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Final import conditions for prawns and prawn products
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This Biosecurity Advice notifies stakeholders of the finalisation of the import conditions for prawns
and prawn products imported into Australia for human consumption.

The new prawn import conditions were outlined in Animal Biosecurity Advice (ABA) 2023-A06 Final
import conditions for prawns and prawn products. All stakeholder comments received in response to
ABA 2023-A06 were considered. Australia’s model health certificate for prawns and prawn meat for
human consumption (Attachment A) has now been finalised.

Australia’s trading partners and importers will be contacted by the department regarding
implementation of the new conditions.

On 5 June 2023 the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry released the final report for
the Review of the biosecurity risks of prawns imported from all countries for human consumption (the

prawn review) and ABA 2023-A06. Comment was sought on the import conditions proposed in the
final report. The department received comments from three stakeholders. These comments were
considered when finalising the import conditions.

The department has determined that to ensure biosecurity risks of imported prawns are managed to
a level that achieves Australia’s appropriate level of protection, import conditions consistent with
those recommended in the final report and ABA 2023-A06 are required.

From 30 October 2023, the department will begin implementing changes to the import conditions for
prawns and prawn products for human consumption.

Australia’s trading partners will need to provide a revised health certificate to the department for
approval. Trading partners are encouraged to implement required certification changes in a timely
manner to prevent disruptions to trade.

Australia has issued a Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Notification to the World Trade Organization
(WTOQ) SPS Committee to inform its trading partners of the implementation of the new import
conditions for prawns and prawn products, including a link to Australia’s model health certificate
(Attachment A).

BICON notices will be released ahead of implementation advising importers of the changes to import
condition.

Further information on importing prawns for human consumption is available on the department’s
website: agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/.

Email aguaticAB@aff.gov.au for more information.
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/risk-analysis/animal/prawns
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/risk-analysis/memos#daff-page-main
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/
mailto:aquaticAB@aff.gov.au
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To receive information and updates on biosecurity risk analyses subscribe to Biosecurity Risk Analysis

Animal. Subscribers will receive biosecurity advice notices and other notifications about animal
biosecurity policy.

Privacy

The department requests that, as a minimum, stakeholders commenting on the Biosecurity Advice
provide your name and contact details with your submission. Please indicate if you do not wish to
have personal information published with your submission or disclosed to third parties. Collected
personal information will be used and stored consistent with the Australian Privacy Principles as
outlined in the department’s Privacy Policy.

Confidentiality

Subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1988, content of submissions
may be made public, unless you state you want all or part of your submission to be treated as
confidential. A claim for confidentiality must be justified and provided as an attachment, marked
‘Confidential’. ‘Confidential’ material will not be made public. The department reserves the right not
to publish submissions. No breach of confidence will occur if the department shares your submission
with a third party referred to under ‘Privacy’ in seeking advice in response to your submission.

Intellectual property

Responsibility for compliance with Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in submissions rests with the
author(s). In lodging a submission, you warrant you have not knowingly infringed any third party IPR.
By lodging a submission, you grant the Commonwealth a permanent, irrevocable, royalty-free, world-
wide, non-exclusive licence to use, copy, reproduce, adapt, communicate, and exploit all or any of
the material contained in the submission.

Dr Jill Millan

a/g Assistant Secretary

Animal Biosecurity

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
animalbiosecurity@agriculture.gov.au

Attachments
Attachment A: Model health certificate for prawns and prawn meat for human consumption.
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