[bookmark: _GoBack]Maggie Beer:	Hi, I'm Maggie Beer and I would love to welcome you to my home here in the incredibly special and beautiful Barossa Valley.
	Having a healthy bee population is essential to our success as vignerons and orchardists and to the whole of the agriculture industry. That success gives us access to quality seasonal produce that has given Australia such recognition for produce equal, if not better than, the world's best. This comment comes from the most revered international chefs who visit. Bees pollinate about a third of the world's crops and are critical to Australia's exports. Their pollination also improves crop yield and overall quality, which is essential to the economic viability of farming.
	Due to our biosecurity measures here in Australia, we are one of the few countries free from Varroa mite, one of the priority pests we are keeping a top watch for at our border. Varroa mites are tiny, red, brown external parasites affecting honey bees. Although Varroa mites can feed and live on adult honey bees, they mainly feed and reproduce on larvae and pupae in the developing brood, causing malformation and weakening of honey bees as well as transmitting numerous viruses.
	If Varroa mite were to become established in Australia, our healthy population of honey bees and the pollination services they provide could be reduced by 90% to 100%. This wouldn't just be bad news for beekeepers and lovers of honey, but could spell the end of a crop such as almonds that are totally reliant on honey bees for pollination.
	Our lives would be so different and much less diverse without pollination by bees. If exotic honey bee parasites impair central Australia, early detection will be crucial in limiting their spread and impact on the Australian honey bee industry. We must be vigilant.
	You may be asking, what can you do to protect Australia from pests and diseases? It is very simple. Be a biosecurity champion and comply with our biosecurity laws, which vary from state to state. The penalties for biosecurity risk taking are high and the impact on our farmers and environment even higher. Effective biosecurity and health mitigation has enhanced Australia's reputation as an exporter of high quality, clean, and safe agricultural produce.
	We have such amazing produce and diversity and micro climates all over Australia and for me, particularly here in the Barossa. Part of continuing to flourish is the need to protect what we have and we can only do that with good biosecurity practice. So remember, if you see anything unusual reported, it's up to us all. Biosecurity, it's everybody's business.
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