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Bungle Bungle World Heritage Area Advisory Committee Meeting  

 
 

Date Time Location 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 09:00 WST Kununurra / Teams online meeting 
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09:50 Executive Officer update 
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Discussion  attended fire meeting where climate change was noted to be changing fire behaviour.  Clear 

that climate is changing in the north and fire managers have to be adaptable.  
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Unconfirmed Minutes – Shark Bay World Heritage Advisory Committee                               Meeting No 15 – 25 September 2020 
 

       

     4.3     CVI CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT AND UPDATES – PHILLIP SCOTT 
  

Phil Scott provided an update for the Committee on the Climate Change Vulnerability 

Index (CVI) workshops, the subsequent report and the potential for a future Climate 

Adaptation Plan for the Shark Bay WHA.  The full report of the outcome of both 

Climate Change workshops is available at : http://www.wamsi.org.au/cvi-shark-bay. The 

CVI process identified high vulnerability to the WH values from the potential three 

major climate change threats/stressors, which are: 

 

1. Storm intensity and frequency 

2. Extreme marine heat events 

3. Air temperature change. 

 

The ultimate aim of the workshops was to lay foundations for the development of a 

Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan for the WHA. The adaptive 

capacity of local management and scientific/technical support to address the climate 

stressors was assessed at low to very low. Key knowledge gaps were identified during 

the workshops. 

 

A CSIRO project team have been commissioned by the Commonwealth Department of 

Agriculture, Water and Environment (DAWE) to work with all Australian WHAs to: 

o Gauge what is understood about climate change impacts for each property, 

o Identify those impacts and thresholds using climate data, and 

o Translocate climate impacts to vulnerability and risk. 

 

CSIRO will also bring an Indigenous Reference Group together online via video-

conferencing, conduct workshops and carry out case studies if necessary. 

 

Members considered that a good basis to commence an adaptation plan is to compile 

templates for Shark Bay, based on the Wet Tropics Climate Adaptation Plan model, as 

this will provide structure for future progression. LG and DW volunteered to undertake 

this task for the committee’s endorsement of the final document. 

 

It was agreed that an adaptation strategy will require coordination across several 

agencies, including DBCA, DPIRD, SSB, GDC and NCWHAC. Once finalised, the 

adaptation strategy will be provided to the Director General of DBCA, State and Federal 

Ministers for the Environment, etc. 
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
Chairperson 

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth Office 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  

 

 

 

 
Andrew McNee 

Acting First Assistant Secretary 

Environment Approvals Division 

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

andrew.mcnee@awe.gov.au 

 

 

Dear Mr McNee, 

 

CONSULATION: RECFISHWEST EXMOUTH DEEPWATER ARTIFICIAL REEF PROPOSAL 
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
Chairperson 

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth Office 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  

 

 

 

The IUCN World Heritage Outlook assessment (2020)2 downgrading of the Ningaloo Coast from 

“GOOD” to “GOOD WITH SOME CONCERNS” is related to several significant threats impacting the 

OUV: climate change; oil and gas exploration/development; increasing visitation and recreational 

fishing; and invasive species.  

 
2 https://worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org/explore-sites/wdpaid/555542338  
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
The Chair  

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth District 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  

 
 

Strategic Advice for the Exmouth Gulf - Consultation 
Environmental Protection Authority 
 
Submission by the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
 
The Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee (the Committee) addresses activities within 
and adjacent to the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Area that have the potential to impact the 
outstanding universal value of the World Heritage area. The comments below specifically address the 
community and industry consultation in relation to the current and proposed pressures facing the 
Exmouth Gulf and how they are/will impact on the area’s environmental, social and cultural values. 
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
The Chair  

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth District 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  

 
 

3. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?  
 

The Committee notes the following environmental pressures associated in and around Exmouth Gulf. 
 
The IUCN 2011 technical evaluation for the Ningaloo Coast; the 2017 World Heritage Outlook 
assessment; and the 2020 draft World Heritage Outlook assessment has identified specific threats 
which are either currently impacting or have the potential to impact the World Heritage values (IUCN, 
2010; IUCN, 2017). Please see the identified threats to the World Heritage values outlined below. The 
2020 draft World Heritage Outlook assessment will be publicly available towards the end of 2020. 
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
The Chair  

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth District 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  

 
 

 
4. Climate change (including potential impacts); storms/flooding (climate change and severe 

weather) 
 

º Climate change will increase levels of stress on the natural environment of the Exmouth 
Gulf and adjacent areas of Ningaloo Reef. Increases in anthropogenic impacts from a 
range of activities will exacerbate these impacts and likely act in a synergistic fashion 
to increase impact and lessen resilience. Fragmentation of habitats by poorly planned 
developments will further impact ecosystem resilience through loss of connectivity and 
impairment of recovery processes. 

º Related to climate change, storms and other extreme weather events will place higher 
demands on a range of coastal infrastructure like roads, coastal impoundments (e.g. 
salt or aquaculture) marinas and ports. Proper caution must be used in planning and 
construction of any such facilities to ensure they do not exacerbate the damage caused 
by extreme events.  

º Climate change poses the biggest threat to the long-term conservation of the property. 
While the Ningaloo Coast is one of only three (of 29) World Heritage–listed coral reefs 
not expected to experience bleaching at least twice per decade by 2041 (a frequency 
that is likely to cause total mortality) under Representative Concentration Pathway 
(RCP) 8.5 climate projections (Heron et al.; 2017); the same models predict that 
bleaching will occur at least twice per decade after 2041, a frequency that will rapidly 
kill most corals present and prevent successful reproduction necessary for recovery of 
corals, and annual bleaching by 2049.  Exmouth Gulf Reefs (including Bundegi within 
the World Heritage area) have been severely affected by multiple bleachings and some 
reefs are already showing reduced ability to recover following these impacts (Babcock 
et al. in press). 

º The greatest potential threat to the World Heritage property is the further unknown 
effects of climate change (IUCN, 2017) that could result in the risk of drought, 
catastrophic fire, change in cyclone frequency, increased wave energy, change in the 
temperature of seawater, coral bleaching, ocean acidification, and sea level rise and 
its associated impacts on coastal communities and habitat (i.e. nesting habitat for 
turtles, mangroves) all of which would greatly impact the World Heritage values 
including biodiversity (coral, seaweed/seagrass, fish and other marine fauna). 
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
Chairperson 

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth Office 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
Dear  
 
STRATEGIC ADVICE FOR THE EXMOUTH GULF - MARINE AND TERRESTRIAL RISK 
ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP 
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Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Advisory Committee 
Chairperson 

c/- Parks and Wildlife Service - Exmouth Office 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

PO Box 201, Exmouth, Western Australia 6707 
Phone:  Email: @dbca.wa.gov.au  
 
 

Attachment 1: Committee advice in relation to the Exmouth Gulf - Marine and Terrestrial Risk 
Assessment 

Identified major pressures impacting Exmouth Gulf values 
 

 
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52ND GBMWHA ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 
PAPER PREPARED BY 

 and  
PEOPLE TO ATTEND FOR ITEM (IF REQUIRED) 

 
ATTACHMENT(S) Extract of  presentation, Feb 2021 

DOC21/387251 

FRIDAY 14 AND SATURDAY 15 MAY 2021 

ITEM 21 05 WORLD HERITAGE AND CLIMATE CHANGE TIME ( 10 mins) 

GBMWHA STRATEGIC PLAN REF: INTEGRITY  

PURPOSE OF PAPER 

To provide an update on Blue Mountains Branch Conservation Team projects across the GBMWHA. 

• Discuss the operational approach described in the Gondwana Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 
and how it could be applied in the GBMWHA 
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 EXTRAC TS OF  PRESENTATION, FEB 2021  
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Australian Heritage Strategy review 

We released the Australian Heritage Strategy in 2015. It sets out a national approach over 10 years 
to: 

• identifying, protecting and conserving Australia’s unique heritage 
• presenting and communicating related stories. 

The strategy was developed in consultation with Australia’s heritage community.  In accordance 
with commitments in the strategy, we are now conducting a mid-term review. 

The strategy highlights the significance of Australia’s unique heritage and the role it plays in the 
community. 

Provide your feedback 

You can now provide feedback on the strategy. We want to hear your views on the strategy, 
including on: 

• the strategy’s strengths and weaknesses 
• how the strategy might be improved for the next 5 years 
• whether the strategy appropriately reflects Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage 
• whether the strategy adequately reflects heritage’s key threats, developments and 

challenges  
• how the strategy might reflect the involvement of communities in protecting and 

managing our heritage. 

To have your say, take our survey: https://haveyoursay.awe.gov.au/australian-heritage-strategy-review 

Submit your feedback by 31 March 2021. 
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Survey starts 
 

1. What is your name? 

Sue Sargent  

 

2. What is the name of the organisation you represent or work for? 

Fraser Island (K’gari) World Heritage Advisory Committee (and K’gari representative on the 
Australian World Heritage Advisory Committee) 

 

LEX-23460 40

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)



Page 8 of 10 

  

13. How can the strategy make the most of these opportunities? 

 
Focus on threats to out National and World Heritage properties – with a greater focus on Climate Change 
mitigation and adaptation.  In 2019-20, 1350Ha of bushland burnt on K’gari in the south of the island, 
that was followed by a devastating 85,000Ha fire in 2020 (across the central and northern zones of the 
island).  Over 50% of the Island has been burnt in the last 12 months.  With myrtle rust established on 
the island in 2013, we are now monitoring the impacts of myrtle rust on fire-impacted vegetation as it 
regenerates. Without intervention, the risk of bushfire, threats from myrtle rust and other biosecurity 
risks will continue to impact on our nationally, internationally and culturally significant natural heritage.  
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