
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

To: Kim Farrant, Assistant Secretary 
T

,:
r
:::

o
:

, Post Approvals Section 

EPBC 2010/5566 - Maules Creek Coal Mine: Variation to change Offset Requirements 

Timing: 31 March 2021. The current timeframe for securing offsets is 31 March 2021. 

Recommendations: 

1. That you agree to vary the conditions attached to EPBC Act approval 2010/5566 in
accordance with the decision instrument at Attachment A.

� i Please discuss 

2. If you agree to Recommendation 1, that you sign the decision instrument at
Attachment A for publication.

Q, Not signed

3. If you sign the instrument at Attachment A, that you sign the letter at Attachment B
advi

,
sing the approval h?lder of �r �ecision.

� 
�Nolsig1ted 

Signatory: Kim Farrant, Assistant Secretary, Date:24 March 2021 
Assessments (Vic and Tas) and Post Approvals Branch 
Environment Approvals Division 

Comments: 

Key issues 
1. On 26 February 2021, Whitehaven Coal Limited (WHC), the parent company of Aston Coal

,
-

2 Pty Ltd, the approval holder for EPBC 20201/5566 (Maules Creek Coal Mine), formally
requested a variation to the approval to allow for an extension of time to establish a legal
mechanism for securing approved offset areas in perpetuity, and to allow for a process to
verif. and secur · · o s ro ert1es to meet their a roval re uirements
(Attachment C).

2. This request follows discussions with the Department since September 2020 about the
.\offsets. There have been three previous variations since 2017 to provide additional time for 

establishing these mechanisms.

3. The Environmental Defenders Office (EDO) wrote the Hon Sussan Ley, Minister for the

\ 
Environment, on behalf of South East Forest Rescue (SEFR), on 22.__February 2021, raising
concerns about the Maules Creek project, its offsets, and the environmental history of WHC
(Attachment D and Attachment E). This follows concerns raised over many years about
the rgject's off$els and the delay.e..d e..stabJisbr.n.ea.Lo.fJ.e.g�w- ecure them in
perpetuity.

Background to approval 
4. The Minister has delegated you as decision maker for this matter pursuant to section 515 of

\ the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
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