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a while to bounce back.  
Re the funding - it's pretty approximate but I at a guess:  

• data collection/modelling was about 50% (this includes site visits, assessment, collection of structural data, 
development of BN model data). BN modelling is anticipated to be a large part of future work.  

• consultation (establishing a stakeholder database, stakeholder interviews, collation of data on assorted roles) 
40%,  

• mapping 10%. This mapping figure is low because it was mostly a matter of collecting existing modelled data, 
but a large component of the ongoing project will be ground-truthing of the modelled maps. Part of the 
consultation exercise also involved seeking stakeholder feedback (especially local governments) on their own 
mapping and distributional data, and general awareness of key locations. 

Re actions - as I mentioned over the phone, relevant actions are held on the ABC database. I was under the 
impression you didn't need to see the entire caboodle at this stage, so I just identified categories of actions. If you like, 
I can give you a printout of 1962 current actions but it's a whopping big document.  
 
from  
regards 

Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services Division 
Department of Sustainability and Environment 
2nd floor 8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne VIC 3002 

@environment.gov.au>  

22/06/2010 01:41 PM  

To

cc 
Subject RE: VVP draft Plan [SEC=PERSONAL] 

 
 

 
 
 
Hi   
 
I have actually been away all of last week and yesterday off sick, i think it must be the season of winter sickness.  
 
I have just had a look at this now, and will discuss with  and  this afternoon and get back to you.  
 
With the costing, we just needed a very rough break down of what portion of the $170k was spend on each component of the plan. i.e. 
mapping, consultation, data collection and collation etc. Also if there were any workshops run? We really need this breakdown asap.  
 
Also just double checking, we have no actions in the plan as yet?  
 
thanks  
 

  

From:   

Sent: Thursday, 17 June 2010 5:57 PM 
To:  

Cc:  
Subject: VVP draft Plan 
 
 
Hi   
Please find attached the Draft Plan for the VVP, including the two EPBC listed communities, the Grassland and the 
Grassy Woodlands, and 27 EPBC-listed species. This is NOT ready for public comment as it has not been approved 
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by DSE, and is not complete. Information on past management actions and future management actions are held in 
detail on the ABC database, but a summary is provided in this Draft.  
I initially tried to send you a version of the draft including maps, but it exceeds the message size so I've had to remove 
the maps - I'll send them separately.  
 
 
I hope this will satisfy the requirements of our contract with you, and allow you to release to us the final payment for 
work done to date. Please let me know if you are not satisfied with the draft so that I may be able to address problems 
prior to your deadline.  
regards 

Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services Division 
Department of Sustainability and Environment 
2nd floor 8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne VIC 3002 

Notice: 
This email and any attachments may contain information that is personal, confidential, 
legally privileged and/or copyright. No part of it should be reproduced, adapted or communicated without the prior 
written consent of the copyright owner.  

It is the responsibility of the recipient to check for and remove viruses.  

If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender by return email, delete it from your system and 
destroy any copies. You are not authorised to use, communicate or rely on the information contained in this email.  

Please consider the environment before printing this email.  

------If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by return e-mail and delete 
all copies. If this e-mail or any attachments have been sent to you in error, that error does not constitute 
waiver of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect of information in the e-mail or attachments.  
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. ------  
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From:
Sent: Friday, 16 January 2015 9:39 AM
To:
Subject: RE: FW: VVP recovery plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi  

 

No worries at all, I’m sorry for taking so long to get back to you too, I have been a bit sick this week. 

 

The recovery plan for the natural temperate grassland and grassy eucalypt woodland of the Victorian volcanic plain 

is currently back with DELWP. This was with us for a compliance check prior to public exhibition however was 

recalled by DELWP last year as they considered the plan to be sufficiently out of date that it needed reviewing 

(particularly to take into account the Melbourne strategic review). I believe DELWP are currently trying to find 

resources to undertake this review and update the plan. I can’t provide any timeframes on when this will be done at 

this stage.  

 

With regards to GA intention to undertake the CAP process I think it is a great idea. These processes often create a 

very good conservation document, however these are often difficult to fit within the recovery plan framework. For 

this reason it would be great to have someone with extensive recovery planning background attend the workshops 

and help steer them in the right direction. However obviously this depends on resources and availability of staff 

which is a difficult issue at the moment.  would probably be the best person to attend, however is away on 

leave at the moment for another week so I cannot discuss with him whether he would be available or if he thinks it 

would be appropriate – sorry I can’t be more helpful here.  

 

The plan has not yet been out for public exhibition so is not in the public domain. I am not sure where they could 

have gotten a copy of it from, however given it is likely to be reviewed and updated I would suggest caution in 

putting too much time and effort into reviewing it at this stage.  

 

Let me know if you need any more information and how your chat with  goes.  

 

Cheers 

 

 
 

Terrestrial Species Conservation Section │ Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  

Department of the Environment  

A ACT 2601  

 www.environment.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

From: @delwp.vic.gov.au]  

Sent: Tuesday, 13 January 2015 2:48 PM 
To:  

Cc: @delwp.vic.gov.au 
Subject: Re: FW: VVP recovery plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

 

Hi   

Apols for the long delay in getting back to you.  I'm now back from leave and tackling that email mountain!  
 

See email below from GA with summary of the workshop.  Note that they have wrongly identified me in the apologies 
as being from DEPI, and that several participants identified the need to involve Aust Govt.    
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From:        @environment.gov.au>  
To:        @depi.vic.gov.au>,  
Date:        19/12/2014 11:05 AM  

Subject:        FW: VVP recovery plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

 

 

 

Hi   

   

Sorry for taking so long to follow up on this ‐ December has been pretty busy as I am sure you understand. Are you aware how 

the scoping meeting went in early December? If you can let me know the outcomes and any further information I can follow up 

with DEPI in the new year.  

   

Cheers  

   

  

   

   

  
Terrestrial Species Conservation Section │ Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  

Department of the Environment  

p. 02 6274 1175 │ GPO Box 787 CANBERRA ACT 2601  

email @environment.gov.au │ www.environment.gov.au  

   

   

   

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 20 November 2014 4:02 PM 

To:  

Cc:  
Subject: FW: VVP recovery plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

   
 can you have a chat with  to see if he has any further info on the GA proposal. We might need to also have a chat with 

GA on their intent and how it might relate to the recovery plan. Am assuming they contributed to the recovery plan draft.    

   

Cheers  

   

  

   

From: @depi.vic.gov.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 13 November 2014 10:12 AM 

To:  

Cc:  
Subject: RE: VVP recovery plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

   
Thanks   
I think is returning in December  
I attended the VVP Conservation Management Network meeting in Ballarat yesterday.  Some good discussions, lots 
of good work going on, mostly funded by us through CMAs.  
Interesting that Greening Australia is intending to do a Conservation Action Plan for the VVP - they are chasing $ to 
do it - see attached. Not sure what it will add beyond bringing stakeholders together.  I think it should already be 
covered by the recovery plan if it ever sees the light of day.  GA is running a  scoping meeting in Colac on 2 Dec.  
Cheers  
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If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender by return email, 
delete it from your system and destroy any copies. You are not authorised to use, 
communicate or rely on the information contained in this email. 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.   

   

   

Notice:   

   

This email and any attachments may contain information that is personal,   

confidential, legally privileged and/or copyright. No part of it should be   

reproduced, adapted or communicated without the prior written consent of the   

copyright owner.  

   

It is the responsibility of the recipient to check for and remove viruses.   

   

If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender by return   

email, delete it from your system and destroy any copies. You are not authorised   

to use, communicate or rely on the information contained in this email.   

   

Please consider the environment before printing this email.[attachment "Scan0012.pdf" 
deleted by DSE/VICGOV1]  s47F
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From:
Sent: Monday, 16 February 2015 6:25 PM
To: @delwp.vic.gov.au'
Cc:
Subject: FW: Greening Australia Conservation Action Plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

 FYI we contacted Vic raising concerns about the GA workshop travelling in a different direction from the draft 

recovery plan. Looks like  is now going armed with a copy of the draft plan. Hopefully that will steer the 

workshop in the general direction of draft objectives/actions of the RP.  

 

Cheers 

 

   

 

ps what’s your preferred email?  

 

From:   

Sent: Monday, 16 February 2015 4:27 PM 

To:  
Subject: FW: Greening Australia Conservation Action Plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

 
Hi  

 

See  response below regarding the GA CAP process.  is the author of the plans so having her there 

should be helpful.  

 

Cheers 

 

 

 

From: @delwp.vic.gov.au]  

Sent: Monday, 16 February 2015 4:20 PM 
To:  

Cc: @delwp.vic.gov.au 

Subject: Re: Greening Australia Conservation Action Plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

 
Hi   
We have spoken to  and she will take a copy of the plan to the CAP workshop, as she is attending.  
Hopefully this will avoid duplication of the work she's already done in the recovery plan.  
Cheers  

  
 

 | Policy Officer | Environment Policy  

Land, Fire and Environment | Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning  
1/8 Nicholson St, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002 

@delwp.vic.gov.au  

www.delwp.vic.gov.au  

             
 
 
 
From:        " @environment.gov.au>  
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To:        @delwp.vic.gov.au>,  
Date:        13/02/2015 11:15 AM  
Subject:        Greening Australia Conservation Action Plan [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]  

 
 
 
Hi   
   
We were just wondering whether you are aware that Greening Australia are planning to develop a collaborative Conservation 

Action Plan (CAP) for the Victorian Volcanic Plain? They have a CAP workshop meeting coming up on 19 February where I 

believe DELWP are being represented by   
   
Victorian have drafted the National Recovery Plan for the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain and the 

Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain. This plan was written by  and  but has 

not yet been taken through public exhibition or to the TSSC. DELWP recently recalled the plan as it is considered to be 

significantly out-dated and in need of substantial 

reworking.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

               
   
We have some concerns that this CAP process may result in the duplication of a lot of work already undertaken during the 

recovery planning process with regards to setting objectives and actions or that the process ends up with a document that is 

inconsistent with the draft recovery plan. Given that this CAP process is likely to result in a way to drive community investment 

and involvement we see a real need to ensure that the two documents can be aligned.  
   
Our preference would be for the CAP workshop participants to be able to work on a copy of the existing recovery plan or at 

least the draft objectives and actions. We have no expectation that you provide the plan, however if it is not achievable it would 

be good to have a mechanism to provide some guidance to the process. We feel that providing some level of guidance would 

value add to both the CAP process and the recovery planning process.  
   
Give me a call if you would like to discuss further.  
   
Cheers  
   
   

  
Terrestrial Species Conservation Section │ Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  

Department of the Environment  

 GPO Box 787 CANBERRA ACT 2601  

@environment.gov.au │ www.environment.gov.au  
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From:
Sent: Monday, 5 September 2016 11:29 AM
To: @delwp.vic.gov.au'
Cc: @delwp.vic.gov.au
Subject: RE: Query - Gippsland Red Gum and Grassy Woodland RP [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Morning  and  

 

I’ve had a quick review of my notes from a couple of years ago regarding this plan (combined plan for both the 

Natural Temperate Grassland of the VVP and the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the VVP) and my understanding is 

that this plan was with DELWP for updating. However given your query I am guessing this is not the case and there 

has been a miscommunication along the line.  

 

According to the information provided by  (DELWP employee working on recovery plans in 2014) the plan was 

provided to us for public exhibition in 2013 but some issues were identified (I believe regarding the lack of 

information on the Melbourne Strategic Review and potentially the length of the plan) and the plan was not 

released.  notes also state that ‘  suggested she would need to update the plan, but she is 

away until Dec 2014. Would we wait and try to negotiate  working on this? Or should another author be 

identified?’. I am unsure whether  ever discussed this with you  or whether she identified another 

author to update the plan? She has noted that  was the last author and that  should be 

consulted, so perhaps it is worth discussing with them whether they talked to    

 

Does DELWP have the resources to review and update the plan? If yes, then we can discuss how to progress from 

here. If not, then we may have to find an alternative to finalising the plan. Happy to discuss further.  

 
Cheers 

 

Terrestrial Species Conservation Section │ Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  

Department of the Environment and Energy 

@environment.gov.au │ www.environment.gov.au  

 

From: @delwp.vic.gov.au]  

Sent: Monday, 29 August 2016 11:57 AM 
To:  

Cc: @delwp.vic.gov.au 
Subject: Re: Query - Gippsland Red Gum and Grassy Woodland RP 

 
Hi   
I was actually as king about the Natural Temperate Grassland of the VVP and the Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands of the 
VVP, not the Gippsland communities.  
 
regards 

 
 

 
Biodiversity Strategy team | Biodiversity Division 
Energy, Environment and Climate Change | Dept of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
Level 1, 8 Nicholson St, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002  

@delwp.vic.gov.au  
 
Please Note: I work four days / week, usually every day except Wednesday.  
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From:        /DSE/VICGOV1  
To:        @environment.gov.au>,  
Cc:        DSE/VICGOV1@VICGOV1  
Date:        29/08/2016 11:40 AM  
Subject:        Query - Gippsland Red Gum and Grassy Woodland RP  

 
 
Hi   
 
It's a glorious sunny morning in Melbourne - hope you are getting some sunshine in Canberra.  One of my colleagues 

 has had a query from the regions regarding the status of the Gippsland Red Gum and Grassy 
Woodland Recovery Plan.  My records state that this has not yet been out for public consultation and requires an 
update and policy review.   Are you able to give me an update on where this is at?  
 
Thanks very much  

  
NB:  My current days of work are Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays only.    

****************************************  

 | Policy Officer | Ecological Policy Branch  
Energy, Environment and Climate Change  
Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning  
Level 1, 8 Nicholson St, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002  

@delwp.vic.gov.au  

www.delwp.vic.gov.au  
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Figure 8 –State and Transition Model for Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands ...................................................... 
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• EVC 654 Creekline Tussock Grassland   

Benchmark documents have been created for each EVC, giving a broad descrip ion of he EVC and a list of typical 

species. For more detail about EVC benchmarks, mapping and approximate extent see Appendix 1. Note that EVC 

mosaics have not been mapped and have no benchmarks.  

Key diagnostic characteristics   

The key defining attributes and condi ion thresholds for the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic 

Plain are described in detail in the listing advice for the ecological community (TSSC 2008), and are presented as an 

identification flowchart in Appendix 2.  

Flora   

The vegetation of the Grassland is mostly limited to a ground layer of grasses and herbs. Large shrubs and trees are 

absent to sparse. The ground layer is dominated by native tussock-forming perennial grasses, notably Kangaroo 

Grass (Themeda triandra), and on drier sites Wallaby-grasses (Austrodanthonia spp.) and Speargrasses (Austrostipa 

spp.), or with Tussock-grasses (Poa spp ) in areas of greater moisture. A variety of herbs and geophytes, mostly from 

the lily (various families), daisy (Asteraceae), pea (Fabaceae) and orchid (Orchidaceae) families, occupy the spaces 

among grass tussocks (Stuwe and Parsons 1977; Stuwe 1986; McDougall et al. 1994;  
Carr 1999; Carter et al. 2003; DSE 2004a). Low gradient ephemeral and intermittent drainage lines may be dominated 

by a dense sward of the Common Tussock-grass (Poa labillardierei). A list of plant species typically found in his 

ecological community is presented in Appendix 3.   

As noted in the EPBC listing advice (TSSC 2008), the Grassland has affinities with other grasslands that have 

Kangaroo Grass as a significant element, such as the temperate grasslands of the southern tablelands of NSW and 

the ACT, the Gippsland Plain, and the lowlands of Tasmania. However, the Natural Temperate Grassland of the VVP 

may be distinguished from these by its association with Quaternary basalt soils, its geographic limitation to the VVP 

bioregion, and the greater presence of semi-arid elements, such as chenopods, Ptilotus spp., or Eryngium spp. in 

parts of the ecological community’s range (Carter et al. 2003; DSE 2004a). There are also affinities with the 

grasslands of the southern Riverina bioregion, otherwise known as the Northern Plains, although Kangaroo Grass is 

not a common species in these grasslands. All these areas are regions of high fertility in the landscape.  

Flora species that are threatened on both a national and state basis occur in the Grassland, and are also listed in 

Appendix 3. VEAC (2011) indicates that there are at least 74 plant species listed as being threatened across the whole 

VVP, based on the DSE threatened plants Advisory List (DSE 2005).  

The grassland remnants1 that remain on the VVP tend to fall into two distinct types, depending on past management 

history:  

1. Small, often linear remnants with a management history of regular burning for fuel management purposes (e.g. on 

roadsides, rail reserves and other public land such as cemeteries, racing tracks, or town commons).  

Except where prescribed burning has been specifically applied as an ecological management tool, the regime of 

regular burning can be described as “benign neglect” i.e. management for purposes other than conservation but has 

nevertheless had a beneficial impact on the vegetation. This has allowed many small high quality, floristically diverse 

remnants to survive. These tend to be rich in threatened plant species that require regular biomass removal, but are 

sensitive to stock grazing. They tend to provide sub-optimal fauna habitat because of the small size of the remnant 

and the frequency of fire. However, recent surveys on roadsides in the centre and west of the VVP have revealed 

extensive use of larger road reserves by Striped Legless Lizards (Delma impar) and Fat-tailed Dunnarts (Sminthopsis 

crassicaudata).  

Despite their small size, intact remnants tend to be resistant to weed invasion and edge effects if there is no 

deleterious soil disturbance. One of the most floristically diverse and intact grassland remnants on public land on the 

VVP is the 4 ha Evans Street Grassland, in Sunbury. Since 1993 the condition of this reserve has been improved, as 

DSE, the City of Hume, Trust for Nature (TFN) and the Friends group have cooperatively undertaken long-term 

monitoring, weed control and regular mosaic burns.   

2. Large areas of private land with a history of grazing.  

These sites retain high quality grassy remnants if they have been grazed lightly, with periodic rest, and are 

uncultivated and unfertilised. They may contain native herbs hat are fire-sensitive but tolerant of light grazing. The 

best sites have generally had stock removed in spring (rested), to allow flowering and seed set. Sites that have 

received historic ploughing without being sown down to exotic species, or have been heavily grazed, may retain a 

native grass cover though with poor herb species diversity.   

                                                                    
1 For the purposes of this Plan, the term “remnant” or “remnant patch” is used in the strict dictionary term i.e. a remaining piece 

or sample. In the Native Vegetation Guide for assessment of referred planning permit applications (DSE 2007a) these terms are 

clearly defined and have implications for planning decisions; this is not the case in this Plan.  
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• EPBC authorisation and planning permits are not needed for activities that are part of an ongoing lawful 

land use i.e. there is no change in land use or intensification of past activities. Under the FFG Act, there 
is no exemption (D. McLean, pers. comm.).   

4.8 Lack of public awareness and limited stakeholder capacity  

Work undertaken over the past twenty years indicates that land managers generally have a good 

knowledge of threats to grassy ecosystems and how to ameliorate them (e.g. DCE 1990; DCE 1992; 

Craigie and Ross 1995), but there is still an urgent need to increase the awareness of the general public 

and the capacity of stakeholders. Limited awareness of, or appreciation of the biodiversity values of these 

ecological communities and their legal status, is implicated in:  

• Poor compliance with legislation and planning controls, and hence, the deliberate and accidental 

removal or degradation of grasslands continues.  

• Illegal collection of wildlife or flora (e.g. Collection of native orchids is listed as a PTP under the FFG 

Act).   

• Conflicting advice given to landholders by conservation and agricultural productivity experts.  

• The dumping of rubbish and green waste; use of motorised recreational activities such as trail-bike 

riding; and vandalism to fencing and signage.   

• Contractors not performing due diligence or following best practice guidelines when they undertake 

weed control, or engaged in installing or managing public infrastructure.   

• Public perception that grasslands are uninteresting and unattractive, are unused “waste” land or are a 

harbour for snakes.  

• Lack of uniformity of definitions and management advice.  

In discussions with several grassland experts and land managers, the most commonly cited barrier or 

perceived threat to grassland conservation is stakeholder capacity and lack of resources. The following 
range of issues has been raised by stakeholders regarding their capacity:  

• Many remnants are managed for purposes other than conservation (e.g. cemeteries, railways, 

agricultural production), or by committees or agencies with limited conservation management 

expertise. Several local government representatives also commented that they do not have the 

specialist grassland expertise and plant identification skills required.  

• Some rural shires do not have a sufficient rate-payer base to fund environmental officers to carry out 

management, often over a very large region.  

• The large size of the VVP bioregion makes the distance and travel time a difficulty for people attending 

meetings and events, and/or for carrying out on-ground management actions and monitoring.  

• Engaging with a broad diversity of stakeholders, with varying needs, priorities and values, is 

challenging. This is also reflected in the fact that there are several authorities who have administrative 

responsibilities and roles on the VVP, and where strategies are being developed independently and 

possibly limiting the flow of information amongst all stakeholders. Liaison with stakeholders needs to be 

more strategic and effective.  

• Lack of funding and resources affects all stakeholders, whether they are people working in state or 

local government, public or private land managers, indigenous communities, or even as volunteers for 

community groups, leading to a sense of frustration of not being able to do what they know needs 
doing.  

4.9 Climate Change  

Climate change is a potential future threat to these threatened grassy ecological communities and species. 

The predicted increase of average temperatures, and increasing periods of extreme heat and drought, will 

impact on plants and animals in various ways.  

More frequent drought in south-eastern Australia is one of the modelled predictions resulting from climate 

change and this may be an ongoing impact on species such as Button Wrinklewort. The recent dry 

conditions, particularly in spring are believed to have had an impact on germinant survival. Button 

Wrinklewort flowers from mid-spring to summer, and germinants are especially vulnerable to hot, dry 

conditions and increasing intervals between rain periods (DECCW 2010a). This phenomenon has also 

been implicated in early data from a PhD study on Spiny Rice-flower (D. Reynolds, pers. comm. 2010).  
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Action 2.15 - Incentives  

Practical landholder incentives are an essential part of encouraging widespread participation and 

cooperation from private landholders. These incentives may include MBIs, council rate relief/rebates, pest 

and weed control grants, fencing grants, providing access to extension officers, property management 

plans and stewardship payments.   

Ongoing engagement is needed to promote the use of both cooperative (e.g. Landcare grants) and 

competitive (e.g. market-based incentives) instruments as different tools in a larger program.   

Action 3.6 - Monitoring  

Monitoring the outcomes of both on-ground management and incentives programs are needed to accurately 

measure the gains they provide.   

Targeted monitoring to detect vegetation change at both paddock- and plot-scale is a high priority. The  

Northern Plains TAG have proposed a four-tiered monitoring program as part of the Strategic Operational 

Plan (Blue Devil Consulting 2011), for the NPG Protected Area Network. Primary monitoring provides a 

rapid non-technical assessment of key vegetation structural indices on a seasonal or annual basis to inform 

more immediate management decisions, such as implementing biomass control (e.g. grazing, burning 

regimes). Secondary and tertiary monitoring is more intensive, so occurs less frequently and at fewer sites. 

They require a higher level of expertise and resources to assess ecological variables, which capture 

functional and structural changes in the different vegetation community types (secondary monitoring), and 

population attributes of focal species (tertiary monitoring). A fourth level, based on remote sensing requires 

further refinement to help profile and track the dynamics of the various states of the NPG across the 

landscape, as well as monitor the ecological outcomes in response to conservation efforts.   

The rationale for this monitoring program is applicable to all temperate lowland grassland and grassy 
woodland communities, so has been reproduced with permission of the TAG in Appendix 7.   

8. Plan Implementation   

8.1 Action Priorities  

Actions were prioritised in terms of cost-effectiveness, using a similar approach to the “Project Prioritisation 

Protocol” developed by the Australian Environmental Decision Analysis research hub, and based on Joseph 

et al. (2009). This attempts to rank projects by their cost-effectiveness, by calculating the costs of each 

project, predicting its benefit to assets and estimating the likelihood of success. This has been adapted for 

this Plan and uses the formula:   

B x S x M  

C where B = benefits i.e. value of the action towards recovery; S = probability of success of the action 

(i.e. feasibility, known techniques, technical ability), M = multiple benefits to other species and C = action 

cost (this includes contractors’ costs as noted below). Using this formula, the top twenty actions are listed 

in Table 4 below. (“Wholly” and “partially” refer to actions that would be completely or partially carried out 

by the proposed new staff.) The complete list of actions and costs is shown in Table 6.  

  

Table 4 Actions ranked using an adapted project prioritisation protocol.  

Est.  
 No.   Action  cost  wholly  partially  Priority  

($,000) 2.4 

 Establish a VVP Technical Advisory Group under the auspices of  

the Recovery Team to advise on management decisions and to $25   1 promote greater knowledge sharing.  

 3.1  Review condition thresholds for both ecological communities.  $20   2  
 2.17  Liaise with stakeholders and land managers to avoid accidental  

$25     


3 damage and breaches of legislation.  

 2.5  Develop a “state and transition’ model to identify condition classes  
 of remnants of various Grassland and Grassy Woodland types and  $70     4  

set targets for improvement.  
3.3  Identify gaps in survey and mapping data across the predicted distribution 

of predicted distribution of the communities, especially  
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 $60 
  5  

Grassy Woodland, within the VVP and adjacent bioregions and conduct 

future surveys to fill these gaps.  
 2.3  Establish a Victorian Lowland Grassy Ecosystem Strategic Group.  
 $100     6  
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http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/DSE/nrenlwm.nsf/LinkView/4D120251A18885EFCA25757E00294A2ABFF

D D52C4A0A10FBCA25713200061392#report  

DSE (2009d) Victorian Volcanic Plains Native Vegetation Management Guide. Department of Sustainability 

and Environment, VVP Plains Tender, Caring for our Country.   

DSE (2010a) EVC Benchmarks - Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion. Department of Sustainability and 

Environment, Melbourne.  

Online at:  

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/nrence.nsf/LinkView/A2A7B7D2CABBEE3CCA256F2B000257048062

D 

358172E420C4A256DEA0012F71C. Viewed: 3 June 2010  

DSE (2010b) Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 Protected Flora List. May 2010. Department of 

Sustainability and Environment, Me bourne.  

Online at: 
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0014/103127/Protected flora list May 2010.pdf  

DSE (2010c) Biodiversity is Everybody’s Business. Victoria’s Biodiversity Strategy 2010-2015. Consultation 

Draft. Department of Sustainability and Environment Me bourne.   

DSE (2011) Salvage and translocation of Striped Legless Lizard in the urban growth area of Melbourne:  

Operational plan. Department of Sustainability and Environment, Me bourne  

DSEWPC (2010) Collaborative Australia Protected Area Database (CAPAD). Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and Communities.   

Online at:  

http://www.environment.gov.au/parks/nrs/science/capad/  

D’Ombrain, T. (2002) Rapid Survey of twenty-five Grassland Crown Land reserves in South-west Victoria. 

Draft report to Parks, Flora and Fauna and Land Victoria, Department of Sustainability and 

Environment.  

Dorrough, J. Yen, A. Turner, V., Clark, S.G., Crosthwaite, J. and Hirth, J.R., (2004) Livestock grazing 

management and biodiversity conservation in Australian temperate grassy landscapes. Australian 

Journal of Agricultural Research, 55: 279-295.   

Dorrough, J., Stol, J. and McIntyre, S. (2008) Biodiversity in the Paddock: a Land Managers Guide. Future 

Farm Industries CRC.   

Duncan, M. (2009) National Recovery Plan for the Maroon Leek Orchid Prasophyllum frenchii. Department 

of Sustainability and Environment, Melbourne.  

Eddy, D. (2002) Managing Native Grassland: A Guide to Management for Conservation, Productions and 

Landscape Protection. WWF Australia, Sydney.  
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Appendix 3.  Flora and Fauna of the Grassland and Grassy Woodland  

Flora Species  

Table 9 presents a list of plant species that are characteristic of the Natural Temperate Grassland and the  

Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain ecological communities. This is derived from the 

FFG Action Statement No. 182 (DSE 2004) and the EVC benchmarks established by DSE (see Appendix 

1). It is an indicative rather than comprehensive list of plant species present in the ecological community. 

Patches may not include all species on the list, or may include other species not listed. Wetland species, 

such as Juncus and Carex are on the EVC 654 benchmark, are not included as they are not typical of the 
common examples of the communities.   

Table 9 - Typical Flora Species of the Grassland (G) and Grassy Woodland (GW)  
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Fauna Species   

A comprehensive list of the fauna which inhabits the ecological communities is presented in Table 10. This 

list has been generated from records from the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife submitted across the entire VVP 

bioregion. However, species that are predominantly reliant on other habitat types (e.g. marine, aquatic, and 

forest-dwelling) are not included, nor are species that are considered to be infrequent vagrants to the 
Grassland and Grassy Woodland.  

Table 3 - Fauna Species of the Grassland and Grassy Woodland  

National (EPBC) status: X – Extinct, CR -– Critically endangered, E – Endangered, V – Vulnerable   
Victorian (FFG) status: L – FFG Listed   
Victorian (DSE Advisory List) status: x – extinct, cr – critically endangered, e – endangered, v – vulnerable, nt – near 

threatened  
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  
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 Cincloramphus cruralis   Acanthiza pusilla  

Pseudophryne bibronii  

Stagonopleura guttata  

 Dusky Antechinus    Antechinus swainsonii  
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  

        

        

      

       

        

         

I
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  

      

 

 

      

    

       

       

         

nland Broad-nosed Bat    

Jacky Winter    

  

  

  

  

 nt 
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  

      

 

 

      

    

     

      

        

  Swamp Rat    



  

 

EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  
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  L v Swamp Skink    
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EPBC  FFG  Vic  Common Name  Scientific Name  

      

 

 

      

    

     

      

        

  nt 
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 Byaduk   55    y  Unknown  

 Byaduk North   55    y  High  

 Cape Clear  55    y  Medium  

 Caramut      y  Unknown  

 Clunes  55      Medium  

 Condah and Myamyn      y  Medium  

 Creswick  55      Low  

 Darlington        Unknown  

 Donnybrook/ Kalkallo        Unknown  

 Dowling Forest  55  y  y  High  

 Dunkeld       y  Unknown  

 Epping    y    High  

 Fawkner Cemetery        Unknown  

Glengower/  
 55      Medium  

Kooroocherang  

 Hawkesdale        Unknown  

 Hexham   55    y  Unknown  

 Heywood       y  Unknown  

 Inverleigh   55    y  Medium  

 Keilor      y  Unknown  

 Lethbridge   132    y  Medium  
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PlainsTender is administered by the Corangamite CMA for the entire VVP bioregion. The figures presented 

in Table 17 highlight that PlainsTender has been a successful initiative for the protection and enhancement 

of native vegetation on private land. Landholders wishing to generate a regular and reliable income stream 

from the native vegetation on their land place an expression of interest. Following a site assessment and 

production of site management plan by a PlainsTender field officer, landholders can then select which 

management actions they are willing and able to undertake. Management actions may include weed 

control, pest animal control, fencing, controlled grazing, supplementary planting and permanent protection. 

Landholders then submit a bid nominating the price for the provision of those services for the period of the 

agreement (4 or 5 years). A Biodiversity Benefits Index is then calculated and provides a comparative 

means to rank the bids in order of preference, taking into account the site’s conservation values, the 

anticipated improvement in vegetation quality expected (i.e. habitat hectares gained), and which bids 

represent the best value in terms of management actions agreed to by the landholder.  

As landholders choose what management actions they are willing to commit to, the result is a high rate of 

acceptance and compliance of management agreements offered. Successful landholders receive periodic  
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Conferences  

• In 1992 the Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association (IFFA) and the VNPA held the Great Plains Crash 

– A conference on the Grasslands and Grassy Woodlands of Victoria at Victorian University of 

Technology (IFFA unpub.). This was attended by some 280 delegates.   

• In 1998 the then Department of Natural Resources and Environment with Victoria University held the 
Down to Grass Roots conference on the management of grassy ecosystems. (Craigie and Hocking 
1999).  

• In 1999 the Federal Government organised a conference in South Australia, Balancing Conservation 

and Production in Grassy Landscapes, which was attended by grassland experts, agriculturalists and 

other stakeholders from south-eastern Australia (Barlow and Thorburn 2000).  

There have been recent calls to organise another conference to discuss developments in grasslands 
conservation over the last 20 years.  

General publications   

A few examples of the numerous resource kits, handbooks and other publications are provided below:   

• Plains Wandering, a grassland handbook and identification guide (Lunt et al. 1998).   

• Grassy Guidelines grassland management guide developed by Trust for Nature (Barlow 1999).  

• The CFA and DSE in south western Victoria with WWF’s Threatened Species Network (TSN) produced 

a series of promotional flags, banners, boards, brochures and flyers with messages about ecologically  
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Standard Action  Item  
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Standard Action  Item  
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Standard Action  Item  

  

 



  

Draft National Recovery Plan for the Natural Temperate Grassland of the VVP and the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the VVP  
Appendices   124  

Standard Action  Item  
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Standard Action  Item  
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• Fire frequency, if proposed for Grassy Woodland, will require individual prescriptions depending on the 

vegetation type and fauna present. Particular attention will also need to be given to the weed burden of 

a site and whether that will increase the fire intensity and adversely impact the woody vegetation.  
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• Plant trees and shrubs at natural grassy woodland densities.   
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* Adapted from DSE (2009) Securing Our Natural Future: A white paper for land and biodiversity at a time of climate change. Appendix 8.  



 

 

  





 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  





 

 

  

VVP Networks 
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• Friends of Taylors Creek    Avalon Landcare Group  

• Friends of Wurambean    Rockbank Landcare Group  

• Friends of Floating Islands (to be established)    Truganina Landcare Group  

• Upper Merri Plenty Landcare Group  

Landcare Groups and Networks  

• Whittlesea Agricultural Society Landcare  

PPWCMA  Group  

Western Melbourne Catchment Network (WMCN)    Parwan Landcare Group  

• Australian Plant Society – Wyndham  CCMA  

• Blackwood Barry's Reef Landcare Group  Ballarat Environment Network (BEN)  

• Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group  Geelong Landcare Network   East Moorabool Landcare Group    Anakie Tree Planting 

Group  

 

• Friends of the Brisbane Ranges    Barrabool Hills Landcare Group  

 

• Friends of Greenwich Bay    Batesford, Fyansford, Stonehaven Landcare  

 

• Friends of Iramoo   Group  

• Friends of Lollypop Creek    Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group  

• Friends of Lower Kororoit Creek    Corio Landcare Group  

• Friends of Melton Botanical Gardens    Maude Landcare Group  

• Friends of Skeleton Creek  Leigh Catchment Landcare Group  

• Friends of Steele Creek    Bamganie/Meredith Landcare Group  

• Friends of Toolern Creek    Leigh District Landcare Group  

• Friends of Werr bee Gorge and Long Forest    Upper Williamsons Creek Landcare Group Mallee  

• Little River Improvement Program  Lismore Land Protection Group  

• Melton Environment Group    Cundare Duverney Landcare Group  

• Mount Rothwell Biodiversity Interpretation    Leslie Manor Landcare Group  

 Centre Volunteers    Mount Elephant Community Management  

• Pinkerton Landcare and Environment Group    Weering-Eurack Landcare Group  

• Toolern Vale Landcare    Weerite Landcare Group  

• Werribee River Association (WRIVA)  Surf Coast and Inland Plains  

Jackson Creek Eco-Network    Torquay Landcare Group  

• Clarkefield and District Farm Landcare Group  Woady Yaloak Catchment Group   Macedon and Mount Macedon Landcare   

 Grenville Landcare Group  

 Group    Haddon Landcare Group  

 

• Riddells Creek Landcare Group    Misery Moonlight Landcare Group  

 

• Sunbury Landcare Association    Pittong Hoyles Creek Landcare Group  

 

Upper Deep Creek Landcare Network    Rokewood Landcare Group  

• Deep Creek Landcare Group    The Dales Landcare Group  

(Romsey/Lancefield)  

• Werneth Landcare Group  

• Upper Maribyrnong Catchment Group  

Various groups  

Moorabool Landcare Advisory Committee  

• Alvie Tree Planting Group  

• Bacchus Marsh and Coimadai Landcare  

 Group    Break O'Day and Forest Environmental Group  

• Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group    East Moorabool Landcare Group  
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