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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

PDR: MB17-000255 

 To: Minister for the Environment and Energy (for information)  

MEETING WITH  AND  OF BMT MERCURY 
TECHNOLOGY 

Timing: For meeting on 16 May 2017, 11.30 am-12.00 pm 

Recommendation:  

1. That you note the contents in preparation for your meeting. 

Noted / Please discuss 

Minister:  Date: 

Clearing 
Officer: 
Sent:15/05/17 

Andrew McNee Assistant Secretary 
Chemicals and Waste 
Branch 

Ph:  
Mob:  

Contact Officer:  Director 
Chemicals 
Management and 
Standards Section 

Ph:  
Mob:  

 

Meeting with: , BMT Mercury Technology 

  , BMT Mercury Technology 

Prior meetings: Ms  met with  on 23 March 2017. 

Proposed note taker: Nil 

What we want: None – meeting was requested by BMT Mercury Technology. 

What they want: BMT Mercury Technology would welcome the opportunity to engage in 
proposed overarching national legislation for processing, purifying, recycling and disposal or 
mercury (which would be required should Australia ratify the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury). 

It is concerned that some states restrict interstate movement of waste, including from the 
source of waste to a treatment facility, and would like to see consistent legislation on 
disposal of stabilised waste. It would also like to discuss how the Minamata and Basel 
Conventions will separately and jointly function on import and export of waste contaminated 
with mercury.  

Issues and Sensitivities: 

1. 

Consultation: YES: The Hazardous Waste Section have advised that they have provided 
BMT Mercury Technology with general information about the requirements for export permits 
for mercury waste and referred them to the states in relation to disposing of mercury within 

Copy to  

Secretary 
Mr Knudson 
Mr Cahill 
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Australia. The Environment Health – Strategic Policy section has advised on the potential for 
future legislation. 

Attachments  

A: Talking points  
B: Information on BMT Mercury Technology 

 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

Talking Points 

 The Australian Government is considering ratifying the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury. The process is being managed by the Department of Environment and Energy. 

 The Department recently completed a consultation process with state and territory 
governments, industry and the community about the options for ratifying the Convention.  

 The Department is currently considering public responses, and will provide a refined 
Regulation Impact Statement and National Interest Analysis for my consideration later 
this year. Should I deem it appropriate, I will then table these documents with the 
Parliament for Australian Government consideration on ratifying the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury. 

 Due to the nature of the obligations of the Minamata Convention, the Exposure Draft 
Final RIS identified that legislation may be required to implement the Convention.  The 
Government will consider this as a part of the broader ratification process. Should 
legislation be required there will be extensive consultation with all stakeholders.   

 Some of the measures such as recycling and disposal or mercury are the responsibility 
of states and territories.  
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ATTACHMENT B 

Information on BMT Mercury Technology 

BMT Mercury Technology is a global waste treatment company that purifies, treats and 
recycles mercury contaminated waste substances, which are hazardous by-products of the 
oil and gas industry. The company commenced operating in the Netherlands in 1991, where 
it developed a method for removing mercury from sand.  The company patented the method 
for purifying specific waste contaminated with mercury.  

It has global operations in the Netherlands and Thailand, where it services clients from 
Europe, the Middle East and Asia Pacific treating drilling sludge, catalysts, filters and other 
waste. 

BMT Mercury Technology will open a mercury treatment plant in Kwinana, Western 
Australia, after encouragement by the oil and gas industry to establish a facility in Australia. 
The plant is expected to open by early 2018 and would process about 1000 tonnes of 
mercury-contaminated waste from oil and gas production (mostly legacy waste from north-
west LNG projects, but may also service east coast clients). 

Establishing a plant in Western Australia would support Australia’s international regulatory 
obligations, with regard to ceasing transportation and disposal of mercury to overseas 
licensed waste disposal facilities. 
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