) Medi um X
c) Low

d) Not rel evant

10. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely limting




Further conments on work progranmes and priorities

I nl and wat er ecosystens

Water availability, flow nodification, degradation of water quality, and

habi tat nodification are all key issues affecting conservation of aquatic

bi odi versity. Australia faces ongoing chall enges such as growh in demand on
limted water resources, pollution and rising salinity levels in inland

wat erways. | nplenentation of inland water ecosystem conservation has a high
priority in Australia with progress being nmade in wetland conservati on and
wat er quality nonitoring.

In 2000 the Australian Prine M nister announced a National Action Plan to
address salinity and deteriorating water quality of Australia’ s inland water
ecosystens. The Action Plan involves new expenditure by Federal, State and
Territory CGovernments in the order of $1.4 billion over the next seven years.
O her inland water ecosysteminitiatives include the Lake Eyre Basin

I nt er gover nment al Agreenent (2000) between the Federal CGovernnent and the
State Governnments of Queensland and South Australia, The Great Artesian Basin
Strategi c Managenent Plan (2000), The National River Health Program and the
Murray-Darling 2001 programin collaboration with Federal Departnent of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia and the Basin States.

Mari ne and coastal biodiversity

Australia places considerable priority on the conservation of mari ne and
coastal biodiversity. Australia s oceans policy is oversighted by the

Nati onal Cceans office which drives the devel opment of regional narine plans
for Australia s exclusive econonmic zone. The Ofice also coordinates the
overal |l inplenentation of Australia’ s Cceans Policy.

O her activities which pronpte conservation and sustai nabl e use of marine and
coastal biodiversity include the devel opment of the National Representative
System of Marine Protected Areas (1999) and nunerous draft recovery and draft
managenment plans. Nearly all inshore and coastal planni ng managenent is
continued by State and Local CGovernments. Australia s enthusiasmto share
knowl edge and i nformati on on marine and coastal managenment with other parties
hi ghlights the inportance placed on this area.

Agricul ture biodiversity

Austral i an Gover nnents have enphasi sed through policies and prograns such as
the National Landcare Program and nost recently the Natural Heritage Trust
and the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality initiatives, that
i mprovenents in farm managenent and natural resource managenent bring with

t hem correspondi ng i nprovenents in resource and environmental conditions

i ncluding biodiversity. Wth Landcare nenbership reaching an esti nated 38
percent of Australia's broadacre and dairy farnms this represents a strong
force towards ecol ogi cal |l y sustai nabl e managenent.

Forest biodiversity

In Australia, State and Territory Governnents have prinmary responsibility for
forest management while the Federal Governnent coordi nates a nationa
approach to environmental and industry devel opnent issues.

Progress is well advanced in devel opi ng ecol ogi cal | y sustai nabl e forest
management practices. The National Forest Policy Statenent (1992) and the
Regi onal Forest Agreenents are the prinmary neans by which the objectives of
the Strategy will be acconplished in forest habitats. As many of these
initiatives have only recently comenced i nplenentation, nonitoring will be
required to determne the extent to which ecol ogically sustainable forest
managenment practices are achieved.

The Regi onal Forest Agreenent process devel oped under the National Forest




Policy Statement (1992) has largely been conpl eted over the past five years.
The Federal Governnent has entered into agreements with the States of
Tasmani a, Victoria, New South Wal es and Western Australia. These 20-year
agreenments establish a transparent and coordi nated program for ecol ogically
sust ai nabl e forest managenment, nonitoring and reporting on ecologically
sust ai nabl e managenent of forests and the preservation of biol ogica
diversity that will be conpleted in May 2002.

As a result of the progress of the National Forest Policy Statenment (1992)
the inplenentation the forest biodiversity work program has shifted froma
high priority in previous years to having a nediumrelative priority at this
time.

Bi odi versity of dry and sub humid | ands

Australia’ s domestic initiatives in addressing the gl obal problem of
conbating desertification are well established. The continent’s erosion
prone soils and climatic extremes have necessitated a coordi nated and
strategi c approach to sustai nabl e natural resource managenent. This approach
focuses on col | aborative approaches between all |evels of Governnent,

i ndustry and community in devel opi ng sol ution

The high priority of this work programis indicated through a nunber of

Nati onal Strategies, including The National Strategy for Rangel ands
Managenent, National Weds Strategy, National Strategy for the Conservation
of Australia' s Biological Diversity, and the National Drought Policy. In the
Murray-Darling Basin Initiative, the Federal Government in partnership with
rel evant State Governnents is addressing biodiversity of dry and sub hum d
lands in the Basin, using integrated catchnment managenent principles

i ncl udi ng comunity consultation




Article 5 Cooperation

11. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

12. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’ s Biologica
Diversity (and the associated Review) is the main vehicle for the

i mpl ementation of this article. The objectives of the Convention have
pernmeated through to all levels of the Australia Government. State

Bi odiversity Strategies, such as Victoria s Biodiversity — Directions in
Managenent conplinent the national strategy. State regional initiatives

i ncl ude The Biodiversity Plan for the South East of South Australia, and at a
Local Governnent |evel The National Local Governnent Biodiversity Strategy.
O her processes include the Environnent Protection and Bi odiversity
Conservation Act 1999 and national prograns in cooperation with the States,
such as the Natural Heritage Trust.

13. I's your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
di versity?

a) bilateral cooperation (please give details bel ow) X
b) international programes (please give details bel ow) X
c) international agreenents (please give details bel ow) X

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

14. Has your country devel oped effective cooperation for the sustai nable nanagenent of
transboundary wat ersheds, catchnments, river basins and m gratory species through
bilateral and nultilateral agreenents?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow) X
d) not applicable
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Decision I V/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or rel evance

15. Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary protected areas?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

Deci sion V/21. Co-operation with other bodies

16. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity Observation Year
of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conplenentarity with the initiative foreseen to be

undert aken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organization and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to increase scientific

know edge and public awareness of the crucial role of biodiversity for sustainable
devel opnent ?

a) no

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent X

Deci sion V/27. Contribution of the Convention on Biological Diversity
to the ten-year review of progress achieved since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent

17. I's your country planning to highlight and enphasi ze bi ol ogical diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year review of progress since the Earth
Sunmi t ?

a) no

b) yes X

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

13. Australia has been a strong contributor to International Agreenents,
Prograns and Bil ateral Cooperation. Current exanples of active involvenent
have been provided for each of the three categories.

Bi | ateral Cooperation

e China-Australia Mgratory Birds Agreenent (CAMBA) (1986)
e Japan-Australia Mgratory Birds Agreenent (JAMBA)(1974)

I nt ernati onal Prograns

AusAl D, the Australian agency for international devel opnent, takes into
account biodiversity val ues when considering aid projects and focuses its
resources on projects that are ecol ogi cally sustainable. AusAl D supports

gl obal and regional biodiversity efforts by ensuring biodiversity is
considered in its overseas aid program Currently the agency is funding $26
mllion of biodiversity related projects and activities. These invol ve
strengt heni ng human and institutional resources, direct efforts to conserve
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bi odi versity and supporting nmulticultural and regional efforts. AusAlD has
al so provided fundi ng support for the inplenentation of international
conservation agreenents.

The Federal Governnent has provi ded considerable funding to the d obal

Envi ronnent Facility, which provides funds for devel oping countries to use
for environmental projects. Australia is also actively involved with the
United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), the South Pacific Regional
Program (SPREP) and the Wirld Bank.

I nt ernati onal Agreenents

e Convention on Wetlands of International |Inportance Especially as Waterfow
Habi tat (Ransar Convention)(1971)

e Convention for the Protection of the Wrld Cultural and Natural
Heritage(1972)

e Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Seals (1972)

+ Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of WId Fauna and
Flora (CI TES) (1973)

e Convention on the Conservation of Mgratory Species of WId Aninmals (Bonn
Conventi on) (1979)

+ Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (1980)

e Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa(1994)

14. Australia’s status as an island nation nmeans that it does not share
terrestrial boundaries with other nation states. Consequently the managenent
of transboundary watersheds, catchnents and river basins are between states,
rather than international parties. These agreenments include the Mirray
Darling Basin Agreenment, The Lake Eyre |Intergovernmental Agreement (2000),
Great Artesian Basin Strategic Managenent Plan (2000) and the National Action
Plan for Water Quality and Salinity (2001). More broadly the Federal and
State Governnents finalised the Intergovernnent Agreenent on the Environnent
(1992) whi ch enbedded ecol ogi cal |y sustai nabl e devel opnent.

International bilateral agreements on migratory birds are held with both
Japan and Chi na. The Agreenent between the CGovernnment of Australia and the
Government of Japan for the Protection of Mgratory Birds and Birds in Danger
of Extinction and their Environnment (JAMBA)(1974), and the Agreenent between
the Governnment of Australia and the Government of the People's Republic of
China for the Protection of Mgratory Birds and their Environment ( CAVBA)
(1986), are in place to protect migratory bird species and their habitat.

15. As an island nation Australia is largely exenpt from sharing Nati onal
borders. Australia s six marine parks are within Australian waters, although
there is a Menorandum of Understandi ng between Australia and |Indonesia in
relation to fishing by Indigenous |ndonesians at Ashnore and Carter Reefs.

The Australian Antarctic Territories share boundaries with France, Norway and
New Zeal and. The Madrid Protocol, to which Australia is a signatory, was
fornmed under the Antarctic Treaty to provide a conprehensive protection of
the Antarctic environment and dependent and associ at ed ecosyst ens.
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Article 6 General neasures for conservati on and sustai nabl e use

18. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

19. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and

r ecormendat i ons nade?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Pl ease see the attached Review of the National Strategy for the Conservation
on Australia' s Biological Diversity. Since the adoption of the Nationa
Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’ s Biological Diversity in 1996

t here have been a nunber of significant changes to the policy,
and regul atory environnents for

nost significant Federal Governnent initiatives are the Natura

| egi sl ative

bi odi versity conservation in Australia. The

Herit age

Trust, the Environment Protection and Biodi versity Conservation Act 1999 and,
nost recently, the natural resource managenent policy initiative from which
the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality was drawn.
20. What is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) conpletedl

e) conpleted and adopt ed2 X

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e X
21. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) conpl eted2

e) conpleted and adopt ed2 X

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e X
22. Do your national strategies and action plans cover all articles of the Convention
(6a)?

a) sone articles only

b) nmost articles

c) all articles X

1/ Please provide information requested at the end of these guidelines.
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23. Do your national strategies and action plans cover integration of other sectoral
activities (6b)?

a) no

b) sone sectors

c) all mmjor sectors X

d) all sectors

Decision I1/7 and Decision I11/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

24. |s action being taken to exchange i nformati on and share experi ence on the national
action planning process with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action X

b) sharing of strategies, plans and/or case-studies

c) regional neetings

25. Do all of your country's strategies and action plans include an international
cooper ati on conponent ?

a) no

b) yes X

26. Are your country’s strategies and action plans coordinated with those of
nei ghbouring countri es?

a) no

b) bilateral/nultilateral discussions under way

c) coordinated in sone areas/thenes X

d) fully coordinated

e) not applicable

27. Has your country set nmeasurable targets within its strategies and action pl ans?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) programme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

28. Has your country received support fromthe financial nechanismfor the preparation
of its national strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) yes

If yes, which was the | nplenenting Agency (UNDP/ UNEP/ Worl| d Bank) ?
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Decisions 111/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

29. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities of the
Ramsar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES cooperating in the inplenmentation of
t hese conventions to avoid duplication?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia' s Biologica
Diversity has as its main goal to protect biological diversity and maintain
ecol ogi cal processes and systens. It stresses that a high priority nust be
pl aced on devel opi ng and i nplementing integrated approaches to conservation
that both conserve biodiversity and neet other community expectations.

Since the Strategy was devel oped, a nunber of processes have been put in

pl ace to address these conservati on objectives. These include the Natura
Heritage Trust, the Regional Forest Agreement process under the Nationa
Forest Policy Statenent, the Council of Australian Governments’ Water Reform
framework and Australia s QOceans Policy. Mire recently the Environnent
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the National Franework
for the Managenent and Monitoring of Australia’ s Native Vegetati on (ANZECC,
1999) have been devel oped to strengthen regulatory and institutiona

mechani sms for nmanagi ng biodiversity, the quality and extent of Australia's
nati ve vegetation and threatening processes. The National Action Plan for
Salinity and Water Quality in Australia is also expected to have a positive
i mpact on biodiversity conservation

The Natural Heritage Trust has contributed AUD$1.449 billion over six years,
bet ween 1996-97 and 2001-02, to significant achievenments in the protection of
nati ve ecosystens. The mid-termreview of the Trust identified a need to
broaden policy to include alliances wi th businesses and phil anthropic

organi sations to nore effectively deal with the magnitude and conpl exity of
t he problenms confronting biodiversity.
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Article 7 ldentification and nonitoring

30. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

31. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Substantial progress has been nmade in identifying inportant biodiversity
conponents. Nationally applicable indicators for biodiversity have now been
endorsed through an intergovernnment process for devel opnent of indicators on
State of the Environnent reporting. A major nmilestone will be Australia’s
second National State of the Environment Report, to be released in |ate 2001.
This report and supporting technical volume on biodiversity will use the

i ndi cators.

However, greater enphasis needs to be given to the acquisition of know edge,
gat hered t hrough conprehensi ve bi ol ogi cal surveys in nmarine, estuarine and
freshwater habitats and through taxonom c work in herbaria, museuns and ot her
institutions. Soil mcro-organisnms and their ecosystem functions al so need
to be investigated across a range of habitats.

32. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory progranmme at species |level (7a)?

a) mnimal activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endenic species) or
i ndi cators

c) for a range of major groups

d) for a conprehensive range of species X

33. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at ecosystem|level (7a)?

a) mninmal activity

b) for ecosystens of particular interest only

c) for mmjor ecosystens

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens X

34. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at genetic |level (7a)?

a) mninmal activity

b) m nor programe in sone sectors

C) mmjor programe in sonme sectors X

d) mmjor programme in all rel evant sectors




16

35. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at species |level (7a)?

a) mninmal activity
b) for key groups (such as threatened or endenic species) or X
i ndi cators
c) for a range of mmjor groups
d) for a conprehensive range of species
36. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at ecosystem|evel (7b)?
a) miniml activity
b) for ecosystens of particular interest only X
c) for mmjor ecosystens
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

37. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at genetic |evel (7b)?

a) mnimal activity

b) mnor programme in sone sectors X
C) nmmjor programe in sonme sectors

d) mgjor programme in all rel evant sectors

38. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on biodiversity (7c)?

a) limted understanding
b) threats well known in sone areas, not in others
c) nost threats known, sone gaps in know edge X
d) conprehensive under st andi ng
e) reports avail able
39. I's your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?
a) no
b) early stages of progranme devel opnent
c) advanced stages of programe devel opment
d) programme in place X
e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e
40. Does your country coordinate information collection and managenent at the nati onal
| evel (7d)~?
a) no
b) early stages of progranme devel opnent
c) advanced stages of programre devel opment X
d) programme in place

e)

reports on inplenmentation avail abl e
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Decision I11/10 Identification, nonitoring and assessnent

41. Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow) X
42. 1s your country using rapi d assessment and renpbte sensing techni ques?

a) no

b) assessing opportunities

c) yes, to a limted extent

d) yes, to a nmjor extent X

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

43. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplenenting Article 7 with
initial enphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and activities

havi ng adverse effects on them (7c)?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes

44. | s your country cooperating with other Contracting Parties on pilot projects to

denonstrate the use of assessnent and i ndi cator net hodol ogi es?

a) no

b) yes (if so give details bel ow

X

45. Has your country prepared any reports of experience with application of assessnment

nmet hodol ogi es and nmade these avail able to other Contracting Parties?

a) no

b) yes

X

46. | s your country seeking to make taxonomi c information held in its collections nore

wi dely avail abl e?

a) no relevant collections

b) no action

c) yes (if so, please give details bel ow)

Decision V/7. ldentification, nonitoring and assessnent,

and i ndi cators

47. |'s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countries in your

region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent?

a) no

b) limted co-operation

Cc) extensive co-operation on sone issues

d) extensive co-operation on a wi de range of issues
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48. Has your country made avail abl e case studi es concerning the devel opnment and
i npl enent ati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indi cator progranmes?

a) no

b) yes - sent to the Secretariat

c) yes — through the national CHM

d) yes — other nmeans (pl ease specify) X

49. | s your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cator and noni toring progranmes?

a) no

b) providing training X
c) providing direct support X
d) sharing experience X

e) other (please describe)

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

41. A key set of 65 environnental indicators for biodiversity have been
recomended for Australian State of the Environnent reporting at the national
scale. O these, 14 relate to pressures on biodiversity, 17 to the condition
of biodiversity, and 34 to responses to |loss of, to perceived threats to,

bi odi versity.

44. Bi oRap mnet hodol ogi es and tools have been trialed in Papua New Guinea to
give a rapid assessnment of |ocal biodiversity resources.

46. Australia is in the process of conpiling a virtual herbarium and virtual
nmuseum that will be accessible on the internet in the near future.

48. The Australian state of Victoria assisted with expertise in the
devel opnent of IR Iran Biodiversity Strategy in 1998.
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Decision 1V/1 Report and recommendations of the third nmeeting of SBSTTA

[ part]

50. Has your country carried out a national taxononic needs assessnent, and/or held
wor kshops to deternine national taxonomic priorities?

a) no

b) early stages of assessnent

c) advanced stages of assessment X

d) assessnent conpl eted
51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) action plan in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

52. I's your country naki ng avail abl e appropri ate resources to enhance t
of taxonom c information?

he availability

a) no

b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately

c) yes, covering all known needs

53. I's your country encouraging bilateral and nultilateral training and enpl oynent

opportunities for taxononists, particularly those dealing with poorly

known or gani sns?

a) no

b) sone opportunities

c) significant opportunities

54. |'s your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnent of appropriate

infrastructure for your national taxonom c collections?

a) no

b) sone invest ment

c) significant investnent X
55. I s your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countries?

a) no

b) yes — stated policy X

c) yes — systemmtic national progranme
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56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collection housing?

a) no

b) under review

c) being inplenented by sone collections

d) being inplenented by all major collections X

57. Has your country provi ded training progranmes in taxonomny?

a) no
b) sone
c) many X

58. Has your country reported on neasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in
t axonomy, to designate national reference centres, and to nake information housed in
collections available to countries of origin?

a) no

b) yes — in the previous national report X

c) yes — via the clearing-house mechani sm

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow) X

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biologica
di versity inventories and taxonom c activities are financially and adm nistratively
st abl e?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes for sone institutions

d) yes for all major institutions X

60. Has your country assisted taxononmic institutions to establish consortia to conduct
regi onal projects?

a) no X

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent

d) yes — significant extent

61. Has your country given special attention to international funding of fellowships
for specialist training abroad or for attracting international experts to national or
regi onal courses?

a) no

b) under review X
c) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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62. Has your country provi ded progranmes for re-training of qualified professionals

novi ng i nto taxonony-related fields?

a) no X
b) sone
c) many

Decision V/9. G obal Taxonony Initiative: Inplenmentation and further

advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its information requirenents in the area of taxonony,

and assessed its national capacity to neet these requirenents?

a) no

b) basic assessnent

c) thorough assessment

64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?

a) no X
b) yes
65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c research?
a) no
b) yes X

66. Has your country comuni cated information on programes, projects and initiatives
for consideration as pilot projects under the A obal Taxonony Initiative to the

Executi ve Secretary?

a) no

b) yes

67. Has your country designated a national d obal Taxonony Initiative f
|inked to other national focal points?

ocal point

a) no

b) yes

X

68. Has your country participated in the devel opment of regi onal networ
i nformati on-sharing for the d obal Taxonomy Initiative?

ks to facilitate

a) no

b) yes

| f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial nechanismf
actions identified in the decision?

or the priority

a) no

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully
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Further commrents on inplenentati on of these decisions

58. Australia' s capacity to strengthen taxonony is based on the activities of
the Australian Biological Resources Study. The Australian biologica
information facility, located on the ABRS website

(www. anbg. gov. au/ abrs/index. htm), allows countries of origin to access

i nformati on housed in Australian collections.

59. Most institutions responsible for biodiversity inventories on taxononic
activities are admnistered by State Governnents with differing | evel s of
support between Governnents.
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Article 8 In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

70. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

71. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Australia has 14 places inscribed on the Iist under the Convention concerning
the protection of the Wrld Cultural and Natural Heritage. Seven of these

pl aces are |isted because of biodiversity values of universal significance.
The biodiversity values of Wrld Heritage places are strongly protected under
the Environnent Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

At the national |evel the goal of a conprehensive, adequate and
representative systemof reserves for Australia is endorsed by the Federa
and State and Territory CGovernnents, as signhatories to the National Strategy
for Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity and the National Forest
Policy Statement. Successive Governnments have supported three processes to
wor k towards a conprehensive, adequate and representative system of reserves
— the National Reserve System Program the Regional Forest Agreement Process
and the National Representative Systemof Marine Protected Areas. The

nati onal percentage of land in the reserve systemis 7.84, however this

vari es between States and Territories (6% New South Wal es, 15% Victoria, 4%
Queensl and, 22% South Australia, 6% Western Australia, 32% Tasmani a, 52%
Australian Capital Territory, 4% Northern Territory). Hi storically,
terrestrial systens are better represented than marine. Progress is being
made on the reserve system however nore needs to be done, including
attention to ecol ogi cal nanagenent of the reserve system

72. Has your country established a system of protected areas which ains to conserve
bi ol ogi cal diversity (8a)?

a) system under devel opnent

b) national review of protected areas coverage avail abl e

c) national protected area systenms plan in place

d) relatively conplete systemin place X

73. Are there nationally adopted guidelines for the sel ection, establishment and
managenent of protected areas (8b)?

a) no

b) no, under devel opnent

c) yes

d) yes, undergoi ng revi ew and extension X
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74. Does your country regul ate or manage biol ogi cal resources inportant for the
conservation of biological diversity with a viewto ensuring their conservation and
sust ai nabl e use (8c)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranmme or policy in place X

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

75. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote the protecti on of ecosystens,
natural habitats and the mai ntenance of viable popul ati ons of species in natura
surroundi ngs (8d)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place X

76. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote environnmentally sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place

77. Has your country undertaken neasures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

78. Has your country undertaken neasures to pronmbte the recovery of threatened species
(8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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79. Has your country undertaken nmeasures to regul ate, manage or control the risks
associated with the use and rel ease of |iving nodified organisns resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy (89g)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

80. Has your country nade attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programme or policy in place X

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

81. Has your country devel oped and nai ntai ned the necessary | egislation and/or ot her
regul atory provisions for the protecti on of threatened speci es and popul ati ons (8k)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) legislation or other neasures in place X

82. Does your country regul ate or manage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on bi ol ogi cal
di versity (81)?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, to alimted extent

d) yes, to a significant extent X

| f a devel oped country Party -

83. Does your country cooperate in providing financial and other support for in- situ
conservation particularly to devel oping countries (8m?

I f a devel oping country Party or Party with econonmy in transition -

84. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ conservation

(8m?

a) no X

b) yes (if so, please give details bel ow)
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Decision |I1/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

85. I's action being taken to share information and experience on inplenentati on of this
Article with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten materials and/or case-studies X

c) regional neetings X

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Two of the key initiatives in Australia in recent years to conserve in situ
bi odi versity are the Environnent Protection and Bi odiversity Conservation Act
1999 and the Endangered Species Program as part of the Natural Heritage
Trust.

The Environnent Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 represents
fundamental reform of federal environnent laws in Australia. In particular
it is the first conprehensive attenpt to define the environnental
responsibilities of the Federal Government.

The Act enables the Federal CGovernnent to join with the States (including
Territories) in providing a national schene of environnental protection and
bi odi versity conservation, recognising the prime responsibility of the States
for environnental managenent and delivery of on-ground natural resource
nmanagenent .

The Act focuses Federal interest on matters of national environmental
significance, puts in place a streamined environnental assessnment and
approval s process for Federal Government decision maki ng and establishes an
integrated regine for biodiversity conservation and the nanagenent of

i mportant protected areas.

The objects of the Act are:

e« to provide for the protection of the environnent, especially those aspects
of the environnment that are natters of national environnental
si gni ficance;

e to pronpote ecol ogically sustainabl e devel opnent through the conservation
and ecol ogi cally sustainabl e use of natural resources;

e to pronote the conservation of biodiversity;

e to pronpte a co-operative approach to the protecti on and managenent of the
envi ronnent invol ving governnents, the community, |and-holders and
i ndi genous peopl es;

e to assist in the co-operative inplenentation of Australia's internationa
environnental responsibilities;

e to recognise the role of indigenous people in the conservation and
ecol ogi cal |y sustai nabl e use of Australia's biodiversity; and

e to pronote the use of indigenous peoples' know edge of biodiversity with
t he invol venent of, and in co-operation with, the owners of the know edge.
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The Threatened Species Scientific Cormttee was established under the

Envi ronnent Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999. Its
principal task is to advise the Federal Mnister for the Environnent and
Heritage on the amendnent and updating of lists for nationally threatened
speci es, threatened ecol ogical communities and key threatening processes. It
al so advi ses the Federal M nister on the naking or adoption of recovery plans
and threat abatenent plans for endangered species.

The Endangered Species Programis part of the Natural Heritage Trust, which
was established to stimulate activities in the national interest to achieve
t he conservation, sustainable use and repair of Australia' s natura

envi ronnent .

The Endangered Species Programains to prevent further extinctions of
Australian fauna and flora, and to restore endangered speci es and ecol ogi ca
conmunities to a secure status in the wld.

The purpose of the Endangered Species Programis to:

- promote the recovery of species and ecol ogical communities that are
endanger ed and vul ner abl e;

« prevent other species and ecol ogi cal communities from becom ng endanger ed;

* reduce conflict in |and managenent through readily understood nmechani sns
relating to the conservation of species and ecol ogi cal communities that
are endangered or vul nerabl e;

e provide for public involvenent in, and pronote public understandi ng of,
t he conservation of such species and ecol ogi cal comunities; and

* encourage co-operative managenent for the conservation of such species and
ecol ogi cal conmunities.

To achi eve these ains, the Program provides a core resource for the
conservation of nationally threatened speci es and ecol ogi cal communities,
primarily through funding on-ground comunity action to protect habitat

t hrough the preparation and inplenentati on of recovery and threat abatement
pl ans.

In addition to Federal |egislation there has been a major effort to better
protect Australia' s threatened species and ecol ogi cal communities through a
range of prograns and strategi c and regul atory neasures, together wth

i ncreased cooperative efforts between all |evels of government and the wi der
conmuni ty. Although nany habitats have not yet been conprehensively surveyed
to clarify whether nationally threatened species and ecol ogi cal communities
are present or not, for instance wi th groundwater ecosystens, our know edge
of the occurrence and needs of nationally threatened taxa and ecol ogi ca
comunities has rapidly expanded.

Wi | st consi derabl e progress has been nade in addressing the threat posed by
sone threatening processes such as invasive species and by certain fishing
practices, the nature and extent of inpact of many threats remain uncertain
The cunul ative inpact of wi despread ongoing | and clearing and habit at
degradation, together with other threats such as inappropriate water and fire
managenment practices, salinity and di sease, have led to the extinction of
sonme species and continue to threaten many other species and ecol ogi ca
comunities with the sane fate. The protection of threatened species and
comunities will continue to be an ongoing task requiring a | ong-term
commitrment by all |evels of governnment and the wi der conmunity.
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Article 8h Alien species

86. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

87. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting |[X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The Environnental Indicators for National State of the Environnment Reporting:
Bi odi versity states those exotic and alien organi sns outside cultivation or
captivity is a major pressure on biodiversity. The report goes on to state
that the nunmber of such organi sms outside cultivation and captivity is
reasonably well known for vertebrates, higher plants and some invertebrates,
but knowl edge is poor for npst other organi sns except the nore obvious
probl em or gani sns such as Phytophthora ci nnanmom in south-western Australi a.
The main |legislative role of the Federal CGovernment in invasive species
managenment has traditionally been barrier control through the Quarantine Act
1908 and the assessnent of environmental inmpacts on native species through
the Wldlife Protection (Regulation of Exports and Inports) Act 1982.

Local and State Governments have a range of |egislative and regul atory
nmechani sns covering invasive speci es. The managenent of invasive species
within Australia is primarily the responsibility of individual |andowners or
| and managers. There has been a focus in the past on managi ng invasive
speci es that threaten econom c production rather than environmental val ues.
However, this is changing as States and Territories, through threat abatenent
processes, aimto reduce invasive species pressure on threatened or
endangered flora, fauna and ecol ogi cal comunities. There has al so been a
shift towards classifying invasive species by their inpact on biodiversity in
addition to their econonmic effects, such as ‘environnental weeds’.

There has been considerable activity on terrestrial and marine invasive
species in all jurisdictions with a nunber of success stories. Despite this,
i nvasi ve species continue to pose a major threat to biodiversity and ongoi ng
vigilance is essential. Alas, managenent of alien species has the potentia
to consume | arge proportions of resources allocated to | and and water
nmanagenent .

88. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only major species of concern

c) only new or recent introductions

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new i ntroductions

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions X
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89. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the

i ntroducti on of these alien species?

a) no

b) only sone alien species of concern have been assessed

c) nost alien species have been assessed

90. Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of

eradi cate those alien species which threaten ecosystens, habitats or

S

, control or
peci es?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

Decision IV/1 Report and reconmendations of the third neeting of SBSTTA

91. I's your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national, regional
sub-regional and international |evels to address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action

b) di scussion on potential projects under way

c) active devel opnent of new projects

X

92. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of a

i en speci es?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or

speci es

93. I's your country applying the interimguiding principles for prevention,
introduction and mitigation of inpacts of alien species in the context of activities
ained at inplementing article 8(h) of the Convention, and in the various sectors?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) limted inplenentation in sone sectors

d) extensive inplenmentation in sonme sectors

e) extensive inplementation in nbst sectors

94. Has your country subm tted case-studies to the Executive Secretary

themati c assessnents?

f ocusi ng on

a) no

b) in preparation

c) yes
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95. Has your country subnmitted witten comments on the interimguiding principles to
t he Executive Secretary?

a) no

b) yes X

96. Has your country given priority to the devel opnent and inpl enentation of alien
i nvasi ve speci es strategi es and action plans?

a) no

b) vyes X

97. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country devel oped or
i nvol ved itself in mechanisnms for international co-operation, including the exchange
of best practices?

a) no

b) trans-boundary co-operation

c) regional co-operation

d) multilateral co-operation X

98. I's your country giving priority attention to geographically and evolutionarily
i sol ated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no

b) yes X

99. I's your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bi o- geographi cal
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no
b) yes X
100. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-awareness

neasures concerning the i ssue of alien species?

a) no

b) sone initiatives

c) many initiatives X

101. I's your country making avail able the information which it holds on alien
speci es through the CHW

a) no

b) sone information

c) all available information X

d) information avail able through other channels (pl ease specify)

102. I's your country providing support to enable the G obal |nvasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?

a) no

b) limted support X

c) substantial support
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Refer to Australia s Thematic Report on Alien Species.

88. Australia has identified all known introductions but does not track them
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Article 8] Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

103. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

104. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting |[X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

There has been sone advance over the |last few years in the inclusion of

i ndi genous know edge, and cooperation wth indigenous people, in |and
managenment and cultural heritage activities, especially on sites with
significance for Aboriginal and Torres Strait |slander people.

There is still a need to ensure that ethnobiol ogical know edge is preserved
wi t hi n i ndi genous comunities. To date cooperative ethnobi ol ogi cal prograns
are limted and do not appear well-coordinated Australia-w de.

I ndi genous people often are aware of native plants which have particul ar
nmedi cinal or culinary qualities. |If this know edge is exploited for
comerci al benefit, then access regi mes should ensure the benefits arising
from i ndi genous know edge are shared with the rel evant indi genous
comunities. This issue remains one of concern for indigenous conmmunities.

105. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmmunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles
rel evant for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity are
respected, preserved and nai ntai ned?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

106. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilization of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) progranmme or policy in place
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Decision I11/4 and Decision IV/9. Inplenentation of Article 8(j)

107. Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng strategies
for the inplenmentation of Article 8(j)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other neasures in place X
108. Has your country supplied information on the inplenentation of Article 8(j) to
ot her Contracting Parties through nedia such as the national report?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report X

c) yes - CHM X

d) yes - other nmeans (please give details bel ow)

109. Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on neasures
taken to devel op and inpl enent the Convention’s provisions relating to indi genous and
| ocal communities?

a) no
b) yes X
110. I's your country participating in appropriate working groups and neetings?
a) none
b) sone
c) all X
111. I's your country facilitating the active participation of representatives of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in these working groups and neetings?
a) no
b) yes X
Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions
112. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in the annex to the

deci sion, and identified how to inplenment those tasks appropriate to national
ci rcunst ances?

a) no

b) under review X

c) yes (please provide details)
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113. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng progranmmes, taking into
account the identified collaboration opportunities?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

114. I's your country taking full account of existing instrunents, guidelines, codes
and ot her relevant activities in the inplenentation of the programme of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

115. Has your country provided appropriate financial support for the inplenmentation
of the progranme of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent X

116. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonen’' s organi zations in the
activities undertaken to inplenent the progranme of work contained in the annex to the
deci sion and other relevant activities under the Convention?

a) no
b) yes X
117. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the full and effective

partici pation of indigenous and |ocal communities in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent X

118. Has your country provided case studi es on nethods and approaches concerning the
preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the control of that infornation
by i ndi genous and | ocal comunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — sent to the Secretari at

d) yes — through the national CHM

e) yes — available through other means (please specify) X
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119.
| egi sl ati on and ot her

practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities?

Does your country exchange information and share experiences regardi ng national
neasures for the protection of the know edge,

i nnovat i ons and

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — with specific countries

e) yes — avail able through other

nmeans (pl ease specify) X

120. Has your country taken neasures to pronote the conservati on and nai nt enance of
know edge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

C) sone nmeasures

d)

ext ensi ve neasures

121. Has your country supported the devel opment of

regi sters of traditional

communi ti es,

in

know edge, innovations and practices of
col | aboration with these conmunities?

i ndi genous and | ocal

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) devel opnent in progress

d) register fully devel oped

122. Have representatives of
participated in your official

i ndi genous and | ocal

conmuni ty organi zati ons
del egati on to nmeetings hel d under the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity?
a) not relevant
b) not appropriate
c) yes X
123. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-house

mechani smto co-operate closely with indi genous and | ocal

conmunities to expl ore ways

that enable themto make i nforned deci sions concerning rel ease of their traditional

know edge?

a) no

b) awaiting informati on on how to proceed

c) yes
124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities identified in
t he deci si on?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) partly X

d) fully
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

106. The Australian State of Queensland is currently devel oping a policy on
access to and use of biological and genetic resources for biodiscovery and
bi opr ospecti ng purposes; the Queensl and Bi oAccess Policy. During the

devel opnent of the Queensl and Bi oAccess Policy, the Queensland Gover nment
wi Il explore neasures to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilisation of traditional know edge, innovations and practices in
relation to biological resources and bi odi scovery.

The Queensl and CGovernnment has addressed this issue in the Code of Ethica
Practice for Biotechnol ogy Organisations in Queensland, to be rel eased
shortly. The Code will conmit biotechnol ogy organi sations operating in
Queensl and that obtain and use traditional know edge from i ndi genous persons
or conmunities to negotiate reasonabl e benefit sharing arrangements with

t hose persons or communities in the event that the know edge contributes to
successful discovery and conmercialisation

107. The Environnent Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999
refers to involvement of indigenous Australians in biodiversity conservation
al t hough the Il egislation was not specifically devel oped to reflect the
objectives of Article 8(j).

114. Three of the seven objects of the Environnment Protection and
Bi odi versity Conservation Act 1999, under section three, relate to indigenous
i nvol venent into Australia's biodiversity. These being:

e to pronpte a co-operative approach to the protection and managenent of the
envi ronnent invol ving governnents, the conmunity, |and-hol ders and
i ndi genous peopl es; and

e to recognise the role of indigenous people in the conservation and
ecol ogi cal | y sustai nabl e use of Australia's biodiversity; and

e to pronote the use of indigenous peoples' know edge of biodiversity with
t he invol venent of, and in co-operation with, the owners of the know edge.

As a result of this legislation a nunber of initiatives have been adopted.
Formal joint managenent of Kakadu, U uru and Booderee National Parks with

i ndi genous Australian’s has been established. This has |lead to indigenous
enpl oyment in the parks and a majority of the boards conprising of indigenous
Australian’s.

| mpl enentation of Article 8(j) is being achieved by two pilot projects
entitled Ethnobiol ogical Project — Indigenous Know edge of Biodiversity 2000
— 2001. The project ainms are to devel op protocol s and gui delines/

nmet hodol ogi es for the protection and transmi ssion of traditiona

et hnobi ol ogi cal know edge bet ween generati ons.

In addition, the Indigenous Advisory Commttee incorporates indigenous
know edge of the land into the conservation and sustai nabl e use of

bi odi versity, whilst the |Indigenous Protected Areas Program encourages

i ndi genous | and nanagenent. Sustai nable | and managenent is integral for
i ndi genous cultural protection and sustai nable use of biol resources.

115. Australia is currently at a policy devel opnent stage with regard to the
program of work. The program has been funded to a significant extent for
this stage of progress. Two comunities are part of the Ethnobiol ogica

Proj ect — |ndigenous Know edge of Biodiversity 2000 — 2001.

116. Wonen are an integral part of the transfer of ethnobiol ogical know edge
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to younger generations and are therefore incorporated into the programin
areas such as food and craft.

117. Active cooperation occurs with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait |slander
Conmi ssion (ATSIC). ATSIC are the main |ink between the Federal Governnent
and i ndi genous communities. ATSIC represented Australia at the Ad hoc Open
Ended | ntersessional working group in Seville in 2000.

118. Case Studies were provided to the World Intellectual Property
Organi sation fact finding mission on |Indigenous Property and Traditiona
Know edge.

119. Infornmation has been exchanged through Access to Bi ol ogi cal Resources
in Comonweal th Areas (2000) (Vourmard Report).

120. The Queensl and Government will explore nmeasures to pronote the
conservation and nai ntenance of know edge, innovations and practices of

i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities during the devel opment of the Queensl and
Bi oAcess Policy.

123. Traditional indigenous know edge is not a well devel oped area in
Australia. The CHM website in forns what has been achieved with the
avai | abl e know edge.

124. Again, the programis in the policy devel opnent stage.
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Article 9 Ex situ conservation

125. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

126. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting |[X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Australia has established and is maintaining a wide range of neasures and
facilities for ex-situ conservation through Federal, State and Territory
agencies, tertiary institutions and scientific organisations. Ex-situ
conservation facilities include zoos, aquaria, botanic gardens, seed banks
and col l ections of tissue cultures and m cro-organi sns. The current mneasures
are sufficient to nmeet the objective of conplenenting in-situ neasures for
t he conservation of plants, animals and micro-organi sns. However, they nay
not be sufficient to protect against unpredictable events that may threaten
specific species or rare genotypes. Ongoing effort is required to naintain
Australia s ex-situ collections, both in terms of maintaining |iving

speci nens and al so the information held about the itens in the collections.

127. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

128. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures X

b) sone nmeasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

129. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col |l aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes
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130. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
131. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ

conservation of and research on plants, animals and nicro-organi snms that represent
genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
132. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
133. Has your country adopted neasures for the reintroduction of threatened species

into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

134. Has your country taken neasures to regul ate and nanage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources fromnatural habitats for ex situ conservation purposes so as not
to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

| f a devel oped country Party -

135. Has your country cooperated in providing financial and other support for ex
situ conservation and in the establishnent and mai ntenance of ex situ conservation
facilities in devel oping countries (9e)?

I f a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

136. Has your country received financial and other support for ex situ conservation
and in the establishnent and nmi ntenance of ex situ conservation facilities (9e)?

a) no X

b) yes
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Article 10 Sustainable use of conponents of biological diversity

137. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

138. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recomendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further conmments on relative priority and on availability of resources

139. Has your country integrated consideration of the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of biological resources into national decision nmaking (10a)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranme or policy in place X

e) review of inplenentation avail able

140. Has your country adopted neasures relating to the use of biological resources
that avoid or mnimze adverse inpacts on bhiol ogical diversity (10b)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

141. Has your country put in place neasures that protect and encourage customary use
of biol ogical resources that is conpatible with conservation or sustainable use
requi renents (10c)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

142. Has your country put in place nmeasures that help | ocal popul ati ons devel op and
i npl emrent renedi al action in degraded areas where biol ogical diversity has been
reduced (10d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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143. Does your country actively encourage cooperation between government authorities
and the private sector in devel opi ng nethods for sustainable use of biol ogical
diversity (10e)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) programme or policy in place

e) review of inplenentation avail abl e

Deci sions 1V/15. Relationship of the Convention with the Conmi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and bi odi versity-related conventi ons

144. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on tourismand its
i npacts on biological diversity, and efforts to effectively plan and nmanage touri sn?

a) no

b) yes — previous national report X

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)

145. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on biodiversity-
related activities of the CSD (such as SIDS, oceans, seas and freshwater resources,
consunpti on and production patterns)?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report X

c) yes — correspondence

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow) X

Decision V/24. Sustainable use as a cross-cutting issue

146. Has your country identified indicators and incentive neasures for sectors
rel evant to the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway X

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)

147. Has your country assisted other Parties to increase their capacity to inplenent
sust ai nabl e-use practices, programes and policies at regional, national and | ocal
| evel s, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) toalimted extent X

d) to a significant extent (please provide details)
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148. Has your country devel oped mechani sms to involve the private sector and
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in initiatives on sustainable use, and in nechani sns
to ensure that indigenous and | ocal comunities benefit from such sustainable use?

a) no

b) nechani sms under devel oprment X

c) mechanisns in place (please describe)

149. Has your country identified areas for conservation that woul d benefit through
t he sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and comunicated this information to the
Executi ve Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/25. Biological diversity and tourism

150. Has your country based its policies, programmes and activities in the field of
sust ai nabl e touri smon an assessnment of the inter-I|inkages between tourism and
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no X

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent

151. Has your country submitted case-studies on tourismas an exanple of the
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes
152. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Ecotourisnf

a) no X

b) yes
153. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Muntains?

a) no

b) yes X

154. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Coral Reef Initiative?

a) no
b) yes X
155. Has your country established enabling policies and | egal framewrks to

conpl enent voluntary efforts for the effective inplenentati on of sustainable tourisn®

a) no X

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent (please describe)
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

140. Land clearing is a notable exception

146. The States of Australia have devel oped progranms to assist better |and
managenent and protective schemes. These prograns are increasingly adopting
a nore integrated approach to include biodiversity enhancenent as an equa
goal. Exanples include Bushcare, under the Natural Heritage Trust, and

WAt er wat ch.

153. Activities that are relevant to biodiversity are planned for the
I nternational Year of Mountains, however the International Year of Mountains
is to be held in 2001 so these activities have not yet taken pl ace.
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Article 11 Incentive neasures

156. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

157. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting |[X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The Australian Governnent remains committed to the use of incentive nmeasures
in the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity. Significant

i nvestment fromthe Natural Heritage Trust has been directed to innovative
community based prograns that work to conserve biodiversity at a | ocal and
regional level. Incentives are currently being provided and will continue to
be provided through a range of prograns jointly nmanaged in partnership
between the National and State and Territory Governnents.

O her incentive nmeasures include recent changes to the Australian tax system
the Environnent Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, Bushcare
(The National Vegetation Initiative), Local Government rate rebates and
concessi ons, regional strategic planning and partnerships with indi genous
peopl e.

158. Are programmes in place to identify and ensure the adoption of economically and
soci al ly sound neasures that act as incentives for the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of conponents of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) programmes in place X
e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e X
159. Do these incentives, and the programmes to identify them and ensure their

adoption, cover the full range of sectoral activities?

a) no

b) sone sectors

c) all mmjor sectors X

d) all sectors
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Decision I11/18. Incentive neasures

160. Has your country revi ewed | egislation and econonic policies to identify and
pronote incentives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) reviews in progress

c) sone reviews conplete X

d) as far as practically possible

161. Has your country ensured the devel opnent of nechani sms or approaches to ensure
adequat e i ncorporation of both market and non- mar ket val ues of biol ogical diversity
into plans, policies and progranmmes and other rel evant areas, inter alia, nationa
accounting systens and i nvestnent strategies?

a) no

b) early stages of identifying mechani sms X

c) advanced stages of identifying nechani sns

d) nmechanisnms in place

e) review of inpact of nechani sns avail abl e

162. Has your country devel oped training and capacity buil di ng progranmes to
i mpl enent incentive neasures and pronbte private-sector initiatives?
a) no
b) pl anned
c) sone
d) many X
163. Has your country incorporated biol ogical diversity considerations into inpact
assessnents as a step in the design and inplenentation of incentive nmeasures?
a) no
b) yes X

164. Has your country shared experience on incentive neasures with other Contracting
Parties, including nmaking rel evant case-studies available to the Secretariat?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report X

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow)
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Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

165. I's your country actively designing and i npl enenting incentive nmeasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) neasures in place X
e) review of inplenentation avail abl e X
166. Has your country identified threats to biol ogi cal diversity and underlying

causes of biodiversity loss, including the relevant actors, as a stage in designing
i ncentive neasures?

a) no

b) partially reviewed

c) thoroughly revi ewed X

d) nmeasures designed based on the revi ews

e) review of inplenmentation avail able

167. Do the existing incentive neasures take account of economic, social, cultural
and ethical valuation of biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
168. Has your country devel oped | egal and policy frameworks for the design and

i mpl ement ati on of incentive neasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) frameworks in place X

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e

169. Does your country carry out consultative processes to define clear target-
oriented incentive measures to address the underlying causes of biodiversity |oss?

a) no

b) processes being identified

c) processes identified but not inplenented

d) processes in place X

170. Has your country identified and considered neutralizing perverse incentives?
a) no
b) identification progranmre under way X

c) identified but not all neutralized

d) identified and neutralized
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Deci sion V/15. Incentive neasures

171. Has your country reviewed the incentive nmeasures pronoted through the Kyoto
Protocol to the UN Franework Convention on Cimate Change?

a) no

b) yes X
172. Has your country expl ored possible ways and neans by which these incentive

neasures can support the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity in your
country?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) early stages of devel opnent

d) advanced stages of devel oprment X

e) further information avail abl e

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

166. Australia has identified threats to biodiversity and underlying causes
of biodiversity loss. However, there are unknown el ements that exist that
have the potential to cause future threats to biodiversity, such as
greenhouse, climte change and i nvasive speci es.

171. Australia has devel oped a conprehensi ve package of neasures to address
the issue of climte change. Policies and prograns have been devel oped to
address the full range of greenhouse gas sources and sinks. Australia
conducts ongoi ng nonitoring and eval uation of existing activities as a neans
of determining policy and program effectiveness. For further information on
Australia’ s response to climate change, refer to the Australian G eenhouse
O fice internet site, ww. greenhouse. gov. au

Australia ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change
i n Decenber 1992, however we are yet to ratify the Kyoto Protocol under the
Conventi on.
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Article 12 Research and training

173. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and

t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

174. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and recomendati ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate c) Limting |[X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Si gni fi cant advances have been nmade over the |ast few years in know edge of

bi odi versity but there is still along way to go. It is estinmated that nore
than 90 per cent of Australia’ s mamuals, birds, reptiles and frogs and some
70 per cent of Australia s flowering plants, conifers, ferns and ot her
vascul ar plants are identified and described, but only about 50 per cent of
the invertebrates and | ower order plants are identified. Scientists know even
| ess about ot her organi sns such as fungi and bacteria. Considerable research
i s needed to understand ecosystem processes particularly those in the soi

and in narine, estuarine and fresh water ecosystens.

175.
and training in neasures for the identification,
bi ol ogi cal diversity and its conponents (12a)?

Has your country established programmes for scientific and technical education
conservation and sustainabl e use of

a) no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

progranmes i n pl ace

X

176.

Has your country provided support to other

Parties for education and training

in nmeasures for the identification,

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica

diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no

b) yes X
177. Does your country pronpte and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity (12b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

X

178. Does your country pronpte and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in
bi ol ogi cal diversity research in devel opi ng met hods for conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biol ogical resources (12c)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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If a devel oped country Party -

179. Does your country’s inplenentation of the above activities take into account
t he special needs of devel opi ng countries?

a) no

b) yes, where rel evant X

Further conments on inplenmentation of this Article

176. Limited funding is provided by Australia for specific educational and
trai ning projects.

179. Australia has supported a nunmber of specific initiatives in the Asia
Pacific region to assist developing countries with scientific and technica
training in identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use of wetl ands.

In partnership with Wetlands International - Cceania, Australia supports
wetl and training and capacity building activities in a nunber of Pacific

I sl and and East Asian countries. The Ransar Pacific Islands Liaison Oficer
project has delivered training in wetland inventory, assessnent and w se use
with an enphasis on mangroves and freshwater |akes. The Shorebird Fl yway
Oficer Project has delivered training in migratory shorebird identification
conservation and nanagenent planning for wetland site nanagers in East Asian-
Austral asi an Fl yway.

Australia is also providing funding support to the Northern Territory
University for the Asia Pacific Wtland Managers Trai ning Program The
overall aimof the training programis to provide wetland nanagers with the
skills necessary to achi eve sustainable use of wetlands with a focus is on
tropical areas of the Asia-Pacific region. Courses have been delivered in
Papua New Guinea, Fiji, lrian Jaya, and Vietnam covering training in wetland
ecol ogy and managenent and hands-on training in practical wetland managenent
skills, such as control of invasive species.
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Article 13 Public educati on and awareness

180. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

181. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The invol venent of all Australians is vital to conserving Australia's

bi odi versity. Increasing public awareness of CGovernnent initiatives,
particularly the prograns of the Natural Heritage Trust, encourages greater
conmmunity invol venent in those progranms and ot her community environnenta
activities. Programs such as Coastcare, Bushcare and Endangered Species fund
on-ground conmunity action to protect Australia's unique biodiversity.

The Governnent's National Action Plan for environnmental education provides an
overarching framework for environmental education activities in Australi a.

In this respect, the |ong-termunderstanding of the inportance of

bi odi versity depends on its inclusion in the curricula of all forna

education sectors. The national curriculumprofile, for exanple, which is
devel oped cooperatively by the Federal Governnment, States and Territories,
and educational institutions, now includes biodiversity as part of an

i nterdi sciplinary approach. However, key biodiversity concepts and issues
need to be enphasi sed and explored nore fully by students. At the sane tineg,
the focus of biodiversity education needs to be broadened fromthe prinmary
and secondary school focus to enconpass the TAFE and tertiary sectors.
Stronger connections are needed between biodiversity education and career
devel opnent in the environnental field.

182. Does your country pronote and encour age understandi ng of the inportance of, and
the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through nmedia?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
183. Does your country pronote and encour age understandi ng of the inportance of, and

the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through the
i nclusion of this topic in education progranmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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184. Does your country cooperate with other States and international organizations
i n devel opi ng rel evant educati onal and public awareness progranmes (13b)?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

185. Are public education and awareness needs covered in the national strategy and
action plan?

a) no

b) yes — linited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

186. Has your country allocated appropriate resources for the strategic use of
education and conmuni cation instrunents at each phase of policy fornmulation,
i mpl ement ati on and eval uati on?

a) limted resources

b) significant but not adequate resources X

c) adequate resources

187. Does your country support initiatives by major groups that foster stakehol der
participation and that integrate biol ogical diversity conservation matters in their
practi ce and educati on progranmes?

a) no
b) yes X

188. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into education strategies?
a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) yes
189. Has your country nade avail abl e any case-studi es on public education and
awar eness and public participation, or otherw se sought to share experiences?

a) no

b) yes X
190. Has your country illustrated and transl ated the provisions of the Convention
into any | ocal |anguages to pronote public education and awareness rai sing of rel evant
sectors?

a) not relevant X

b) still to be done

c) under devel opnent

d) yes
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191. I's your country supporting |ocal, national, sub-regional and regi onal education
and awar eness progranmmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

192. When requesting assistance through the GEF, has your country proposed projects
that pronote nmeasures for inplenmenting Article 13 of the Convention?

a) no
b) yes
Deci sion V/17. Education and public awareness
193. Does your country support capacity-building for education and conmmuni cation in

bi ol ogi cal diversity as part of the national biodiversity strategy and acti on pl ans?

a) no

b) |imted support

c) yes (please give details) X

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

193. Australia is supportive of a variety of capacity-building progranms for
education and public conmunication. The Comunity Biodiversity Network
(wwv. cbn. org. au) is a Governnent funded programthat conprises of a network
of community based organi sations that aimto increase comunity understandi ng
of biodiversity and pronote community invol venment in biodiversity
conservation.

Maj or public awareness initiatives include National Science Wek (9 — 13 My
2001) that is based on a biodiversity thene, Earth Alive Biodiversity Mnth

i n Septenber 2001 and Water Week in October 2001, with a Water for Life thene
and focus on biodiversity.

Further public information is available at the Community Information Unit at
Environment Australia. Publications include Environnment Australia

bi odi versity publications, Biodiversity Techni cal Papers, Biodiversity Series
papers, the National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia's Biologica
Di versity, and general information booklets and publications.
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Article 14 | npact assessnment and mnim zi ng adverse imnpacts

194. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

195. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Under the Environment Protection and Biodi versity Conservation Act 1999
Federal environmental assessment and approval processes will be triggered by
proposed activities that have, or are likely to have, a significant adverse
effect on matters of national environnental significance. The range of
matters reflects an appropriate role for the Federal Government in the

envi ronnent al assessnent and approval s process and recogni ses constitutiona
capacity, including that State Governments are responsible for the najority
of land planni ng and nmanagenent deci sions. The national environnenta
significance matters under the Act are:

e World Heritage properties;

* Ransar wetlands of international significance;
e Jlisted threatened species and communities

e Jlisted mgratory species;

e Commonweal th marine areas; and

e Nucl ear actions (including uranium m ning).

Actions on Conmmonwealth [and that are likely to have a significant inpact on
the environment, actions outside Commonwealth [and that are likely to have a
significant inmpact on the environment of Conmonwealth | and, and actions taken
by the Commonwealth that are likely to have a significant inpact on the

envi ronnent anywhere in the world, may al so require approval under the

Envi ronment Protection and Biodi versity Conservation Act 1999.

196. Is legislation in place requiring an environnmental inmpact assessnent of
proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biol ogical diversity (14
(la))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation in place X

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e X
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197. Do such environnmental inmpact assessnent procedures allow for public
participation (14(1la))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
198. Does your country have mechani sms in place to ensure that the environnental

consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have
si gni fi cant adverse inpacts on biological diversity are duly taken into account
(14(1b))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge X

199. I's your country involved in bilateral, regional and/or nmultilateral discussion
on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

200. I's your country inplenenting bilateral, regional and/or nultilateral agreenents
on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) no, assessnent of options in progress

c) sone conpleted, others in progress X
b) yes
201. Has your country nechanisns in place to notify other States of cases of

i mm nent or grave danger or damege to biol ogical diversity originating in your
country and potentially affecting those States (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place X

e) no need identified
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202. Has your country mechanisnms in place to prevent or mninize danger or danmge
originating in your State to biological diversity in other States or in areas
beyond the linmts of national jurisdiction (14(21d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge X
e) no need identified X
203. Has your country national nechanisnms in place for energency response to

activities or events which present a grave and inm nent danger to biol ogi cal
diversity (14(1e))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place X

204. Has your country encouraged international cooperation to establish joint
contingency plans for energency responses to activities or events which present a
grave and i mm nent danger to biological diversity (14(1le))?

a) no X

b) yes

c) no need identified

Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

205. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information and
experience relating to environnental inpact assessment and resulting mitigating
nmeasures and incentive schenes?

a) no
b) information provided to the Secretari at X
c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM

206. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information on
measures and agreenments on liability and redress applicable to danage to
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM
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Deci sion V/18. Inpact assessnent, liability and redress

207. Has your country integrated environnental inpact assessment into programmes on
thematic areas and on alien species and tourisn®

a) no

b) partly integrated X

c) fully integrated

208. When carrying out environnental inpact assessnments does your country address
| oss of biological diversity and the interrel ated soci o-econonic, cultural and
human- heal th aspects rel evant to biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) partly X

c) fully

209. When devel opi ng new | egi sl ative and regul atory franeworks, does your country
have in place nmechani snms to ensure the consideration of biological diversity
concerns fromthe early stages of the drafting process?

a) no

b) in sone circunstances

c) in all circunstances X
210. Does your country ensure the involvenent of all interested and affected
st akehol ders in a participatory approach to all stages of the assessnent process?
a) no
b) yes - in certain circunstances
c) yes - in all cases X
211. Has your country organi sed expert meetings, workshops and semi nars, and/or

trai ni ng, educational and public awareness progranmes and exchange programes in
order to pronote the devel opment of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techniques
and procedures for inpact assessment?

a) no

b) sonme programmes in place X

c) many programres in place

d) integrated approach to building expertise

212. Has your country carried out pilot environnental inpact assessment projects, in
order to pronote the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techniques
and procedures?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide further details)
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213. Does your country use strategic environnental assessnents to assess not only
the inpact of individual projects, but also their cumul ative and gl obal effects,
and ensure the results are applied in the decision nmaking and pl anni ng processes?

a) no

b) to a limted extent X

c) to a significant extent

214. Does your country require the inclusion of devel opnent of alternatives,
mtigation measures and consi deration of the el aborati on of conpensati on nmeasures
in environnental inpact assessnent?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

215. I's national information available on the practices, systens, nechani sns and
experiences in the area of strategic environnmental assessnment and i npact
assessnent ?

a) no

b) yes (please append or sunmari se) X

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

201. A nunber of cooperative and formal prograns are in place. There are,
for exanple, formal notification procedures under the International Plant
Protection Convention and under the International Ofice of Epizootics.

203. Mechanisnms are in place for agricultural ecosystens. They are in the
advanced stages of devel opnent for nmarine systens, whilst there are no
mechani snms in place for environnental plant pests and di seases.

204. There is a need within this area for cooperative activities,
particularly in agricultural ecosystens.

208. Environnental |npact Assessments (ElA) address the | oss of biodiversity,
and cover the interrelated soci o-econom c, cultural and human-health aspects
when rel evant to the individual case.

212. Expertise in nethodol ogies, techniques and procedures is already
mai ntained at a State and Federal level in Australia.

213. Strategic assessnments are specifically provided for within the

Envi ronment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. However, due
to the nature of cases, it is expected that this process will represent only
arelatively small percentage of the total number of environnental inpact
assessnents carried out in Australia.

215. A large nunber of environnental inpact assessnents have been prepared in
Australia under Federal, State and Territory legislation. It is not possible
to list all the practices, systens, mechani sms and experiences. However, a
great deal of information is available on the Federal Governnent website:
http: //ww. envi ronnent. gov. au/ epbc. State and Territory Governnment websites
al so contain significant information on environmental inpact assessnent
processes.
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The Federal CGovernnent has responsibility for matters of nationa

envi ronnental significance. States and Territories have major

responsi bilities for [and use planning and managenent. Wthin this

| egi sl ative schenme the Australian EIA Network Internet site

(www. envi ronnent . gov. au/ epg/ ei anet) nanaged by Environment Australia provides
i nformation |inks between jurisdictions and provides general information on
environnent al inpact assessment practice and procedures within Australia.
Where appropriate the site provides |links to other country sites. The

pur pose and content of the site will be reviewed during 2001.
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Article 15 Access to genetic resources

216. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

217. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nmade?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Under Australia’s Federal system of Governnent, access to biol ogica
resources is a matter for the individual jurisdictions. At Federal level a
public inquiry has been held on access to biological resources in
Commonweal th areas and new regul ati ons are bei ng devel oped under Section 301
of the Environnent Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999. The
Conmmonweal th Government is working with State and Territory Governnents
towards the establishnent of a nationally consistent approach and individua
State CGovernments are devel opi ng appropriate policy and |egislation. Current
exanpl es of State involvenent include Western Australian |egislation
regardi ng access to biological resources and the Queensl and Gover nnent

devel opnent of the Bi oAccess Policy. The Queensland Bi oAccess Policy wll
facilitate access to and use of the State's biological resources on equitable
benefit sharing terms, maxim sing opportunities for Queensland. The Policy
will also address the negotiation of benefit sharing arrangenments w th other
States, Territories or countries for access and use of their biological or
genetic resources by Queensland Government agencies.

218. Has your country endeavoured to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environnmentally sound uses by other Contracting Parties
(15(2))?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

219. Is there any nutual understandi ng or agreenent in place between different

interest groups and the State on access to genetic resources (15(4))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

220. Has your country an open participation planning process, or any other process
in place, to ensure that access to resources is subject to prior informed consent
(15(5))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) processes in place
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221. Has your country taken nmeasures to ensure that any scientific research based on
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties is devel oped and carri ed
out with the full participation of such Contracting Parties (15(6))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

222. Has your country taken neasures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the
results of research and devel opnent and the benefits arising fromthe conmerci al
and ot her use of genetic resources with any Contracting Party providing such
resources (15(7))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

|f so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and admi ni strative measures X
Decision I1/11 and Decision I11/15. Access to genetic resources
223. Has your country provided the secretariat with informati on on rel evant

| egi slation, admi nistrative and policy neasures, participatory processes and
research programmes?

a) no

b) yes, within the previous national report

c) yes, through case-studies

d) yes, through other means (please give details bel ow) X

224, Has your country inplemented capacity-building programmes to pronbte successf ul
devel opment and i npl enment ati on of | egislative, adnministrative and policy neasures
and gui del i nes on access, including scientific, technical, business, |egal and
managenent skills and capacities?

a) no

b) sonme programmes covering sone needs

C) many programres covering sonme needs X

d) progranmmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

225. Has your country anal ysed experiences of |egislative, admnistrative and policy
nmeasures and gui del i nes on access, including regional efforts and initiatives, for
use in further devel opnent and i npl enmentati on of neasures and guidel i nes?

a) no

b) analysis in progress X

c) analysis conpleted
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226. I's your country collaborating with all relevant stakehol ders to explore,
devel op and i npl ement gui deli nes and practices that ensure nutual benefits to
provi ders and users of access measures?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
227. Has your country identified national authorities responsible for granting

access to genetic resources?

a) no X

b) yes
228. I's your country taking an active role in negotiations associated with the

adaptation of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agricul ture?

a) no
b) yes X
Deci sion V/26. Access to genetic resources
229. Has your country designated a national focal point and one or nore conpetent

national authorities to be responsi ble for access and benefit-sharing arrangenents
or to provide informati on on such arrangenents?

a) no

b) yes

c) yes, and Executive Secretary notified X

230. Do your country's national biodiversity strategy, and | egislative
adm ni strative or policy nmeasures on access and benefit-sharing, contribute to
conservation and sustai nabl e use objectives?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Parties that are recipients of genetic resources

231. Has your country adopted admi nistrative or policy neasures that are supportive
of efforts made by provider countries to ensure that access to their genetic
resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the Convention?

a) no

b) other arrangenents nade X

c) yes
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232. Does your country co-operate with other Parties in order to find practical and
equi tabl e sol uti ons supportive of efforts made by provider countries to ensure
that access to their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the
Convention, recognizing the conplexity of the issue, with particular consideration
of the multiplicity of prior inforned consent considerations?

a) no
b) yes (please provide details) X
233. In developing its |egislation on access, has your country taken into account

and al |l owed for the devel opnent of a nultilateral systemto facilitate access and
benefit-sharing in the context of the International Undertaking on Plant Cenetic

Resour ces?

a) no

b) | egislation under devel opnent

X

c) yes

234. I's your country co-ordinating its positions in both the Conventi on on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) taking steps to do so

X

c) yes

235. Has your country provided information to the Executive Secretary on user
institutions, the market for genetic resources, non-nmonetary benefits, new and
ener gi ng nechani sns for benefit sharing, incentive neasures, clarification of
definitions, sui generis systens and “intermedi ari es”?

a) no
b) sone information provided X
c) substantial information provided
236. Has your country submitted information on specific issues related to the role

of intellectual property rights in the inplenmentati on of access and benefit-
sharing arrangenents to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X
b) yes

237. Has your country provided capacity-building and technol ogy devel opment and
transfer for the maintenance and utilization of ex situ collections?
a) no
b) yes to a linited extent
c) yes to a significant extent X
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

220. Regul ations are being devel oped under section 301 (Access to Biol ogica
Resources) of the Environnent Protection and Bi odiversity Conservation Act
1999.

222. The Australian National Botanical Gardens has adopted Conmon Policy

Cui del i nes.

223 & 226. Australia has provided the Secretariat with the Commonweal th
public inquiry on Access to Biological Resources in Comobnweal th Areas.

227. Australia does not recognise a unique or single national conpetent
authority for access and benefit sharing.

229. The Executive Secretary has been notified that Max Kitchell, First

Assi stant Secretary, Natural Heritage Division, Environnent Australia, is the
national focal point. The Departments of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and |Industry, Science and Resources al so
have certain responsibilities in respect to access to biological resources
within Australia.

232. Australia has taken an active role in all relevant intergovernnental
fora dealing with issues of access, benefit sharing, technol ogy transfer and
capacity building. This includes participation in the Conference of the
Parties to the CBD and any related activities under its auspices, FAO
negotiations for the revision of the International Undertaking on Pl ant
CGeneti c Resources, the WPO Intergovernnmental Comrittee on Genetic Resources,
Tradi ti onal Know edge and Fol klore. Australia also makes a significant
contribution in these areas through its aid program and through vari ous

regi onal activities.
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Article 16 Access to and transfer of technol ogy

238. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

239. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

240. Has your country taken neasures to provide or facilitate access for and
transfer to other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity or nmake use of genetic
resources and do not cause significant damage to the environnent (16(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

241. I's your country aware of any initiatives under which rel evant technology is
transferred to your country on concessional or preferential ternms (16(2))?

a) no X

b) yes (please give brief details bel ow

242. Has your country taken neasures so that Contracting Parties which provide
genetic resources are provi ded access to and transfer of technol ogy which nmake use
of those resources, on nutually agreed terns (16(3))?

a) not relevant X

b) relevant, but no neasures

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential neasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

|f so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and adm ni strative arrangenents
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243.

Has your country taken measures so that the private sector facilitates access
to joint devel opment and transfer of rel evant technol ogy for the benefit of
government institutions and the private sector of devel oping countries (16(4))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures

a) Legislation?

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation?

c) Policy and adm nistrative arrangenents? X
244, Does your country have a national systemfor intellectual property right
protection (16(5))?
a) no
b) yes X
245, If yes, does it cover biological resources (for exanple, plant species) in any
way ?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
Decision 111/17. Intellectual property rights
246. Has your country conducted and provided to the secretariat case-studies of the
i npacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evenent of the Conventions
obj ectives?
a) no X
b) sone
c) nmany
Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article
245. In Australia, both patents and plant breeder’s rights are avail able for

i nventions that utilise biological resources provided that they neet
certain statutory requirenents. Patents are available for inventions

i nvol ving biological material with the excepti on of human bei ngs and

t he biol ogi cal processes for their generation. In addition, plant
breeder’s rights are also available for new plant varieties.
Intellectual property rights are not available for biological resources
as they occur in nature. There needs to be sone intervention in order
to claima valid intellectual property right over them
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Article 17 Exchange of infornation

247. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

248. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nmade?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Australia gives a high priority to exchange of information. Nationa
standards for herbarium and nuseum data, vegetation data and general spatia
data, coupled with nationally applicable indicators for biological diversity
(under State of the Environnent reporting), are greatly facilitating the
seanl ess exchange of information between jurisdictions. A recent major

achi evenent is the devel opment of a publicly avail abl e spatial database on
nationally threatened and nmigratory species and ecol ogi cal comunities to
support the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999.

A range of environmental information is available on the internet including
the O earing House Mechani sm (chm environnment. gov. au), the Environnental
Resources Informati on Network (ww. environment. gov. au/erin/index.htm) and
the Australian Biodiversity Information Facility as part of the Australian

Bi ol ogi cal Resources Study (www. anbg. gov. au/abrs/abif.htn). It also includes
data and products of the National Resource Information Centre

(www. af f a. gov. au/ cor porat e_docs/ data. htnl), the National Forest Inventory
(www. brs.gov.au/nfi), and the National Land and Water Resources Audit

(www. nl wr a. gov. au) .

The Environnment Australia (Departnent of Environment and Heritage) website is
| ocated at www. envi ronment.gov.au, with links to State and Territory

Envi ronment Departnents at www. environment. gov. au/library/govtdepts. htm,
that contain a wealth of publicly avail abl e biodiversity information nanaged
by the States. Further information for natural resources is avail able
through the Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia website
(ww. af fa. gov.au) and its Bureau of Rural Sciences site

(ww. af f a. gov. au/ out put s/ rural sci ence. htm ).

A virtual herbariumand virtual nuseum are currently bei ng devel oped.

249. Has your country taken measures to facilitate the exchange of information from
publicly avail able sources (17(1))?

a) no neasures

b) restricted by |ack of resources

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential neasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place X
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If a devel oped country Party -

250. Do these neasures take into account the special needs of devel oping countries

(17(1))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent

251. If so, do these neasures include all the categories of information listed in
Article 17(2), including technical, scientific and socio-econonic research
trai ni ng and surveyi ng programmes, specialized know edge, repatriation of

informati on and so on?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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Article 18 Technical and scientific cooperation

252. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

253. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Australia is held in high regard internationally for its denonstrated
expertise in biodiversity informati on nanagenent, especially principles and
protocols related to coll aborative networks, custodianship and netadata. The
Australian Biodiversity Information Facility and the C earing House Mechani sm
are exanples of this expertise.

The Australian Biodiversity Information Facility (ABIF) is an initiative of
the Australian Biological Resources Study. It ains to deliver reliable and
conpr ehensi ve basic infornmation on Australia's biodiversity to the w dest
range of users, free of charge. ABIF is a collaborative project with al
contributions of data fully acknowl edged. ABIF consists of an array of
checklists and censuses of various groups of organi sns, searchable

el ectronically. The core of each nodule is a list of accepted nanes for that
group of organisns within Australia

The C earing-House Mechani sm (CHM) pronotes scientific and technica
cooperation at all levels anmong Parties to the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity. As well, it facilitates access to and exchange of information on
bi odi versity around the world. At the national |evel, the CHM serves the

i nformati on needs of those organi sations involved in inplementing the

provi sions of the Convention and the National Strategy for the Conservation
of Australia' s Biological Dversity.

254. Has your country taken measures to pronote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity (18(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

255. Do the neasures taken to pronote cooperation with other Contracting Parties in
the inpl ementation of the Convention pay special attention to the devel opment and
strengt heni ng of national capabilities by means of human resources devel opnent and
institution building (18(2))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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256. Has your country encouraged and devel oped nethods of cooperation for the
devel opnent and use of technol ogi es, including indigenous and traditional
technol ogi es, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention (18(4))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) nethods in place X
257. Does such cooperation include the training of personnel and exchange of experts

(18(4))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

258. Has your country pronoted the establishnent of joint research programes and
joint ventures for the devel opnent of technol ogies relevant to the objectives of
the Convention (18(5))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision I11/3, Decision Ill/4 and Decision IV/2. Cearing House

Mechani sm
259. I's your country cooperating in the devel opnent and operation of the d earing
House Mechani sn?
a) no
b) yes X
260. I's your country hel ping to devel op national capabilities through exchangi ng and

di ssem nating i nformati on on experi ences and | essons | earned in inplenmenting the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
261. Has your country designated a national focal point for the C earing-House

Mechani sn?

a) no

b) yes X
262. I's your country providing resources for the devel opnent and i npl enent ati on of

the d eari ng- House Mechani sn®?

a) no

b) yes, at the national |evel

c) yes, at national and international |evels X
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263. I's your country facilitating and participating in workshops and ot her expert
meetings to further the devel opnent of the CHM at international |evels?

a) no

b) participation only

C) supporting sonme neetings and participating X

264. I's your CHM operationa

a) no

b) under devel opnent

c) yes (please give details bel ow) X
265. Is your CHM |inked to the Internet

a) no

b) yes X
266. Has your country established a multi-sectoral and nulti-disciplinary CHM

steering commttee or working group at the national |evel?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/14. Scientific and technical co-operation and the
cl eari nghouse nechanisns (Article 18)

267. Has your country reviewed the priorities identified in Annex | to the decision
and sought to inplenent then?

a) not reviewed

b) reviewed but not inplenented X

c) reviewed and inpl emented as appropriate

Further conments on inplenmentation of these Articles

264. Australia’ s CHM website has been operational since December 1999. The
website offers biodiversity information and links to other Parties and offers
gui dance.

266. Rat her than set up new commttees Australia has incorporated the CHM
i nto existing decision naking processes.
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Article 19 Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

268. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

269. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

In 1999 the CGovernnment established Biotechnol ogy Australia and the Federa
Government’s Bi otechnol ogy Mnisterial Council to coordi nate Gover nnent

bi ot echnol ogy activities and to devel op a national biotechnol ogy strategy.
The Bi ot echnol ogy Consultative G oup (BIOCOG, a panel of experts from

i ndustry and the scientific and research comunity, to provide independent
advi se to the Government, was al so established.

From here the National Biotechnology Strategy was fornulated. The strategy
seeks to:

e Capitalise on our existing advantages in biotechnol ogy;
* Achi eve sustainable growh for established and new i ndustry sectors;

e Strengthen coordi nati on anong Federal Governnent activities and
partnerships with State Governnents;

e Build on industry conmtnent and active participation;
e Develop a catalytic role for governnent; and

- Provide a basis for ongoing consultation and strategy devel opnent.

A new body, the Australian Biotechnol ogy Advisory Council (ABAC), will soon
repl ace BI OCOG to provide high | evel independent advice to the Mnisteria
Counci | on biotechnol ogy devel oprment, including research and devel opnent,

i nternational |inks, commercial developnents, public interest issues and

et hi cal issues.
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270. Has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation in
bi ot echnol ogi cal research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide
the genetic resources for such research (19(1))?

a) no neasures X

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures:

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and admi ni strative measures

271. Has your country taken all practicable neasures to pronote and advance priority
access on a fair and equitable basis by Contracting Parties to the results and
benefits arising from bi ot echnol ogi es based upon genetic resources provided by
those Contracting Parties (19(2))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

Decision IV/3. Issues related to biosafety and Decision V/1. Wrk Pl an
of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on
Bi osafety

272. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) not a signatory X

b) signed, ratification in progress

c) instrunent of ratification deposited
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Labelling of Genetically Mdified Foods

On 28 July 2000, the Australia New Zeal and Food Standards Council (ANZFSC)
agreed to new | abelling rules for genetically nodified (G foods.

The new food standard will require the |abelling of food and food ingredients
where novel DNA and/or novel protein is present in the final food at
concentrations greater than one percent. It also requires |abelling of food

and ingredients where the food has altered characteristics, with the
exenption of highly refined food such as sugars and oils, processing aids and
food additives, flavours in which the concentration is | ess than one percent
and foods at restaurants and takeaways.

To give food manufacturers and inmporters tine to ascertain the status of
their products and revise their |abels, the new standard will take effect
twel ve nmonths from gazettal, that is, in Decenber 2001

Australia and New Zeal and now have one of the nobst rigorous |abelling
requi renents for GM foods in the world.

Cene Technol ogy Act 2000

The Federal Governnment established the Interim Ofice of the Gene Technol ogy
Regul ator (1 OGTR) in May 1999 to coordi nate the devel opnent of a nationa
regul atory systemfor genetically nodified organisnms. The | OGIR undertook an
ext ensi ve consultation process to establish the Gene Technol ogy Act 2000,
which will cone into force on 21 June 2001. State legislation, and an inter-
Governmental agreenent, are to be put in place prior to the Act’'s
comencenent, to ensure a truly national schene.

The object of the Gene Technol ogy Act 2000 is:

“To protect the health and safety of people, and to protect the
environnment, by identifying risks posed by or as a result of gene
t echnol ogy, and by nanagi ng those risks through regulating certain
dealings with GM3s.”

The Gene Technol ogy Act 2000 prohibits all dealings with GV unl ess the
dealing is either exenpt (assessed as very |low risk contained work), a
notifiable lowrisk dealing, a |licensed dealing or a registered dealing.
Further information on the Act can be found at wwv.iogtr.gov.au
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Article 20 Fi nanci al resources

273. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

274. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nmade?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

275. Has your country provided financial support and incentives in respect of those
national activities which are intended to achi eve the objectives of the Convention
(20(1))°
a) no
b) yes — incentives only

c) yes — financial support only

d) yes — financial support and incentives X

| f a devel oped country Party -

276. Has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable
devel opi ng country Parties to neet the agreed increnental costs to them of
i npl ementi ng neasures which fulfil the obligations of the Convention, as agreed
bet ween you and the interimfinancial mechani sm (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes X

I f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —

277. Has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable you
to neet the agreed full increnental costs of inplenenting neasures which fulfi
the obligations of the Convention (20(2))?
a) no
b) yes

| f a devel oped country Party -

278. Has your country provided financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention through bilateral, regional and other nmultilateral channels (20(3))?

| f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

279. Has your country used financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention frombilateral, regional and other multil ateral channels (20(3))?

a) no

b) yes X
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Decision I11/6. Additional financial resources

280. I's your country working to ensure that all funding institutions (including
bi | ateral assistance agencies) are striving to make their activities nore
supportive of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes — linited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

281. I's your country cooperating in any efforts to devel op standardi zed i nformati on
on financial support for the objectives of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes (please attach infornation)

Deci sion V/11. Additional financial resources

282. Has your country established a process to nonitor financial support to
bi odi versity?

a) no

b) procedures being established

c) yes (please provide details) X

283. Are details avail abl e of your country’'s financial support to national
bi odi versity activities?

a) no

b) not in a standardized format X

c) yes (please provide details)

284. Are details available of your country’'s financial support to biodiversity
activities in other countries?

a) not applicable

b) no

c) not in a standardized format X

d) yes (please provide details)

Devel oped country Parties -

285. Does your country pronote support for the inplenentation of the objectives of
the Convention in the funding policy of its bilateral funding institutions and
those of regional and nultilateral funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes X

Devel opi ng country Parties -

286. Does your country di scuss ways and neans to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in its dialogue with funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes
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287. Has your country conpiled information on the additional financial support
provi ded by the private sector?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

288. Has your country considered tax exenptions in national taxation systens for
bi odi versity-rel at ed donati ons?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national conditions

c) exenptions under devel opnent

d) exenptions in place X

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

The Natural Heritage Trust provides significant funding in supporting and
i mpl enenting the objectives of the Conventi on.

282. Natural Heritage Trust nonitors financial support, through the

Envi ronment Australia budget, but not in a standardised format. In addition,
the States provide significant resources on biodiversity conservation and

| and nanagenent but these are not nonitored nationally.

288. Australia has two major tax incentives related to conserving
bi odi versity.

Austral ian taxpayers can receive an inconme tax deduction for gifts of
property, valued at nore than AUD$5000, to eligible environnental bodies.
Property may include | and, buil dings, vehicles and machi nery, and incl udes
the option of spreading the deduction over five years to allow greater tax
deducti ons.

The Landcare deduction and rebate is targeted at preventing | and degradation
The current Landcare rebate, introduced in 1998, provides greater incentives
than previously available to those on I ow incone and | ow nargi nal tax rates.
Envi ronment Australia and the Federal Departnent of the Treasury are
currently considering a range of proposals to increase access to Landcare

i ncentives.
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Article 21 Financi al nechani sm

289. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

290. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good X b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

291. Has your country worked to strengthen existing financial institutions to
provi de financial resources for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical

di versity?

a) no
b) yes X
Decision I11/7. Quidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the
fi nanci al nechani sm
292. Has your country provided i nformati on on experiences gai ned through activities

funded by the financial mechanisn?

a) no activities

b) no, although there are activities X

c) yes, within the previous national report

d) yes, through case-studies

e) yes, through other neans (please give details bel ow)
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Article 23 Conference of the Parties

293. How many peopl e from your country participated in each of the neetings of the
Conf erence of the Parties?
a) COP 1 (Nassau) 9
b) COP 2 (Jakarta) 8
c) COP 3 (Buenos Aires) 10+4
d) COP 4 (Bratislava) 15
e) COP 5 (Nairobi) 9

Decision 1/6, Decision I1/10, Decision Il1/24 and Decision |V/17.
Fi nance and budget

294. Has your country paid all of its contributions to the Trust Fund?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision 1V/16 (part) Preparation for nmeetings of the Conference of the

Parties
295. Has your country participated in regional neetings focused on di scussing
i npl enent ati on of the Convention before any neetings of the Conference of the
Parties?
a) no X
b) yes (pl ease specify which)
If a devel oped country Party —
296. Has your country funded regi onal and sub-regi onal neetings to prepare for the
COP, and facilitated the participation of devel oping countries in such neetings?
a) no
b) yes (please provide details bel ow) X

Deci si on V/22. Budget for the programe of work for the biennium 2001-
2002

297. Did your country pay its contribution to the core budget (BY Trust Fund) for
2001 by 1°' January 2001?

a) yes in advance

b) yes on tine

c) no but subsequently paid X

d) not yet paid




79

298. Has your country nade additional voluntary contributions to the trust funds of
t he Convention?
a) yes in the 1999-2000 bi enni um X

b) yes for the 2001- 2002 bi enni um

c) expect to do so for the 2001-2002 biennium

d) no

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

296. Funding was provided to the Secretary to assist countries in the South
Pacific in attending CoP 4. Regional briefings were also provided prior to

CoP 4 to these countries.
297. Australia’ s contribution to the core budget was subsequently paid by
the 31% of January 2001.
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Article 24 Secretari at

299. Has your country provided direct support to the Secretariat in ternms of
seconded staff, financial contribution for Secretariat activities, etc?
a) no
b) yes X

Article 25 Subsidiary body on scientific, technical and technol ogica
advi ce

300. How many peopl e from your country participated in each of the neetings of
SBSTTA?

a) SBSTTA | (Paris)

b) SBSTTA Il (Montreal)

c) SBSTTA Il (Montreal)

d) SBSTTA |V (Montreal)

a|la| s~ ] D>

e) SBSTTA V (Montreal)
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Article 26 Reports

301. What is the status of your first national report?

a) Not submtted

b) Summary report subnitted

c) Interimfdraft report subnitted

d) Final report submtted X

If b), c) or d), was your report submnitted:

by the original deadline of 1.1.98 (Decision I11/9)?

by the extended deadline of 31.12.98 (Decision |V/14)? X

Later (please specify date)

Decision 1V/14 National reports

302. Did all relevant stakehol ders participate in the preparation of this national
report, or in the conpilation of information used in the report?
a) no
b) yes X
303. Has your country taken steps to ensure that its first and/or second national
report(s) is/are available for use by rel evant stakehol ders?
a) no
b) yes X
If yes, was this by:
a) i nformal distribution? X
b) publ i shing the report?
c) maki ng the report avail abl e on request? X
d) posting the report on the Internet? X

Deci sion V/19. National reporting

304. Has your country prepared voluntary detailed thematic reports on one or nore of
the itens for in-depth consideration at an ordinary nmeeting of the parties,
foll owi ng the gui delines provided?

a) no

b) yes — forest ecosystens X
c) yes — alien species X
d) yes — benefit sharing
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Deci sion V/ 6. Ecosystem approach

305. I's your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the
princi pl es and gui dance contained in the annex to decision V/6?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) sone aspects are being applied X

d) substantially inplenmented

306. I's your country devel opi ng practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for
nati onal policies and | egislation and for inplenentation activities, with
adaptation to local, national, and regional conditions, in particular in the
context of activities developed within the thematic areas of the Convention?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) sone aspects are being applied X

d) substantially inplenented

307. I's your country identifying case studies and inplenenting pilot projects that
denonstrate the ecosystem approach, and usi ng wor kshops and ot her nechani sns to
enhance awareness and share experience?

a) no
b) case-studies identified X
c) pilot projects underway X
d) workshops pl anned/ hel d X
e) information avail able through CHM X
308. I's your country strengthening capacities for inplenentation of the ecosystem

approach, and providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to
i npl ement t he ecosystem approach?

a) no

b) yes within the country

c) yes including support to other Parties X
309. Has your country pronoted regi onal co-operation in applying the ecosystem

approach across national borders?

a) no

b) informal co-operation X

c) formal co-operation (please give details)
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I nl and wat er ecosystens

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

310. Has your country included i nformati on on biol ogical diversity in wetlands when
providing informati on and reports to the CSD, and consi dered including inland
wat er bi ol ogical diversity issues at neetings to further the recommendati ons of

t he CSD?
a) no X
b) yes
311. Has your country included inland water biological diversity considerations in

its work with organizations, institutions and conventions affecting or working
with inland water?

a) no

b) yes X

| f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —

312. When requesting support for projects relating to inland water ecosystens from
the GEF, has your country given priority to identifying inportant areas for
conservation, preparing and inplenmenting integrated watershed, catchment and river
basi n managenent plans, and investigating processes contributing to biodiversity
| 0ss?

a) no

b) yes

313. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in annex 1 to the
decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplenmenting the
pr ogr amre?

a) no

b) under review X

c) yes

Decision V/2. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work on the biological diversity of inland water ecosystens
(inpl erentati on of decision |V/4)

314. I's your country supporting and/or participating in the River Basin Initiative?
a) no
b) yes X

315. I's your country gathering informati on on the status of inland water biol ogical
di versity?
a) no
b) assessnents ongoi ng X

c) assessnents conpl et ed
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316. Is this information available to other Parties?
a) no
b) yes - national report
c) yes — through the CHM
d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow) X
317. Has your country devel oped nati onal and/or sectoral plans for the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of inland water ecosystens?
a) no
b) yes — national plans only
c) yes — national plans and major sectors
d) vyes — national plans and all sectors X
318. Has your country inpl enented capacity-buil ding neasures for devel opi ng and
i mpl ementi ng t hese pl ans?
a) no
b) yes X
Decision I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions
319. Is the conservation and sustai nabl e use of wetlands, and of migratory species
and their habitats, fully incorporated into your national strategies, plans and
programres for conserving biol ogi cal diversity?
a) no
b) yes X
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Further comments on inplenentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed programe of work

307. The Secretariat was provided with the Australian forest case study that
denonstrated the ecosystem approach

316. Information is available in the State and National State of the

Envi ronment Reports and the reports of the National Land and WAter Resource
Audi t .

Nati onal Rivercare Program

The National Rivercare Programis one of a nunber of prograns funded under
the Natural Heritage Trust. Rivercare is working to inprove the health of
rivers outside the Murray-Darling Basin and towards their sustainable
managenment, rehabilitation and conservation. (A parallel program Mirray
Darling 2001, has the same goals for rivers within the Murray Darling Basin,
where nost of Australia’ s agriculture is concentrated.)

The National Rivercare Programworks with all |evels of Governnment, industry

and the community to:

e increase comunity awareness and understandi ng of river nmnanagenent issues
and pronote linkages to facilitate comrunity invol verent in devel opi ng
responses;

* pronote integration of riverine action plans with land and vegetation
managemnment i ssues;

e assist in devel opi ng responses which address critical barriers or
i npedi ments to inproved river health, particularly within catchment or
regi onal contexts, through targeted nanagenent responses;

e assist, and further stinmulate investnment in activities which address
national, State and regional strategies and priorities for inproved river
out cones; and

e assist in providing high quality data and deci sion support systens which
wi |l support investnent and decisions in relation to environmental water
provi si ons.

Nati onal River Health Program

Under the National R ver Health Program Australia has undertaken a nationa
assessnment of the health of the nation’s inland waters. The programis

hel ping to identify priorities to protect and repair Australia’ s unique
riverine, floodplain and wetland ecosystems. Crucial research and nonitoring
are determining howto identify and establish environnmental flow requirements
for our rivers.

The objectives of National River Health Program are to:

e provide a sound information base on which to establish environmental
flows;

e undertake a conprehensive assessnent of the health of inland waters,
identify key areas for the maintenance of aquatic and riparian health and
bi odi versity and identify stressed inland waters;

e consolidate and apply techniques for inproving the health of inland
waters, particularly those identified as stressed; and

* develop comunity, industry and nanagenment expertise in sustainable water
resources nmanagenent and rai se awareness of environmental health issues
and the needs of our rivers.
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Through the National River Health Program the first Australia-w de
assessment of the health of our diverse and uni que aquatic systens has been
undertaken at approximately 6,000 sites across Australia. The assessnent
utilised a series of rapid, standardi sed protocols known as AusRi VAS to
assess the ecological health of Australian rivers and streans. AusRi VAS is
based on a conbination of biological nonitoring (based on macroi nvertebrate
comunity structure) and habitat assessnent. In addition to providing
crucial information about river health, the assessnment has al so produced
significant information about the distribution of aquatic macroinvertebrate
fam|lies and di atom speci es across Australia, and has contributed to the
devel opnent interactive electronic key guides and voucher collections to aid
taxonom ¢ identification.

Murray-Darling 2001

Under the Natural Heritage Trust Murray-Darling 2001 Program Australiais
funding activities which will significantly accel erate on-ground action
within the Murray-Darling Basin to achi eve a nunber of objectives, including:
* inmproving the health of key river systens;

e« encouragi ng ecol ogically and economically sustainable | and use;

* restoring riverbank [and systens, wetlands and flood plains; and

e inproving water quality.

The program has a strong conmunity focus, pronoting and coordinating
effective planning and nanagenent for the equitable, efficient and
sust ai nabl e use of water, |and and other environnmental resources of the
Murray-Darl i ng Basin.

Sust ai nabl e Rivers Audit

The Sustainable Rivers Audit will objectively assess the inpact of the
Miurray-Darling Basin Cap on water diversions and provide detailed infornation
on the health of the Basin's river systems. This will help in the planning

of a wi de range of managenent prograns, including those dealing with
environnental fl ows.

I nt egrated Catchnent Managenment Policy

Austral i an Governnents responsible for the Murray-Darling Basin are in the
process of setting an eight year agenda for inplenenting an Integrated

Cat chment Managenent Policy for the Basin. This seeks to achi eve healthy
rivers, healthy ecosystens and catchnents, innovative and conpetitive

i ndustries, and healthy regional comunities in the Basin. This work will
i nvol ve a hi gh-level of partnership between Governnment and the conmunity.
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Marine and coastal biological diversity

Decision I1/10 and Decision IV/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
mari ne and coastal biological diversity

320. Does your national strategy and action plan pronote the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal biol ogical diversity?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
321. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, admnistrative

and | egi sl ative arrangenents for the devel opment of integrated nanagenent of
mari ne and coastal ecosystens?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) arrangenents in place X

322. Has your country provided the Executive Secretary with advi ce and i nformation
on future options concerning the conservation and sustai nabl e use of marine and
coastal biological diversity?

a) no X
b) yes
323. Has your country undertaken and/or exchanged information on denonstration

projects as practical exanples of integrated mari ne and coastal area nanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes - case-studies

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow) X

324. Has your country programes in place to enhance and i nprove know edge on the
genetic structure of |ocal popul ations of marine species subjected to stock
enhancenent and/or sea-ranching activities?

a) no

b) programmes are bei ng devel oped

c) progranmmes are being inplenented for sone species X

d) progranmes are being i nplenmented for many species

e) not a perceived problem

325. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work specified in an annex to the
decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplenenting the
pr ogr amme?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes X
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Deci sion V/3. Progress report on the inplenentation of the programe of

work on marine and coastal biological diversity (inplenentation of
deci sion 1V/5)

326. I's your country contributing to the inplenentati on of the work plan on coral
bl eachi ng?
a) no
b) yes X

c) not relevant

327. I's your country inplenenting other neasures in response to coral bl eaching?
a) no
b) yes (please provide details bel ow X

c) not rel evant

328. Has your country submitted case-studies on the coral bleaching phenonenon to
the Executive Secretary?
a) no X
b) yes

c) not relevant

Furt her comrents on inplenmentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed progranme of work

320. The following are a sel ection of docunents have been published to
pronote conservati on and sustainable use of nmarine and coastal biodiversity:

Australia's Cceans Policy Volumes 1 and 2 (1998)
InterimMarine and Coastal Regionalisation for Australia (1998)

Strategic Plan of Action for the National Representative System of Marine
Protected Areas (1999)

Solitary Islands Marine Reserve (Commobnweal th Waters) Draft Managenent
Pl an (2000)

Coringa-Herald Nati onal Nature Reserve & Lihou Reef National Nature
Reserve Draft Managenment Pl an (2000)

Ni ngal oo Marine Park (Conmonwealth Waters) Draft Managenent Pl an (2000)
Macquarie Island Marine Park Draft Managerment Pl an (2000)

Great Australian Bight Marine Park (Commobnweal th Waters) Plan Managenent
Pl an (2000)

Mermai d Reef National Nature Reserve Plan of Managenent (2000)
Draft Recovery Plan for Marine Turtles in Australia (1998)
Draft Recovery Plan for Blue Wales (1999)

Draft Recovery Plan for Grey Nurse Sharks (2000)

Draft Recovery Plan for Great Wite Sharks (2000)

Recent Federal |egislative changes require all Comonweal th managed
fisheries, and all fisheries with an export conponent to undergo
envi ronnent al assessment.

321. The executive agency for the management of marine and coastal ecosystens
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is the National Oceans O fice. The National Oceans O fice drives the

devel opnent of Regional Marine Plans for Australia s Exclusive Econom c Zone.
The O fice also coordinates the overall inplenentation of Australia s Qceans
Policy. Incorporated with the National Cceans Ofice are the National Cceans
Advi sory Group and the National Oceans M nisterial Board

323. Australia has shared a significant amount of know edge and i nfornation

on marine and coastal managenent with other parties. Exanples of Australia’s

i nvol venent i ncl ude:

e Hosting a workshop on the prevention of marine pollution in the Asia-
Paci fic region (2000)

e Hosting regional consultation on the conservation and nmanagenent of marine
turtles and their habitats in the Indian Ocean and Sout h-east Asia (1999).

e Conmencing work in 2000 on the devel opnent of a regional risk managenent
framework for the control and prevention of introduced marine pests for
the Asia-Pacific region.

e Conmencing work in 2000 on the devel opnent of a workshop on integrated
oceans nmanagenent in the Asia-Pacific Region

e Providing training and capacity building on marine protected areas in
Sout h- East Asi a.

e Conpleting draft training sets on sea dunping

324. The Australian Fish Managenent Authority conducts fisheries research
Further information can be found at www. af ma. gov. au

326. Australia is contributing heavily to the inplenentation of the work plan
on coral bleaching. The Geat Barrier Reef Mrine Park Authority (GBRWPA),
The Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) and the US Nationa

Cceanogr aphi ¢ and Atnospheric Administration (NOAA) are col |l aboratingto
determ ne the causes and consequences of the 1998 coral bl eaching event.

The main areas of research include:

« Assessnent of damage from bl eachi ng;

e Predictive Mdelling of bleaching;

» Risk assessnment of bl eaching;

e Adaptation of reefs to climte change; and

e Links between bl eaching, weather and clinate.

327. Australia is inplementing additional measures to protect and preserve
the Great Barrier Reef (GBR). In particular inproved satellite sea surface
tenperatures (SST s), spatial risk assessnent and regi onal clinate nodels.

In collaboration with Al MS, nethodol ogi es are being adapted to provide early
war ni ng and a spatial overview of bleaching conditions using satellite
derived SST's. These satellite SST i nages have a hi gh-resol ution and use
tenperature algorithnms (fornmula’s) specifically designed for the GBR The
resultant maps are therefore nore accurate and detailed than the products
previously available for the area. Wrk to date on spatial risk assessnent
with satellite SST i mages i ndicates that water m xing and bathynetry (water

| ayering) are key indicators of the distribution of warmwater on the GBR
Because mixing is a function of currents and wi nds, and bathynetry is highly
variable, and it is believed that some reefs on the GBR are nore vul nerabl e
to bl eaching than others. Research is being conducted to identify which
features of regional weather and climte systens coincided with the 1998

bl eachi ng event on the GBR and gl obally. Long termtends in these features
are being investigated and will be fed into nodelling future climte change
scenarios. OF particular interest at this stage are the occurrence of
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uncommon hi gh pressure systens in the tropics in sumrer,
wi nd speed, solar radiation and cl oud cover.

long termtrends in
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Agricul tural biological diversity

Decision I'11/11 and Decision |IV/6. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
agricultural biological diversity
329. Has your country identified and assessed rel evant ongoi ng activities and

existing instruments at the national |evel?

a) no X

b) early stages of review and assessnent

c) advanced stages of revi ew and assessment

d) assessnent conpl eted

330. Has your country identified issues and priorities that need to be addressed at
the national |evel?

a) no

b) in progress

c) yes X

331. I's your country using any nmethods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of
agricul tural devel opnent projects, including the intensification and
extensification of production systens, on biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place X

332. I's your country taking steps to share experiences addressing the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no X

b) yes — case-studies

c) yes — other mechani sns (pl ease specify)

333. Has your country conducted case-studies on the issues identified by SBSTTA: i)

pollinators, ii) soil biota, and iii) integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng
systens?
a) no X

b) yes — pollinators

c) yes — soil biota

d) yes — integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng systens

334. I's your country establishing or enhanci ng nechani sns for increasing public
awar eness and under st andi ng of the inmportance of the sustainable use of
agr obi odi versity conponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place X
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335. Does your country have nati onal strategies, programmes and plans which ensure
t he devel opnent and successful inplenentation of policies and actions that lead to
sust ai nabl e use of agrobi odiversity conmponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) nmechanisns in place X

336. I's your country pronoting the transformati on of unsustainable agricultural
practices into sustainable production practices adapted to |ocal biotic and
abiotic conditions?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
337. I's your country pronoting the use of farm ng practices that not only increase

productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim rehabilitate,
restore and enhance biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

338. I's your country pronoting nobilization of farm ng comunities for the
devel opnent, mai ntenance and use of their know edge and practices in the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no
b) yes - limted extent
c) yes - significant extent X

339. I's your country helping to inplenent the G obal Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Uilization of Plant Genetic Resources?
a) no
b) yes X

340. I's your country collaborating with other Contracting Parties to identify and
pronot e sustai nabl e agricultural practices and integrated | andscape nmanagenent ?
a) no
b) yes X

Deci sion V/5. Agricultural biological diversity: review of phase | of
the programe of work and adoption of a nulti-year work programe

341. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
i dentified how you can collaborate in its inplenentation?

a) no

b) yes
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342. I's your country pronoting regional and thematic co-operation within this
framework of the programme of work on agricultural biological diversity?
a) no X
b) sone co-operation
c) w despread co-operation
d) full co-operation in all areas
343. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricul tural biological diversity?
a) no X
b) limted additional funds

c) significant additional funds

| f a devel oped country Party —

344. Has your country provided financi al
of work on agricultural biol ogical
and case-studi es,

transition?

di versity,

support for inplenmentation of the programe
in particular for capacity building
i n devel opi ng countries and countries with economies in

a) no
b) yes within existing cooperation programe(s) X
b) yes, including limted additional funds
c) yes, with significant additional funds
345. Has your country supported actions to raise public awareness in support of

sust ai nabl e farm ng and food production systens that maintain agricultural

bi ol ogi cal diversity?
a) no
b) yes, to a limted extent X

c) yes, to a significant extent

346. I's your country co-ordinating its position in both the Conventio

Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resour

n on Bi ol ogi cal
ces?

a) no
b) taking steps to do so
c) yes X
347. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior
I nformed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in
I nternational Trade?
a) not a signatory
b) signed — ratification in process X
c) instrunent of ratification deposited
348. I's your country supporting the application of the Executive Secretary for

observer status in the Committee on Agriculture of the Wrld Trade

Or gani sati on?

a) no

X

b) yes
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349. I's your country collaborating with other Parties on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of pollinators?
a) no X
b) yes

350. I's your country conpiling case-studies and inplenenting pilot projects rel evant

to the conservation and sustai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

351. Has i nformati on on scientific assessnents relevant to genetic use restriction
t echnol ogi es been supplied to other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the
Cl eari ng- House Mechani sn?

a) not applicable

b) no X

c) yes - national report

d) yes — through the CHM

e) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

352. Has your country considered how t o address generic concerns regardi ng such
technol ogi es as genetic use restriction technol ogi es under international and
nati onal approaches to the safe and sustai nabl e use of gernpl asn?

a) no

b) yes — under consideration

c) yes — neasures under devel opnment X

353. Has your country carried out scientific assessnents on inter alia ecol ogi cal
soci al and econom c effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) sone assessnents

c) mgjor programe of assessments

354. Has your country dissem nated the results of scientific assessnents on inter
alia ecol ogical, social and econonic effects of genetic use restriction
t echnol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

355. Has your country identified the ways and nmeans to address the potential inpacts
of genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ conservation
and sust ai nabl e use, including food security, of agricultural biological
di versity?

a) no

b) sone neasures identified

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive review conpl et ed
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356. Has your country assessed whether there is a need for effective regul ations at

the national level with respect to genetic use restriction technol ogies to ensure
the safety of hunman health, the environnent, food security and the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes — regul ati on needed

c) yes — regul ation not needed (please give nore details)

357. Has your country devel oped and applied such regul ati ons taking into account,

inter alia, the specific nature of variety-specific and trait-specific genetic use
restriction technol ogi es?

a) no
b) yes — devel oped but not yet applied X
c) yes — devel oped and applied
358. Has i nformati on about these regul ati ons been made avail abl e to ot her
Contracting Parties?
a) no
b) yes — through the CHM
c) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow) X

Furt her comrents on inplenmentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed progranme of work

358. The Gene Technol ogy Act, 2000 can be found at

www. heal t h. gov. au/ t ga/ genetech. ht m including drafts of the Regul ati ons under
the Act.
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Forest biol ogical diversity
Decision 11/9 and Decision |IV/7. Forest biological diversity
359. Has your country included expertise on forest biodiversity in its del egations
to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests?
a) no
b) yes X
c) not rel evant
360. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can collaborate in its inplenentation?
a) no
b) under review
c) yes X
361. Has your country integrated forest biological diversity considerations inits
participation and col |l aboration with organi zations, institutions and conventi ons
af fecting or working with forest biological diversity?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
362. Does your country give high priority to allocation of resources to activities

that advance the objectives of the Convention in respect of forest biological
diversity?

a) no

b) yes X

For devel opi ng country Parties and Parties with economes in transition -

363. When requesting assistance through the GEF, |s your country proposing projects

whi ch prompote the inplementation of the programe of work?

a) no

b) yes

Deci sion V/4. Progress report on the inplenentation of the programe of
work for forest biological diversity

364. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity conformw th the ecosystem
appr oach?

a) no
b) yes X
365. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and

sust ai nabl e use of forest biological

of the fourth session of the |ntergovernment al

di versity take into consideration the outcone
Forum on Forests?

a) no

b) yes
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366. W Il your country contribute to the future work of the UN Forum on Forests?

a) no
b) yes X
367. Has your country provided relevant information on the inplenentation of this
wor k pr ogr anme?
a) no
b) yes — subm ssion of case-studies X
c) yes — thematic national report submitted X

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

368. Has your country integrated national forest progranmes into its nationa
bi odi versity strategi es and action plans applying the ecosystem approach and
sust ai nabl e forest nmanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
369. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure participation by the forest

sector, private sector, indigenous and | ocal comunities and non- gover nment a
organi sations in the inplenentati on of the programme of work?

a) no

b) yes — sone stakehol ders X

c) yes — all stakehol ders

370. Has your country taken measures to strengthen national capacities including
| ocal capacities, to enhance the effectiveness and functions of forest protected
area networks, as well as national and |ocal capacities for inplenmentation of
sust ai nabl e forest managenent, including restoration?

a) no

b) sonme programmes covering sone needs

C) many progranmres covering sone needs

d) progranmes cover all perceived needs X

e) no perceived need

371. Has your country taken measures to inplenment the proposals for action of the
I nt ergover nnental Forum on Forests and the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests on
val uati on of forest goods and services?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) measures taken X
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Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands

Deci sion V/23. Consideration of options for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity in dryland, Mediterranean
arid, sem-arid, grassland and savannah ecosystens

372. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you will inplement it?
a) no

b) under review

c) yes X

373. I's your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the
national and regional levels, the activities identified in the programme of work?

a) no

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent X

374. I's your country fostering cooperation for the regional or subregional
i npl ementati on of the progranme anong countries sharing simlar biones?

a) no

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent X

Furt her comrents on inplenmentation of these Decisions and the
associ at ed progranme of work

361. Reserve managenent is a deficient area in this context.

362. Reserve nmnagenent, invasive species and pest control are areas that are
deficient.

370. Again, reserve nmanagenent, invasive species and pest control are areas
that are deficient.

372. Australia has a priority to create a synergy and coordi nate work
prograns of related conventions to avoid unnecessary duplication, as stated
in annex 1 of V/23. Australia is developing a national report to support the
i mpl ement ati on of the UNCCD to address problens in sem arid and arid

ecosyst ens.

373. Australia has in place a substantial body of |egislation, prograns and
strategies for sustainable natural resource nanagenent at Federal, State,
Local and farmlevels. National Strategies and Prograns include:

e The National Strategy for Rangel ands Managenent
e The National Drought Policy
* National Weds Strategy

e The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia s Biological
Diversity
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The National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality in Australia

Lake Eyre Basin Intergovernment al

Agr eenent (2000).
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Deci sion V/20. Operations of the Convention

375. Does your country take into consideration gender bal ance, invol venent of
i ndi genous peopl e and nenbers of |ocal comunities, and the range of rel evant
di sci plines and expertise, when nom nating experts for inclusion in the roster?

a) no
b) yes X
376. Has you country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in

order to prepare for Convention neetings and enhance i npl enentati on of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) to a limted extent X

c) to a significant extent

377. Has your country undertaken a review of national programres and needs rel ated
to the inplenentation of the Convention and, if appropriate, infornmed the
Executive Secretary?

a) no

b) under way

c) yes X
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Pl ease use this box to identify what specific activities your country
has carried out as a DI RECT RESULT of becoming a Contracting Party to
the Convention, referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

e The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia s Biologica
Diversity (Questions 11, 18, 20, 22, 23, 25 - 27).

e Community Biodiversity Network (Question 193).

e (Cearing House Mechani sm (Questions 247, 249, 259, 261 — 265).
e Access and Benefit Sharing Inquiry (Question 223).

» Biodiversity Advisory Conmittee.

e The Environnent Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999 has a
direct Iink to the Convention on Biological Diversity. Section 171 of the
Act acknow edges Annex 1 to the Convention on Biological Diversity with
respect to the components of biological diversity that are inportant for
its conservation and ecol ogically sustainable use (Articles 8 and 14).

Pl ease use this box to identify joint initiatives with other Parties,
referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

Australia has been involved in many joint initiatives, as nentioned in the
report.

Pl ease use this box to provide any further comrents on natters rel ated
to national inplementation of the Convention

Australia prepared the National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’s
Bi ol ogical Diversity in 1996. A review of the National Strategy for the
Conservation of Australia's Biological Diversity was achieved in 2000. Both
docunments are attached to the report.

State and Local CGovernnent strategi es have al so been prepared. Those
strategies mentioned in the report are attached.
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The wordi ng of these questions is based on the Articles of the
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. Please
provide information on any difficulties that you have encountered in

interpreting the wording of these questions

In general the CBD decisions are translated into broader domestic policy
approaches so the Convention on Biological Diversity is an effective part of
CGovernment decisions. Due to the broad nature of the decisions, it is hard
to directly attribute certain actions to a specific question. Exanples are
the National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’ s Biologica

Di versity, the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999,
and a range of other policies nentioned in the report.

Wth that in m nd, a nunber of questions in the report are very lengthy, for
exanpl e 16, 105, 232 and 271. Many of the |onger questions have nore than one
i ssue contained within the question, making a concise answer very difficult.
Exanpl es i nclude questions 58, 161, 240, 306 and 370.

Anot her problem arose with gaps in the answer choices. Question 34, for
exanpl e, gave options of mnimal, mnor in sone, najor in some and mgjor in
all. \When the situation arose where there was mnor in all sections the
near est answer was chosen

An expl anation of terns woul d have been useful. The interpretation of the
word ‘adequate’, for exanple, is very broad and needed to be defined to
correctly answer the question. This was the case with a nunber of words used
in the report.

The structure of the report required a detailed know edge of CBD Articles to
correctly respond to the questions. This nade it difficult to engage the
conmunity as the questions are not seen as being relevant to day to day

bi odi versity. Fortunately, Australia had just conpleted the Review of the
National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia s Biodiversity, otherw se
the report would have required intensive consultation




If your country has conpleted its
action plan (NBSAP), please gi
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nati onal biodiversity strategy and
ve the follow ng information:

Dat e of conpl etion:

February 1996

If the NBSAP has been adopted by the Gover nment

By which authority? COAG (Council of Australian Governments)
On what date? 1996

If the NBSAP has been published pl ease give

Title: The National Strategy for the

Conservation of Australia s Biologica
Di versity

Name and address of publisher:

Commonweal t h Departnent of the
Envi ronment, Sport and Territories (now
Envi ronment Australia)

Ki ng Edward Tce
Par kes ACT 2600

| SBN: 0 642 24427 8

Price (if applicable): Free

O her informati on on ordering:

If the NBSAP has not been publi shed

Pl ease give full details of how

copi es can be obtai ned:

I f the NBSAP has been posted on a national website

Pl ease give full URL: wWww.erin.gov.au/net/biostrat.html

If the NBSAP has been | odged with an | npl enenti ng Agency of the GEF
Pl ease i ndi cate which agency:

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged

with the Convention Secretari at?

Yes X

No
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Pl ease provide sinilar details if you have conpleted a Bi odiversity
Country Study or another report or action plan relevant to the
obj ectives of this Convention

The Review of the National Report to the Conservation of Australia’s
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity is attached.

Copies of the State and Local Government Strategies that have been nmentioned
in the report are al so provided.

Pl ease provide details of any national body (e.g. national audit
of fice) that has or will review the inplenmentation of the Convention in
your country

Envi ronment Australia undertook a review of the National Strategy for the
Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity. See attached documnent.




