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UNESCO marine World Heritage sites are among the most productive ocean places on 

Earth. Yet, climate change threatens their vital functions and the livelihoods they support. 

At this years’ United Nations World Oceans Day, we highlight our global private-public 

Resilient Reefs initiative where we build resilience for people and nature to thrive together.  

Fanny Douvere 

Coordinator, UNESCO World Heritage Marine Programme 
 

 

The Resilient Reefs Initiative: Watch the film  

 

  

The Resilient Reefs Initiative is a collaboration between the Great Barrier Reef Foundation, 

UNESCO World Heritage Marine Programme, The Nature Conservancy’s Reef Resilience Network, 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)



2

 

Columbia University’s Center for Resilient Cities and Landscapes, Resilient Cities Catalyst and 

AECOM. The project is enabled by the BHP Foundation.  

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

About the 50 UNESCO marine World Heritage sites  

 

 

 
 

 

Since the inscription of the first marine site on the 

UNESCO World Heritage List in 1981, the network 

has grown into a global collection of unique ocean 

places. Today, the List includes 50 marine protected 

areas of Outstanding Universal Value to humanity 

across 37 countries. They are recognized as 

UNESCO World Heritage for their exceptional 

marine biodiversity, singular ecosystem or geology, 

and incomparable beauty.  
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UNESCO World Heritage Marine Programme 

Place de Fontenoy, 7 

Paris 75007  

France 
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