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Summaries of Key Data

Commonwealth of Australia
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 18 311 000

Total area 768 230 000 ha

Forested land 156 877 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forest 13 351 000 ha
conservation reserve 17 580 000 ha
private 42 018 000 ha
leasehold 66 103 000 ha
other crown land 15 597 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 883 980 m3

hardwood 158 570 m3

Biodiversity
vertebrates mammals 217

birds 561
reptiles 319
amphibians 126
fish 16
rare / threatened 81

higher plants 13 622
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $297 467 000
forestry $339 148 000

Revenue (1994–95) $440 897 000

Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 2 714 000 m3

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 2 663 000 m3

Harvest area, native multiple-use forests 110 310 ha

Regional forest agreements Completed: East Gippsland,
Tasmania, Central Highlands
In pro g ress: Western Australia (1),
New South Wales (4), 
Queensland (1), Victoria (3)

n/d - no data
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Australian Capital Territory
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 308 000

Total area 240 000 ha

Forested land 135 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forest 5000 ha
conservation reserve 93 000 ha
private 7000 ha
leasehold 13 000 ha
other crown land 2000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 74 800 ha
hardwood 0 ha

Biodiversity
vertebrates mammals n/d

birds n/d
reptiles n/d
amphibians n/d
fish n/d
rare / threatened n/d

higher plants n/d
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $ n/d
forestry $6 538 000

Revenue n/d

Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) n/a

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) n/a

Harvest area, native forests 0 ha

Regional forest agreements n/a

n/d - no data

n/a - not applicable

ACT Conservation and
Agriculture

(1920–ca 1980)
manages:

• some native forests
• recreation reserves

• rural land

Parks and Conservation
(1980–1991)

manages:
• national parks

• reserves

ACT Forests
(ca 1927–1970)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

• pine plantations
• nature reserves

• Cotter catchment

Past

ACT Forests
(since 1989)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

• pine plantations
• selected native reserves

Present

Environment and
Conservation
(1991–1997)

manages:
• national parks
• nature reserves
• river corridors

Environment ACT
(since 1997)

manages:
• national parks
• nature reserves

• environmental regulation
and policy
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New South Wales
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 6 203 900

Total area 80 160 000 ha

Forested land 21 057 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forests 3 095 000 ha
conservation reserve 3 060 000 ha
private 8 046 000 ha
leasehold 5 966 000 ha
other crown land 605 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 266 900 ha
hardwood 29 200 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals 96

birds 281
reptiles 73
amphibians 54
fish 0
rare / threatened 7

higher plants n/d
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $151 029 000
forestry $108 531 000

Revenue (1994–95) $102 205 000

Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 801 000 m3

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 781 000 m3

Harvest area, multiple-use forests (1993–94) 37 500 ha

Regional forest agreements 4 in progress (July, 1998)

n/d - no data

Department of Lands
(1855–1991)

manages:
• vacant crown land

• leasehold land

Department of Conservation
and Land Management

(1991–1995)
manages:

• vacant crown land
• leasehold land

Department of Lands
(1855–1967)

manages:
• conservation reserves

National Parks and Wildlife
Service NSW
(since 1967)
manages:

• nature conservation reserves
• conservation reserves*

Department of Land and
Water Conservation

(since 1995)
manages:

• vacant crown land
• leasehold land

Forestry Commission of NSW
(1916–1992)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

Past

State Forests of NSW
(since 1992)
manages:

• multiple-use forests

Present

*NOTE: Most conservation reserves are currently managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Some (eg
some State Recreation Areas, Camping Reserves, Reserves for the Preservation of Flora and Fauna) are still
managed by the Department of Land and Water Conservation.
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Northern Territory 
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 181 900

Total area 134 620 000 ha

Forested land 35 389 000 ha

Native forest
multiple use forests 0 ha
conservation reserve 2 709 000 ha
private 11 187 000 ha
leasehold 20 236 000 ha
other crown land 258 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 5500 ha
hardwood 64 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals 87

birds 198
reptiles 134
amphibians 30
fish 0
rare / threatened 4

higher plants 1691
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public 1994–95)
conservation $35 370 000
forestry n/a

Revenue (1994–95) n/a

Sustainable yield, mulitple use forests (1994–95) n/a

Harvest volume, mulitple use forests (1994–95) n/a

Harvest area, multiple use forests (1993–94) 0 ha

Regional forest agreements n/a

n/d - no data
n/a - not applicable

Department of National
Development
(1950–1968)

Forestry Branch
• operations

• surveys
Forest Research Institute

• forest research (until 1975
when research role assumed 

by CSIRO)

Department of NT,
Forestry, Fisheries, Wildlife

Environment and 
National Parks

Branch,
(1974–1976)

manages:
• natural resources

Department of NT,
Territory Parks and Wildlife

Commission, Wildlife Branch
(1976–1978)

manages:
• operations

• surveys

Department of Lands,
Planning

and Environment
(since 1996)

manages:
• resource assessment

• land acquisition and release
• land administration

Parks and Wildlife Commission
(since 1996)
manages:

• forests on all land tenure
• wildlife and forest

conservation
• legislation requirements for

forest use
• utilisation of native

wildlife/plants

Department of Primary
Industry

and Fisheries
(1988–1998)

manages:
• native plantations
• exotic plantations

• land acquisition and
subdivision

• agroforestry
• weed control

Conservation Commission
(1978–1996)
undertakes:

• environmental audits
• land conservation

• environmental impact
statements

• soil and land management

Present

Past
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Queensland
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 3 339 100 

Total area 172 720 000 ha

Forested land 49 226 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forests 3 983 000 ha
conservation reserve 2 870 000 ha
private 17 111 000 ha
leasehold 23 996 000 ha
other crown land 1 051 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 185 700 ha
hardwood 1600 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals 104

birds 303
reptiles 122
amphibians 49
fish 4
rare / threatened 76

higher plants 7830
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $22 550 000
forestry $29 764 000

Revenue (1994–95) $70 183 000

Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 112 000 m3

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 111 000 m3

Harvest area, multiple-use forests (1993–94) 53 196 ha

Regional forest agreements south east Qld in progress (April, 1998)

n/d - no data

National Parks and
Wildlife Service
(1975–1990)

manages:
• conservation reserves

• environmental
protection legislation
• endangered species

legislation

Department of
Environment
(since 1996)
manages:

• conservation reserves
• environmental

protection legislation
• endangered species

legislation

Department of
Environment and

Heritage
(1990–1996)

manages:
• conservation reserves

• environmental
protection legislation
• endangered species

legislation

Department of Natural
Resources

(since 1996)
manages:

• multiple-use forests
• State forest policies

Present

Department of Primary
Industries—Forestry

(since 1996)
manages:

• multiple-use production
• community service

obligations
• role in policy
development

Department of Lands
(1900–1924)

manages:
• State forests

• national parks

Department of Lands
(1932–1957, forestry)
(1932–1975, parks)

manages:
• State forests

• national parks

Forestry Board
(1924–1932)

manages:
• State forests

Past

Department of Forestry
(1957–1990)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

• multiple-use production
• community service

obligations
• State forest policies

Queensland Department
of Primary Industries

(1990–1996)
manages:

• multiple-use forests
• multiple-use production

• community service
obligations

• State forest policies
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South Australia
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 1 474 400

Total area 98 400 000 ha

Forested land 5 602 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forests 27 000 ha
conservation reserve 1 252 000 ha
private 2 327 000 ha
leasehold 1 866 000 ha
other crown land 12 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 104 800 ha
hardwood 1700 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals n/d

birds n/d
reptiles n/d
amphibians n/d
fish n/d
rare / threatened n/d
higher plants n/d
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $14 000 000
forestry $171 000

Revenue (1994–95) $41 760 000

Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) n/a

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) n/a

Harvest area, multiple-use forests (1993–94) 0 ha

Regional forest agreements n/a

n/d - no data

n/a - not applicable

Department of
Environment and

Planning
(1980–1992)

Department of
Environment and Land

Management
(1992–1993)

Department for
Environment and
Natural Resources

(1993–1997)

Department for
Environment, Heritage
and Aboriginal Affairs

(since 1997) 
manages:

• parks and wildlife
• national parks

• conservation reserves
• game reserves 

• regional reserves 
• other crown land 

Woods and Forests
Department
(1882–1993)

Forestry SA 
(Part of the Department
for Administrative and
Information Services)

(since 1997) 
manages:

• native forest reserves 
• softwood plantations

Present

Department of 
Primary Industries 

South Australia 
Forestry Group
(1993–1997)

Past



Summaries of Key Data 171

Tasmania
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 474 600

Total area 6 780 000 ha

Forested land 3 038 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forests 1 285 000 ha
conservation reserve 523 000 ha
private 801 000 ha
leasehold 0 ha
other crown land 296 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 80 900 ha
hardwood 58 900 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals 27

birds 77
reptiles 14
amphibians 7
fish 0
rare / threatened 4

higher plants 1043
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $22 297 000
forestry $66 269 000

Revenue (1994–95) $48 682 000

Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 300 000 m3

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–94) 309 000 m3

Harvest area, multiple-use forests (1993–94) 5600 ha

Regional forest agreements Completed, 1997

n/d - no data

National Parks and
Wildlife Service
(1971–1987)

manages:
• formal reserves on

crown land

Department of Lands,
Parks and Wildlife

(1987–1989)
manages:

• crown land
• formal reserves on

crown land

Department of Parks,
Wildlife and Heritage

(1989–1993)
manages:

• crown land
• formal reserves on

crown land

Department of
Environment and

Land Management
(since 1993)

manages:
• crown land

• formal reserves on
crown land

Forestry Department
(1920–1946)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

• forest reserves

Forestry Commission
(1946–1994)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

• forest reserves
• support for private

forestry
• forest practices

Private Forests
Tasmania

(since 1994)
• supports private

forestry

Forest Practices Board
(since 1994)

• regulates forestry
practices

Forestry Tasmania
(since 1994)

manages:
• multiple-use forests

• forest reserves

PresentPast
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Victoria
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 4 560 800
Total area 22 760 000 ha
Forested land 7 501 000 ha
Native forest

multiple-use forests 3 346 000 ha
conservation reserve 2 710 000 ha
private 1 038 000 ha
leasehold 0 ha
other crown land 165 000 ha

Plantations (1995 (1993, public))
softwood 216 600 ha
hardwood 18 400 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals 94

birds 253
reptiles 102
amphibians 36
fish 0
rare / threatened 9

higher plants 2959
rare / threatened n/d

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation $30 925 000
forestry $67 369 000

Revenue (1994–95) $80 353 000
Sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 743 000 m3

Harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 664 000 m3

Harvest area, multiple-use forests (1993–94) 7000 ha
Regional forest agreements East Gippsland, 1997; Central 

Highlands, 1998; 
3 more remaining as at July, 1998

n/d - no data

Department of 
Conservation,

Forests and Lands
(1984–1989)

manages:
• all public land for

natural resource and 
conservation
management

objectives

Department of
Conservation and

Environment
(1989–1992)

manages:
• all public land for

natural resource and 
conservation
management

objectives

Department of
Conservation and
Natural Resources

(1992–1995)
manages:

• all public land for
natural resource and 

conservation
management

objectives

Department of Natural
Resources and
Environment
(since 1995)

manages:
• all public land

• natural resources 
(including minerals 

and petroleum),
• conservation 

• assistance to primary
industry to maximise

sustainable production

National Parks
Authority

(1957–1971)
manages:

• national parks and
reserves defined by 

schedules to 
National Parks Act

Lands Department
(1840s–1984)

manages:
• tenures on 

protected forest and 
crown land

Past

Forests Commission,
Victoria

(1908–1984)
manages:

• reserved forest, 
fire and timber 

on State forest land

National Parks Service
(1972–1984)

manages:
• national parks

and reserves defined by 
schedules to 

National Parks Act

Present
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Western Australia
Population 1996 (ABS 1998) 1 765 700

Total area 252 550 000 ha

Forested land 34 930 000 ha

Native forest
multiple-use forests 1 612 000 ha
conservation reserve 4 364 000 ha
private 1 502 000 ha
leasehold 14 025 000 ha
other crown land 13 206 000 ha

Plantations (1995)
softwood 88 900 ha
hardwood 45 100 ha

Biodiversity numbers
vertebrates mammals 29

birds 150
reptiles 45
amphibians 15
fish 12
rare / threatened 9

higher plants 2639
rare / threatened 319

Forest expenditure (public, 1994–95)
conservation (forests) $16 837 000
forestry $53 190 000

Revenue (1994–95) $97 714 000

Sawlog sustainable yield, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 758 000 m3

Sawlog harvest volume, multiple-use forests (1994–95) 689 000 m3

Harvest area, multiple-use forests (1993–94) 15 540 ha

Regional forest agreements Estimated completion August 1998

Forests Department
(1918–1985)

manages:
• State forests 

• timber reserves

Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife 

(1965–1985)
manages:

• nature reserves

National Parks Authority
(1976–1985)

manages:
• national parks

Department of Conservation
and Land Management 

(since 1985) 
manages:

• State forests 
• national parks 
• timber reserves 
• nature reserves 

• conservation parks 
• wildlife

Department of Land
Administration

(since about 1982) 
manages:

• vacant crown lands 

Past Present
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Maps

Map 1: The distribution of forests, by crown cover density

Sources:
Distribution of forests: National Forest Inventory (1997);
Rainfall: Derived from ESOCLIM by National Forest Inventory (1997).



Map 2: The distribution of forests,
by broad forest type
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Map 3: Native forest, by tenure classes

Source: National Forest Inventory (1997).
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Map 4: Location of native forest on World Heritage listed places,

Sources:
Forest: National Forest Inventory (1997);
World Heritage Area: Environment Australia (1995).
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Map 5: Location of native forest on National Estate listed places

Sources:
Forest: National Forest Inventory (1997);
National Estate: Environment Australia (1995).
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Map 6: Location of native forest in conservation reserves

Source: National Forest Inventory (1997).
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Map 7: Distribution of eucalypt forest, by structural classes

Source: National Forest Inventory (1997).



182 Australia’s State of the Forests Report 1998

Map 8: National Plantation Inventory regions

Source: National Plantation Inventory (1997).
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Map 9: Forest fragmentation as measured by same-edge proportion for IBRA regions

Source: Montreal First Approximation Report (1997).



184 Australia’s State of the Forests Report 1998

Map 10: Forest fragmentation as measured by Shannon contagion values for IBRA regions

Source: Montreal First Approximation Report (1997).
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Map 11: Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA regions)

Source: ANCA (1994).
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Map 12: The locations of forested sites where rare or threatened plant species have been recorded

Sources:
Forest: National Forest Inventory (1997);
ROTAP: Environment Australia (1995).
Note: This map shows point locations only. It cannot be used to determine spatial extent of species.



Maps 187

Map 13: Location of native forest on land where wilderness has been formally recognised. Inset
shows areas with wilderness quality greater than or equal to twelve

Sources:
Formally recognised wilderness: State agencies;
Wilderness Quality: Environment Australia (1998).
Note: Resolution of native forest on formally recognised wilderness has been exaggerated for clarity.
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Map 14: Known locations of mineral deposits on forested land

Sources:
Forest: National Forest Inventory (1997); 
Mineral locations: Bureau of Mineral Resources (1995)
Note: This map shows point locations only. It cannot be used to determine spatial distribution or economic value.
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Map 15: Areas where regional forest agreements have or will be concluded

Source: National Forest Inventory (1997).
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