Australian Government

Recycling farm plastics
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The Australian Government is supporting Dairy Australia to design a national product
stewardship scheme for farm plastics.

The problem

It is estimated that 8,000 tonnes of waste farm plastics, such as dairy silage wraps and covers,
is generated in Australia every year. There are currently limited options for the collection and
recycling of these products.

The solution

This project is providing end-of-life solutions for farm plastics. The grant is funding Dairy
Australia to research, design and implement a sustainable national product stewardship
scheme for these recyclable materials.

This project is supporting the Australian dairy industry achieve its target of 100% of silage
wrap being recycled by 2030. Suppliers, plastics re-processors, and dairy and cattle farmers
are working together to ensure a practical and commercially viable stewardship scheme.

There are over ten partners in this project. The Australian Government is providing a grant of
$965,400 for the project through the National Product Stewardship Investment Fund.

When

This product stewardship project launched in January 2021.

Contact

Dairy Australia: lan Olmstead  ian.olmstead@dairyaustralia.com.au 0475014144
Department: ProductStewardshiplmplementation@awe.gov.au

The Australian Government’s National Product Stewardship Investment Fund aims to
increase the number of industry-led product stewardship schemes in Australia through
grants of between $300,000 to $1 million.
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