	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Catriona R.:	Northern Australia has an absolutely massive coastline. We're talking over 10,000 kilometres of sparsely populated land and this is seriously beautiful country. But it's also where our country is especially vulnerable to the introduction of exotic pests, weeds, and diseases. 
Vivien:	We have to look for early warning signs like weeds you haven't seen before. Although Siam weed is already present in Australia, it is a serious intruder and if left uncontrolled, will spread rapidly. You may see bad damage to fruit and vegetables from fruit flies. 
	Next, trap these insects and other potential risks in the field for analysis back in the laboratory. Scientists are looking for exotic insect species, which could have a huge impact on our country. 
Nancy:	In the Torres Strait, monitoring for exotic pests and diseases is our primary role. We've also got other responsibilities. We check all the ferries that move between the Torres Strait Permanent Biosecurity Monitoring Zone, and the Northern Peninsula area of mainland Australia. 
	We also inspect all the aircraft and charters that come in from the Torres Strait Protected Zone, and also the commercial flights that fly from here, down to Cairns and other places on the mainland. 
Catriona R.:	Being so close to our northern neighbours, it is important to protect our industries, and also our very Australian lifestyle. NAQS scientists and operations staff, they monitor the animal population. 
George:	We've got two biosecurity monitoring zones. We've got the Torres Strait Permanent Biosecurity Monitoring Zone, which encompasses the Thursday Island Group and north of that which encompasses the 14 communities, is the Torres Strait Protected Zone. In the Torres Strait Protected Zone, we inspect all the traditional movements that come down from the PNG coastal villages back into those communities under a treaty which is PNG government.
	Now, it's important we do a biosecurity inspection for all vessels coming from Papua New Guinea to the Torres Strait. They are higher number of movements in the top western islands of Saibai, Dauan, and Badu and there are high biosecurity risks, such as exotic fruit flies. That's why we keep a very close watch. A top watch. 
Speaker 5:	There's a lot of people who have a sense of biosecurity. Before they travel, they come and see their local biosecurity officer to ensure that they're not carrying any unwanted pest or diseases. It's also important to remember not to spread pests that are already on the mainland from spreading to our beautiful Torres Strait, and between Torres Strait and our neighbours in Papua New Guinea. 
Catriona R.:	It's important that we all work together to keep a top watch on what is entering into Australia. Exotic pests and diseases can put into jeopardy industries like tourism and agriculture; the banana farmer, the mango farmer, citrus. And the effects, well, they don't only last for years for us, but also for our markets overseas. 
	We really do have to be careful. It is serious. Biosecurity is all about looking towards our future, protecting Australia. Biosecurity really is everyone's business. 
Speaker 6:	(singing)

