	



Ben Martin:	Yeah. Hi, I'm Ben Martin, from Marto's Mangoes in Bowen. We're a family operated business up here. We have about 15 and a half thousand trees up in North Queensland, and they're all R2E2s. We've been growing mangoes since 1990, and our production's slowly growing with the industry from there.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	So, some of the biggest biosecurity pests we have here, is mango gall midges, mango pulp weevil, sudden decline, the exotic fruit flies, and red-banded caterpillars. Domestic biosecurity threats are just as important as the exotic biosecurity threats.
	So, biosecurity to us, is a number of things. It's good orchard hygiene. It's a good spray program throughout your orchard when you do detect pests and diseases, whether they're a threat or not, and it also goes as far as the program that run up on the tip of Australia, with Coen, and the eradication programs up there.
	Most growers do a reasonably good job with biosecurity. However, there's always areas where everyone can improve on. Whether it's from your different hedging contractors coming in and sterilising machinery when they move from farm to farm, or harvesting contractors, general surveillance throughout the orchards, and the pest and disease management of abandoned orchards throughout the growing areas.
	The impact of an outbreak on our property would be enormous. It would mean that we'd lose market access to a number of crucial markets, but it would also impact the industry as a whole. Growers need to be working together with the industry peak bodies, and the state and federal governments. And if they do suspect they have an outbreak, they need to be on top of it immediately, and notify the relevant people. It won't only impact their farm and other growers, but it'll impact the industry as a whole.
	It's also important to manage the fruit fly incursion throughout the Torres Strait, after every monsoonal wet season. They transfer down on the monsoonal winds, and there's an eradication program that happens every year up there. This is a important key to the biosecurity plan for Australia.
	If you do suspect you have an exotic plant, pest, or disease on your property, it's important to contact the exotic pest hotline on 1800 084 881. Biosecurity is everyone's business.

