
THE HON SUSSAN LEY MP 
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

MEMBER FOR FARRER 

EPBC Ref: 2018/8322 

The Hon Michael McCormack MP 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport 

and Regional Development 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

12 JUN 209 

Dear Mis /7co a& 
Invitation to comment on proposed approval decision - Snowy 2.0 Main Works, NSW 

I am writing to you in relation to Snowy Hydro Limited's proposal to construct and operate the 
Snowy 2.0 Main Works project. The Main Works project will increase the pumped hydro 
electric capacity within the existing Snowy Hydro Scheme and includes the construction of a 
pipeline between Tantangara and Talbingo reservoirs, an underground power station, and 
associated infrastructure. 

The Main Works project was referred to the Department under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and determined to be a controlled action on 
5 December 2018. It was assessed by the NSW Government on behalf of the Commonwealth 
under an accredited assessment process, for its impacts on: 

• National Heritage places (sections 15B & 15C) 
• Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 & 18A) 
• Listed migratory species (sections 20 & 20A) 
• Commonwealth action (section 28) 

I have reviewed the relevant assessment documentation and now propose to approve the proposal 
under the EPBC Act, subject to conditions. I consider that a number of conditions are necessary 
to mitigate, manage and offset the impacts of the Main Works on nationally protected matters, 
including the environment generally as this is a Commonwealth action. I have decided to require 
the proponent to comply with the relevant NSW conditions of approval, which you can view 
under 'NSW Infrastructure Approval' at: 
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/12891. 

I have added conditions only where I see these as necessary and convenient to protect matters 
protected under national environmental law, or to ensure enforceability under the EPBC Act. My 
proposed decision and conditions are attached for your information. 

As you have administrative responsibilities relating to the proposal, I invite you to provide 
comments on my proposed decision within 10 business days of the date of this letter, to enable 
the Department to progress the proposal in a timely manner. This includes comments on any 
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matters of economic or social concern that should be considered consistent with the principles of 
ecologically sustainable development. 

I have also written to Snowy Hydro Limited, the Prime Minister, the NSW Government, and 
other Commonwealth ministers who have administrative responsibilities, inviting their 
comments. 

Please quote the title of the action and EPBC reference as shown at the beginning of this letter in 
any correspondence. Comments should be addressed to , Director, Southern NSW 
and ACT Assessments Section, and emailed to  and 
epbc.nsw@awe.gov .au. 

SUSSANLEY 
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THE HON SUSSAN LEY MP 
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

MEMBER FOR FARRER 

EPBC Ref: 2018/8322 

The Hon Scott Morrison MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

12 .30N 220 

< ear Prime Mister Jo (he,-le 
Invitation to comment on proposed approval decision - Snowy 2.0 Main Works, NSW 

I am writing to you in relation to Snowy Hydro Limited's proposal to construct and operate the 
Snowy 2.0 Main Works project. The Main Works project will increase the pumped hydro 
electric capacity within the existing Snowy Hydro Scheme and includes the construction of a 
pipeline between Tantangara and Talbingo reservoirs, an underground power station, and 
associated infrastructure. 

The Main Works project was referred to the Department under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and determined to be a controlled action on 
5 December 2018. It was assessed by the NSW Government on behalf of the Commonwealth 
under an accredited assessment process, for its impacts on: 

• National Heritage places (sections 15B & 15C) 
• Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 & 18A) 
• Listed migratory species (sections 20 & 20A) 
• Commonwealth action (section 28) 

I have reviewed the relevant assessment documentation and now propose to approve the proposal 
under the EPBC Act, subject to conditions. I consider that a number of conditions are necessary 
to mitigate, manage and offset the impacts of the Main Works on nationally protected matters, 
including the environment generally as this is a Commonwealth action. I have decided to require 
the proponent to comply with the relevant NSW conditions of approval, which you can view 
under 'NSW Infrastructure Approval' at: 
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/12891. 

I have added conditions only where I see these as necessary and convenient to protect matters 
protected under national environmental law, or to ensure enforceability under the EPBC Act. My 
proposed decision and conditions are attached for your information. 

I invite you to provide comments on my proposed decision within 10 business days of the date of 
this letter, to enable the Department to progress the proposal in a timely manner. This includes 
comments on any matters of economic or social concern that should be considered consistent 
with the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 
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I have also written to Snowy Hydro Limited, the NSW Government, and other Commonwealth 
ministers who have administrative responsibilities, inviting their comments. 

Please quote the title of the action and EPBC reference as shown at the beginning of this letter in 
any correspondence. Comments should be addressed to , Director, Southern NSW 
and ACT Assessments Section, and emailed to  and 
epbc.nsw@awe.gov .au. 
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THE HON SUSSAN LEY MP 
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

MEMBER FOR FARRER 

EPBC Ref: 2018/8322 

The Hon. Rob Stokes MP 
NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
GPO Box 5341 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 12 .30N 2020 

aray <ea» 
Invitation to comment on proposed approval decision - Snowy 2.0 Main Works, NSW 

I am writing to you in relation to Snowy Hydro Limited's proposal to construct and operate the 
Snowy 2.0 Main Works project. The Main Works project will increase the pumped hydro 
electric capacity within the existing Snowy Hydro Scheme and includes the construction of a 
pipeline between Tantangara and Talbingo reservoirs, an :underground power station, and 
associated infrastructure. 

The Main Works project was referred to the Department under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and as you are aware, the NSW Government 
assessed the project on behalf of the Commonwealth under an accredited assessment process. 
You approved the project on 20 May 2020 subject to a number of conditions to mitigate, manage 
and offset the impacts of the Main Works. 

I have considered the state assessment report and your approval conditions and I am now 
proposing to approve the proposal under the EPBC Act, subject to conditions. I have decided to 
require the proponent to comply with the relevant NSW conditions of approval. I have added 
conditions only where I see these as necessary and convenient to protect matters protected under 
national environmental law, or to ensure enforceability under the EPBC Act. My proposed 
decision and conditions are attached for your information. 

Should you have any further comments on my proposed decision, I invite you to provide 
comments within 10 business days of the date of this letter, to enable the Department to progress 
the proposal in a timely manner. 

I have also written to Snowy Hydro Limited, the Prime Minister, and Commonwealth ministers 
who have administrative responsibilities, inviting their comments. 
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Please quote the title of the action and EPBC reference as shown at the beginning of this letter in 
any correspondence. Comments should be addressed to , Director, Southern NSW 
and ACT Assessments Section, and emailed to and 
epbc.nsw@awe.gov.au. 
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SNOWY 2.0 MAIN WORKS – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 1-9 

5BFigure 1.6 Snowy Scheme developments  

Figure 1 - Snowy Hyro SchemeDocument 13
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The disturbance area is an estimation of the area required
for construction works based on the current level of project
design. Detailed design is still required to be completed,
therefore it is expected that the precise location of the
disturbance area may move within the broader construction
envelope and consequently there will be some further
refinements to the disturbance area.
Note that the Approved Exploratory Works disturbance area
(SSI 9208) will also be a disturbance area for Main Works,
even following surrender of the Exploratory Works Approval. 
The cumulative disturbance area for the Main Works and 
approved Exploratory Works is therefore presented in this figure.
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Figure 6 -  Location of construction works
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The disturbance area is an estimation of the area required
for construction works based on the current level of project
design. Detailed design is still required to be completed,
therefore it is expected that the precise location of the
disturbance area may move within the broader construction
envelope and consequently there will be some further
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Note that the Approved Exploratory Works disturbance area
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The cumulative disturbance area for the Main Works and 
approved Exploratory Works is therefore presented in this figure.
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envelope and consequently there will be some further
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Note that the Approved Exploratory Works disturbance area
(SSI 9208) will also be a disturbance area for Main Works,
even following surrender of the Exploratory Works Approval. 
The cumulative disturbance area for the Main Works and 
approved Exploratory Works is therefore presented in this figure.

Figure 8 -  Location of construction works
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Figure 2.6
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The disturbance area is an estimation of the area required
for construction works based on the current level of project
design. Detailed design is still required to be completed,
therefore it is expected that the precise location of the
disturbance area may move within the broader construction
envelope and consequently there will be some further
refinements to the disturbance area.
Note that the Approved Exploratory Works disturbance area
(SSI 9208) will also be a disturbance area for Main Works,
even following surrender of the Exploratory Works Approval. 
The cumulative disturbance area for the Main Works and 
approved Exploratory Works is therefore presented in this figure.

Figure 9 -  Location of construction works
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The disturbance area is an estimation of the area required
for construction works based on the current level of project
design. Detailed design is still required to be completed,
therefore it is expected that the precise location of the
disturbance area may move within the broader construction
envelope and consequently there will be some further
refinements to the disturbance area.

Source: EMM (2019); Snowy Hydro (2019); DFSI (2017); LPMA (2011) 

Figure 1� - emplacement areas
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The disturbance area is an estimation of the area required
for construction works based on the current level of project
design. Detailed design is still required to be completed,
therefore it is expected that the precise location of the
disturbance area may move within the broader construction
envelope and consequently there will be some further
refinements to the disturbance area.

Source: EMM (2019); Snowy Hydro (2019); DFSI (2017); LPMA (2011) 
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Figure 2.12
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The disturbance area is an estimation of the area required
for construction works based on the current level of project
design. Detailed design is still required to be completed,
therefore it is expected that the precise location of the
disturbance area may move within the broader construction
envelope and consequently there will be some further
refinements to the disturbance area.

Source: EMM (2019); Snowy Hydro (2019); DFSI (2017); LPMA (2011) 

Figure 12 - emplacement areas117 of 266117 of 266
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The disturbance area is the extent of construction works
required to build Snowy 2.0. The disturbance area is an
estimation of the area required for construction works based
on the current level of project design. Detailed design is still
required to be completed, therefore it is expected that there
will be some minor amendments to the disturbance area. 

Source: EMM (2019); Snowy Hydro (2019); DFSI (2017); LPMA (2011) 
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Figure 18 | January 2020 fire severity mapping 

Table 9 | Vegetation clearing with credit liability 

Bushfire severity map - Figure 15

Figure 15 - fire severity mapping120 of 266120 of 266
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Figure 16 - survey locations
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detailed design.

Figure 17 - National Heritage boundaries
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Figure 18 - small mammal survey results123 of 266123 of 266
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Figure 19 - amphibian survey results
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Figure 20 - reptile survey results
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Annexure B - Existing Aquatic Ecology Rev 
Snowy 2.0 Main Work 

991811 | 13 September 2019 | Commercial in Confidence 73

Figure 5-6 Site locations and detections of Macquarie perch DNA from March 2019 (EnviroDNA, 2019b). Purple circles indicate positive results, grey indicate negative results, and pink circles 
indicate equivocal results  

Figure 21 - Macquarie Perch survey results
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Threatened flora (point)
!! Clover Glycine
!! Hoary Sunray
!! Kiandra Leek Orchid
!! Leafy Anchor Plant
!! Max Mueller's Burr-daisy
!! Mauve Burr-daisy
!! Monaro Golden Daisy
!! Raleigh Sedge
!! Slender Greenhood
!! Caladenia montana
!! Pterostylis alpina
!! Prasophyllum innubum
!! Thelymitra alpicola

GDA 1994 MGA Zone 55

Flora survey results - page index

Snowy 2.0
Biodiversity Development Assessment Report

Main Works
Figure 5.4.1

Source: EMM (2020); Snowy Hydro (2019); PhotoMapping (2018); SMEC (2018); DFSI (2017); GA (2015); LPMA (2011)
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Threatened fauna
!! Spotted-tailed Quoll
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Large terrestrial mammal
survey results
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Figure 5.9

Source: EMM (2020); Snowy Hydro (2019); PhotoMapping (2018); SMEC (2018); DFSI (2017); GA (2015); LPMA (2011)

Figure 24 - Spotted-tailed Quoll survey results
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Threatened fauna
"" Diamond Firetail
"" Dusky Woodswallow
"" White-throated Needletail
"" Flame Robin
"" Turquoise Parrot
"" Latham's Snipe
"" Gang-gang Cockatoo
"" Glossy Black-Cockatoo
"" Olive Whistler
"" Pink Robin
"" Satin Flycatcher
"" Scarlet Robin
"" Square-tailed Kite
"" White-bellied Sea-Eagle
"" Little Eagle
"" White-fronted Chat
"" Gang-gang Cockatoo breeding hollow
"" White-bellied Sea-eagle nesting tree

GDA 1994 MGA Zone 55

Diurnal bird survey results
- page index

Snowy 2.0
Biodiversity Development Assessment Report

Main Works
Figure 5.6.1

Source: EMM (2020); Snowy Hydro (2019); PhotoMapping (2018); SMEC (2018); DFSI (2017); GA (2015); LPMA (2011)
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Figure 25 - Bird survey results
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