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Introduction 

Australia’s agricultural export legislation comprises the Export Control Act 2020 (the Act) and the export 

control rules made under the Act for various commodities (the Rules). The Rules set out the more 

specific and operational requirements that must be met to export specific goods from Australia. 

The Export Control (Wood and Woodchips) Rules 2021 (the Wood Rules) specify how the export of wood 

and woodchips is regulated.  

On 13 February 2025, amendments to the Wood Rules came into effect to ensure they remain fit-for-

purpose. The amendments to the Wood Rules are summarised below and must be read in conjunction 

with the Act and the Rules. 

Fit and Proper Person Test 

Background 
Under the Wood Rules, to export prescribed wood and woodchips an exporter must hold a wood export 

licence. From 1 May 2025, the Act and the Wood Rules require an applicant for a wood export licence 

and the holder of a wood export licence to be a fit and proper person (FPP). This is done by satisfying the 

FPP test in section 372 of the Act. 

The FPP test allows our Secretary (or delegate) of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

(the department) to decide whether a person or company is of a trustworthy nature and demonstrates 

the personal integrity to uphold Australia’s trading reputation. 

Requirements  
Individuals will be required to complete an FPP test in order to be granted a wood export licence for 

goods prescribed under the Wood Rules. It is also an ongoing requirement for holders of a wood export 

licence to be a FPP.  

In relation to applicants for a wood export licence, a FPP Questionnaire should be completed which we 

will assess as part of the application process. We strongly recommend that this be submitted at least 60 

days prior to lodging an application for a wood export licence, to allow sufficient time for the information 

provided in the questionnaire to be assessed. The questionnaire will need to be completed annually. 

It is essential that when you are submitting your questionnaire you ensure that all the information you 

supply is up-to-date, correct and complete. You must also notify us of key business or personnel changes. 

It is an offence to make a false statement, and this can impact your eligibility as a FPP. 

An FPP Questionnaire (Modification to persons in control) must be lodged if any details have changed. 

This includes addition of new staff or removal of anyone no longer employed by the company. 

The Secretary (or delegate) of the department may refuse to grant a wood export licence or revoke a 

wood export licence if it is found the person does not meet the FPP Test. 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2025L00120/asmade/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2020A00012/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2021L00318/asmade/text
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Further information on the FPP test can be found on the Understanding the Fit and Proper Person Test 

webpage. 

Regulation of wood and woodchips from overseas and in transit 

The purpose of the Wood Rules is to regulate the export of prescribed wood and woodchips sourced 

from Australian territory, not those sourced from outside Australian territory. Amendments were made 

to exclude wood and woodchips derived from trees harvested outside of Australia from being prescribed 

goods, including wood and woodchips from other countries transiting through Australia.  

Plantation Codes 

The amendment to the Wood Rules also has the effect that the department no longer needs to publish 

an up-to-date copy of a state’s approved ‘Code of Practice’ on our website, because the relevant state 

agencies publish these.  

Instead, we are required to publish the findings of the most recent scientific assessment report of an 

approved Code of Practice. These assessment reports set out the effectiveness of a Code of Practice in 

managing forestry operations in the relevant state and meeting the National Principles related to wood 

production in plantations. 

More information 

Learn more about any of the above at the Wood Export FAQ. 

Email wood.export@aff.gov.au 

Acknowledgement of Country 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Australia and their continuing connection to land and sea, waters, environment 

and community. We pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of the lands we live and work on, their culture, and their 

Elders past and present. 
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