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Minister for Regional New South Wales,
Minister for Skills and Minister for Small Business
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As discussed, Parkes has the potential to be 3 national distribution centre
Specialising in freight and logistics industries, taking advantage of its unique position
on the East-West raj| line and the opportunity presented by the Inland Raj project.

Building an inland port at Parkes would enable exporters to seal, certify and obtain
Ccustoms clearance for goods moving to the national freight network. This will relieve
congestion and costs experienced at existing S€aports to improve the
Competitiveness of regional businesses and exporters.

b
We believe &: Parkes proposa’Ds a real Opportunity to leverage the Inland Raijl
project to dr, business invest € i
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officials can jointly advance this matter. My contact for this project is Georgina
Beattie, Director Regional Strategy on (02) 9228 4549 or

georgina.beattie@dgc.nsw.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

1L o——

The Hon. Johp Bar] o MP

Deputy Premier

Minister for Regienal New South Wales

Mihister for Skills and Minister for Small Business

cc: The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP, Minister for the Environment and Energy
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THE HON JOSH FRYDENBERG MP
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY
MS18-000671
29 JUN 2018

The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP
Premier of New South Wales
GPO Box 5341

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear PM”‘P'

I refer to the recent announcement by the NSW Government that its Parliament has passed the
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Bill 2018. [ note that under this legislation, the NSW
Government will not apply the full range of effective control techniques to manage and reduce
the feral horse population and its associated densities and impacts in Kosciuszko National Park,
and that instead the horses will be protected. At the same time, the Victorian Government has
announced its plan to remove more than 1,200 feral horses from the Alpine National Park over
the next three years, and importantly, remove all horses from its most sensitive alpine areas.

When the Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Bill 2018 was first announced, [ spoke to both the
NSW Deputy Premier and to the NSW Minister for the Environment, and | am now seeking
further detail about the specific actions and methods that your government will take to manage
the impact of feral horses on the natural and cultural heritage values of Kosciuszko National

Park.

As you would know, Kosciuszko National Park is a key component part of the Australian Alps
National Parks and Reserves National Heritage place, which was included in the National
Heritage List in 2008. The National Heritage place includes alpine parks and reserves in
Victoria and the ACT, as well as in NSW. It is well known for its sensitive alpine and sub-
alpine ecosystems, rich alpine flora, and cold-climate adapted, endemic and threatened animals.
Some of these are listed as critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and are therefore Matters of
National Environmental Significance, as is the entire National Heritage place.

[ note that the Kosciuszko National Park Draft Wild Horse Management Plan 2016 was shaped
by extensive community and stakeholder engagement, rigorous scientific advice from an

Independent Technical Reference Group, assessment of the heritage and social significance of
feral horses in the park, an aerial survey of feral horse numbers, and a review of past feral horse
management programs. The draft plan makes it clear that some damage caused by feral horses,
such as that to peatlands, is irreversible. The draft plan identifies the need for rapid and decisive
control of feral horses in some parts of the Park, and proposes a significant reduction of the
overall population to a lower, stable and sustainable level, to lessen the impact on the
environment and other park values.
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The ecosystems of the Australian Alps are under significant and increasing pressure from a
range of introduced plants and animal species, including horses. Feral horses are also known to
damage the historic and Aboriginal cultural values of Kosciuszko National Park.

[ would be grateful for your advice as to how the NSW Government proposes to interact with
the Australian Government, as well as with the Victorian and ACT governments, on the
management of feral horses; and how the actions your government proposes to take will be
sustainable and effective in supporting your obligations as manager of a component part of the
National Heritage place.

Yours sincerely

JOSH FRYDENBERG

c¢c: The Hon John Barilaro MP, Deputy Premier of NSW
cc: The Hon Gabrielle Upton MP, Minister for the Environment, NSW
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Premier of New South Wales
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Dear Mini/é 2 - g

Thank you for your correspondence of 29 June 2018, regarding the( Kosciuszko Wild Horse
Heritage Act 2018. )C

The Act provides a balanced framework for protecting the heritage values associated with wild
horses and the environmental values of the Kosciuszko National Park.

A wild horse heritage management plan will be prepared under the Act by the Minister for the
Environment, The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP. This will determine the on-ground techniques to be
used to manage wild horses, the locations where sustainable populations are to be managed, and
associated population targets.

Importantly, the NSW Government will engage with the Victorian and ACT governments, as well as
the Australian Government, in preparing the wild horse heritage management plan.

As the Minister for the Environment is responsible for the preparation of the management plan, |
have forwarded your letter to her for a more detailed response.

Thank you for taking the time to bring this issue to my attention.

Yours faithfully,

\}(j\/, >
Gladys Berejiklian MP Q\

Premier

CC: The Hon John Barilaro MP, Deputy Premier
The Hon Gabrielle Upton MP, Minister for the Environment and Heritage
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