	



[bookmark: _GoBack]James Brown:	G'day, I'm James Brown and welcome to Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm. My family has been pearl farming up here in the stunning Kimberley coast since about the late 1950s. Cygnet Bay Pearls was the first entirely Australian owned and operated cultured pearling company. It's something that I'm particularly proud of, the fact that my family started this industry from very humble beginnings here at Cygnet Bay. The industry grew over the decades, eventually worth somewhere between $300 and $400 million a year, directly employing over two and a half thousand people across the Kimberley coast.
	Our industry produces the world's finest quality pearls and that's fundamentally because of this incredibly unique marine environment we get to work in. It's no coincidence that the world's largest pearl oyster species grows where the world's largest tropical tides are. The shell's a filter feeder and it can clear up to 150 litres of water an hour. They're finely tuned to growing in this environment and so Australia has the largest stainable fishery of Pinctada maxima in the world.
	It's an MSC approved fishery. Our farming practices are practically organic. Translocation and biosecurity practices finely tuned over many decades with government. Pearls have been valuable and traded for thousands of years. This is a clean, green, sustainable industry, something that should be here for generations to come. Anything that changes our environment is a threat to our industry and that's why biosecurity is now our greatest risk.
	Introduced species are a huge risk. They can arrive on foreign vessels through tides, winds or on people, equipment moving from farm to farm. In 2006 our industry was impacted by a mysterious disease which just continues to affect our production today. Now our industry's a quarter of the size, the most likely cause is a biosecurity breach, but we still don't fully understand. It's led to the loss of thousands of jobs. It should be a warning to aquaculture companies and industries around the country.
	We don't know yet if it's an effective introduced pest or just the early effects of climate change. We've seen up to one degree change in our sea surface temperature in WA since the 1990s but in any case, what can we do? Number one, you can take biosecurity seriously. We thought we had the world's best practice and our industry was left wanting. Be prepared to respond. Break the AusVet Plan down into simple industry action plan, so when something does happen, you can get into it quickly. Most importantly, work with government to improve productivity in the wake of an effect.
	For most aquaculture industries, that means a breeding program to improve productivity. The oyster industry does it really well. Yet here in WA, 10 years after, we still aren't collaborating to actually improve productivity. A simple breeding program could return hundreds if not thousands of jobs and be a real boost to the economy.
	Change is scary. The thought of our kids having to deal with an ever-changing environment is something that scares every parent. We want to protect the environment our industry relies on, just as much as every parent wants to protect the environment their kids rely on. We all need to do what we can in this space, and taking biosecurity seriously is something relatively simple that we can all participate in.
	Whilst our industry is dealing with one issue, the reality is Australia is still relatively free from exotic marine pests and there is potential to have more come in, and be devastating to our fisheries, our aquaculture industries and the tourism industry. Exotic marine pests can come to Australia a bunch of different ways. Fouling on ships, ballast water, even a surface-wet wetsuit can bring something in.
	So what can we actually do about this? Well, you can help by keeping our environment safe and our industry strong and the aquaculture industry safe, by keeping a top watch for marine pests, potential biosecurity hazards. Fishers, aquaculturalists and processors are often in the best position to spot the first signs of change and it's essential you report anything unusual.
	So here at Cygnet Bay, we ensure we clean the fouling off our gear once a month. We wash all our equipment when we move between locations and we generally just keep an eye on what we see out on the farm. Always looking out for strange animals, introduced pests and stuff.
	If you do see something unusual in the water or on the banks, you can report it online, or you can call the hotline, 1800 900 090.
Speaker 2:	(singing).

