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08 
20 MILLION TREES 

Issue 

The Australian Government has committed to planting 20 million trees by 2020 to re-establish 
green corridors and urban forests.  
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Attachment A 

Examples of projects under each Stream of 20 Million Trees 

Service Provider Stream  

Three examples of Tranche 1 projects are: 

Yellingbo and surrounding reserves habitat for endangered fauna. 

$1,697,272 (GST exclusive); 650,000 trees; Victoria 

Project completion date: 30 June 2018 

Greening Australia will work with six partner agencies and two friends groups to 
deliver; 1. Improved habitat quality for the EPBC-listed helmeted honeyeater 
and leadbeaters possum; 2. Increased availability of nesting sites for helmeted 
honeyeater 3. Increased duration and availability of food resources for those 
species. 
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Bri ef 3.3 

LEADBEATER’S POSSUM 

Issue 

The uplisting of Leadbeater’s possum as critically endangered and development of a new 
recovery plan. 

Talking points 

• On 22 April 2015, the Leadbeater’s possum was uplisted from endangered to critically 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act). 

• The Leadbeater’s possum’s range is entirely within the Victorian Central Highlands Regional 
Forest Agreement area managed by the Victorian Government.  

• Leadbeater’s possum was identified for emergency action in the Threatened Species 
Strategy.  In addition, a Leadbeater’s Possum Action Plan was released on 31 August 2015 
which included a target to produce a new recovery plan in a year.  

• A recovery plan drafting group has been formed with representatives from the Department 
of the Environment and Energy, the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning, and Dr John Woinarski, Threatened Species Recovery Hub of the National 
Environmental Science Programme.  

• Comprehensive consultation has been undertaken in developing the draft recovery plan 
including: liaison with key stakeholders including Indigenous communities, the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee and relevant Victorian and Commonwealth agencies. 

• The recovery plan was made available for a three month public comment period from 
19 February to 20 May 2016, and over 3,700 submissions were received from industry, 
scientists and the general public.  

• The draft recovery plan is under consideration by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee, prior to the plan being provided to the Minster of the Environment and Energy 
for finalisation. It is anticipated that the Recovery Plan will be finalised this year. 

Background 

• Leadbeater’s possum has undergone, and is predicted to continue to undergo, a very 
severe decline of more than 80%. The primary habitat of the species was affected by the 
2009 Victorian bushfires.  
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• Forests managed in accordance with a Regional Forest Agreement are exempt from further 
approvals under the EPBC Act, except for those that overlap with World Heritage listed 
properties or Ramsar wetlands.  

• There is strong community focus on the establishment of the Great Forests National Park 
primarily to end logging in the Central Highlands and protect the Leadbeater’s possum 
habitat. Supporters include Professor David Lindenmayer from the Australian National 
University and the Wilderness Society.  

• In seeking broader stakeholder input into the drafting of the recovery plan, a Leadbeater’s 
Possum Stakeholder Group was convened, and facilitated by the Threatened Species 
Commissioner. The group met on 21 October and 11 December 2015 and provided input 
into the draft of the recovery plan prior to it going out for a formal public consultation period. 

• The stakeholder group includes representatives from the Victorian government including Vic 
Forests; Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and the Arthur Rylah 
Institute, as well as Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum, Wilderness Society; the Australian 
Conservation Foundation, Professor David Lindenmayer; Dr John Woinarski, My 
Environment, the Victorian Association of Forest Industries and Australian Forest Products. 

• Representatives of the Wurundjeri, Taungurung and Gunaikurnai traditional owner groups 
whose traditional lands overlap with the range of the Leadbeater’s possum have been 
consulted on the development of the Recovery Plan and have included their own statement 
of significance in relation to the Leadbeater’s possum.  

• In mid-January a revised draft plan was made available for Australian Government 
consultation including with the Departments of: Agriculture and Water Resources; Industry, 
Innovation and Science; Infrastructure and Regional Development; and Prime Minister and 
Cabinet. The draft plan was also been sent to the Victorian Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources and VicForests for comment.  

• 

• On 2 March 2016 the draft recovery plan was provided to the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee (TSSC) for initial consideration.  On 8 September 2016 the TSSC considered the 
draft plan and requested some further changes be made, prior to the plan being considered 
by the Minister.  

• A revised Victorian Government Action Statement (under the Victorian Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988) was released on 29 July 2014 that drew on the recommendations of 
the former Victorian Government Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory Group. This currently 
guides Victorian management action.  

• The Victorian Government announced 17 April 2015 initiatives to accelerate the protection 
of possum colonies and established a Forest Industry taskforce to reach common ground on 
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a durable, long-term set of recommendations, about future issues facing the industry, job 
protection, economic activity, and protection of flora, fauna and threatened species.  

• In Victoria’s whole of government submission on the draft recovery plan they have 
requested the plan align with the Taskforce process and outcomes. The Taskforce timeline 
however for reporting is unclear nor is there any certainty about likely outcomes and 
implications for the long term recovery of Leadbeater’s possum. The Taskforce released a 
Statement of Intent on 9 September, but has yet to release a final set of detailed 
recommendations.  
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Important History  

Date Key decision / action  
2000 Leadbeater’s possum listed as endangered under EPBC Act. 
2009 Black Saturday bushfires in Victoria significantly reduce possum habitat. 
June 2013 Australian Government Minister placed Leadbeater’s possum on the EPBC Act 

Final Priority Assessment List - for reassessment of its conservation (listing) 
status. 

June 2013 Victorian Government announced the establishment of a Leadbeater’s Possum 
Advisory Group to provide recommendations aimed at ‘supporting the recovery 
of the possum while maintaining a sustainable timber industry’. 

14 April 2014 Victorian Government accepted all recommendations of the Leadbeater’s 
Possum Advisory Group and announced investment of $11 million to implement 
these over the next five years. 

29 July 2014 Revised Action Plan for Leadbeater’s possum (under the Victorian Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988) released.  

17 April 2015 New Victorian Government initiatives announced, including industry taskforce 
22 April 2015 Minister agrees to transfer Leadbeater’s possum from endangered to critically 

endangered under the EPBC Act. 
31 August 2015 Australian Government Leadbeater’s Possum Action Plan released 
October 2015 Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan Drafting group began drafting new Plan 
30 October 2015 Meeting of the broader Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan stakeholder group 
11 December 
2015 

2nd meeting of the broader Leadbeater’s possum Recovery Plan stakeholder 
group 

Late January 
2016 

Whole of Government formal consultation process on draft Recovery Plan 
including Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

1 February 2016 Indigenous Consultation meeting held at Melbourne Zoo 
19 February  –  
20 May  2016 

Public Consultation Period – over 3,700 submissions received 

2 March 2016 Draft Recovery Plan provided to TSSC 63. 
8 September 
2016 

Draft plan provided to TSSC65 for consideration. 

(proposed) 
November 2016 

Revised national recovery plan for Leadbeater’s possum due for completion 
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REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS 

Issue  

The Australian Government is committed to extending the Regional Forest Agreements with 
a 20 year rolling life. 
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• The key nationally threatened species of interest in RFA areas include: 

- Tasmania – Swift Parrot (critically endangered), Giant Freshwater Lobster (vulnerable) 
and Tasmanian Masked Owl (vulnerable) 

- Victoria – Leadbeater’s possum (critically endangered) and Greater Glider (vulnerable) 

- New South Wales – Koala (vulnerable) and Greater Glider (vulnerable) 

- Western Australia – Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo (endangered) and Western Ringtail 
Possum (vulnerable). 
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION DIVISION – SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEF  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, October 2016 

Threatened Species Strategy and Threatened Species Commissioner 

Outcome 1 Program 1.1 and 1.3 

Budget  

Achieving the targets in the Threatened Species Strategy relies on mobilising resources through 
existing Australian Government programs, state and territory governments, the private sector 
and through community engagement.   
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Bri ef 3.3 

LEADBEATER’S POSSUM 

Issue 

The development of a new recovery plan for the Leadbeater’s possum. 

Talking points 

Status of the development of a recovery plan for the Leadbeater’s possum 

• The Threatened Species Scientific Committee has now agreed to recommend the 
Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan to the Minister for making under the EPBC Act. 

• The Department is finalising a briefing package to be provided to the Minister, noting that 
over 3,700 submissions were received during the public comment period which need to be 
included and considered within this package. 

• The existing Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan, while very old, continues to apply. The 
conservation advice prepared and approved in April 2015, at the time of the uplisting of this 
species also provides guidance for decision makers. 

Has the Victorian Government endorsed this recovery plan 

• Victoria has not endorsed the recovery plan, but have participated constructively in the 
plan’s development with both policy and scientific input through the drafting team.  

• The Leadbeater’s possum range is within the area covered by the Central Highlands 
Regional Forest Agreement, and the Victorian Government has sought to balance a 
sustainable timber industry with the recovery of the species for over 20 years. 

• The Victorian Government are awaiting the outcomes of the Victorian Forest Industry 
Taskforce they established in 2015 to consider and make recommendations on the future of 
the Victorian forestry industry, taking account of the conservation of threatened species.  

• The recovery plan takes this into consideration as responsibilities and arrangements 
involving partners will be subject to negotiation, and detailed in an agreed implementation 
plan once the Recovery Plan is in place. 
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Background 

• On 22 April 2015, the Leadbeater’s possum was uplisted from endangered to critically 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act).  

• Leadbeater’s possum was identified for emergency action in the Threatened Species 
Strategy.  In addition, a Leadbeater’s Possum Action Plan was released on 31 August 2015, 
by the then Minister for the Environment Greg Hunt, which included a target to produce a 
new recovery plan in a year.  

• A recovery plan drafting group was formed with representatives from the Department of the 
Environment and Energy, the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning, and Dr John Woinarski, Threatened Species Recovery Hub of the National 
Environmental Science Programme.  

• Comprehensive consultation has been undertaken in developing the draft recovery plan 
including: liaison with key stakeholders including Indigenous communities, the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee and relevant Victorian and Commonwealth agencies. 

• Leadbeater’s possum has undergone, and is predicted to continue to undergo, a very 
severe decline of more than 80%. The primary habitat of the species was affected by the 
2009 Victorian bushfires.  

• Forests managed in accordance with a Regional Forest Agreement are exempt from further 
approvals under the EPBC Act, except for those that overlap with World Heritage listed 
properties or Ramsar wetlands.  

• There is strong community focus on the establishment of the Great Forests National Park 
primarily to end logging in the Central Highlands and protect the Leadbeater’s possum 
habitat. Supporters include Professor David Lindenmayer from the Australian National 
University and the Wilderness Society. 

• The Victorian National Parks Association undertook an online campaign during Christmas 
2016 asking Minister Frydenberg to approve and release the recovery plan for the 
Leadbeater’s Possum. On 8 February 2017, they sought an FOI on documents relating to 
the development to the recovery plan between the Department, the Minister, the Victorian 
Government, the Threatened Species Commissioner, the Department of Agriculture and the 
Victorian Government Forest Industry Taskforce.  Further clarification on the scope of this 
request is being undertaken due to the ambiguity of what information is being sort. 

• On 17 April 2015 the Victorian Government announced initiatives to accelerate the 
protection of possum colonies and established a Forest Industry taskforce to reach common 
ground on a durable, long-term set of recommendations, about future issues facing the 
industry, job protection, economic activity, protection of flora, fauna and threatened species.  

• In Victoria’s whole of government submission on the draft recovery plan they have 
requested the plan align with the Taskforce process and outcomes. The Taskforce timeline 
however for reporting is unclear nor is there any certainty about likely outcomes and 
implications for the long term recovery of Leadbeater’s possum. The Taskforce released a 
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Statement of Intent on 9 September, but has yet to release a final set of detailed 
recommendations.  

Important History  

Date Key decision / action  
2000 Leadbeater’s possum listed as endangered under EPBC Act. 
2009 Black Saturday bushfires in Victoria significantly reduce possum habitat. 
June 2013 Australian Government Minister placed Leadbeater’s possum on the EPBC Act 

Final Priority Assessment List - for reassessment of its conservation (listing) 
status. 

June 2013 Victorian Government announced the establishment of a Leadbeater’s Possum 
Advisory Group to provide recommendations aimed at ‘supporting the recovery 
of the possum while maintaining a sustainable timber industry’. 

14 April 2014 Victorian Government accepted all recommendations of the Leadbeater’s 
Possum Advisory Group and announced investment of $11 million to implement 
these over the next five years. 

29 July 2014 Revised Action Plan for Leadbeater’s possum (under the Victorian Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988) released.  

17 April 2015 New Victorian Government initiatives announced, including industry taskforce 
22 April 2015 Minister agrees to transfer Leadbeater’s possum from endangered to critically 

endangered under the EPBC Act. 
31 August 2015 Australian Government Leadbeater’s Possum Action Plan released 
October 2015 Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan Drafting group began drafting new Plan 
30 October 2015 Meeting of the broader Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan stakeholder group 
11 December 
2015 

2nd meeting of the broader Leadbeater’s possum Recovery Plan stakeholder 
group 

Late January 
2016 

Whole of Government formal consultation process on draft Recovery Plan 
including Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

1 February 2016 Indigenous Consultation meeting held at Melbourne Zoo 
19 February  –  
20 May  2016 

Public Consultation Period – over 3,700 submissions received 

2 March 2016 Draft Recovery Plan provided to TSSC 63 for information during the public 
comment phase.  
Caretaker period 

8 September 
2016 

Draft plan provided to TSSC65 for their consideration. 

3 November 
2016 

Drafting Group met in Canberra to revise the draft plan based on the 
recommendations from TSSC 65. 

15 December 
2016 

Revised national recovery plan provided to a Working Group of the TSSC who 
recommended the recovery plan to the Minister for making under the EPBC Act. 
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11 
REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS  

Issue 

The Australian Government is committed to extending the Regional Forest Agreements with 
a 20 year rolling life.  
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If asked about the impact of the Leadbeaters Possum on the availability of timber 
supplies in Victoria 

• Operational access to forest resources is a matter for the Victorian Government. 

If asked about new national parks 

• The establishment of new reserves in Regional Forest Agreement areas is a matter for state 
governments. 
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Background 

• Regional Forest Agreements are 20 year agreements between the Commonwealth and 
state governments for the productive use and conservation of Australia’s forests. The 
Agreements were established in Tasmania, Victoria, New South Wales and Western 
Australia between 1997 and 2001, and provide a solution to previous decades of native 
forest debate.  

• The key nationally threatened species of interest in Agreement areas include:  

- Tasmania – Swift Parrot (critically endangered), Giant Freshwater Lobster (vulnerable), 
and Tasmanian Masked Owl (vulnerable) 

- Victoria – Leadbeater’s possum (critically endangered) and the Greater Glider 
(vulnerable) 

- New South Wales – Koala (vulnerable) and Greater Glider (vulnerable)  

- Western Australia – Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo (endangered) and Western Ringtail 
Possum (vulnerable).  
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION DIVISION – SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEF  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, February 2017 

Threatened Species Strategy and Threatened Species Commissioner  

Budget  

• Since the appointment of the Threatened Species Commissioner in 2014, more than $211 
million has been mobilised for 997 projects with threatened species outcomes (see 
Attachment A). The majority of these projects will contribute to improving habitat condition 
to support threatened species by 2020.  

• Achieving the targets in the Threatened Species Strategy relies on mobilising resources 
through existing Australian Government programs, state and territory governments, the 
private sector and through community engagement. Attachment B  has a table of species 
targeted in the Strategy, and projects contributing to their recovery.  
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Secretary’s Brief SB17-000093 

Bri ef 3.3 

LEADBEATER’S POSSUM  

Issue 

The development of a new recovery plan for the Leadbeater’s possum, and public threatened 
species nomination to reassess its Critically Endangered status. 

Talking points 

• The Leadbeater’s possum was uplisted from Endangered to Critically Endangered under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act in April 2015. 

- The uplisting was largely driven by habitat loss – and in particular the loss of hollow-
bearing trees for nesting and foraging habitat across its range – the Central Highlands of 
Victoria. 

• The Leadbeater’s possum is found only in Victoria, and its core habitat is the mountain ash 
forests covered by the Central Highlands Regional Forest Agreement. Under this 
Agreement, the Victorian government is responsible for the protection and management of 
the possum’s habitat. 

- Engagement with the Victorian government on Regional Forest Agreements is led by the 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources. 

- The possum is also listed as threatened and protected under Victorian law. 

• A new Recovery Plan for the Leadbeater’s possum is being prepared, in partnership with 
the Victorian State government, and is expected to be finalised before the statutory deadline 
for a new recovery plan in April 2018 (3 years after the uplisting). 

• A public nomination to re-assess the threat status of the Leadbeater’s possum was received 
in March 2017, and will be considered on its merits by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee along with all other public nominations received this year.  

Status of the development of a recovery plan for the Leadbeater’s possum 

• A new Recovery Plan for the Leadbeater’s possum is being prepared, and has been 
considered by the national Threatened Species Scientific Committee. 

• The plan has not yet been provided to the Minister for his consideration to make the plan 
under the EPBC Act. The Department is preparing a briefing package which must document 
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how each of the more than 3,700 public submissions were taken into account in drafting the 
recovery plan. 

• The statutory timeframe for completion of the new recovery plan is April 2018. The existing 
Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan continues to apply until a new plan is made.  

• A comprehensive Conservation Advice prepared and approved in April 2015 at the time of 
the uplisting of this species to Critically Endangered, provides additional guidance for 
decision makers. 

• Victorian government officials have contributed constructively in the development of the 
draft Recovery Plan with both policy and scientific input through their participation on the 
drafting team. 

Reassessment of the listing status of the Leadbeater’s possum 

• The Department has received a nomination seeking a reassessment of the Leadbeater’s 
possum status through the public nomination process under the EPBC Act.  

• As per the EPBC Act requirements, the nomination is currently being assessed for its 
eligibility to be placed on the Final Priority Assessment List for assessment.  

• If placed on the Final Priority Assessment List, a reassessment of the possum’s threatened 
status will be undertaken by the independent Threatened Species Scientific Committee, and 
their advice then considered by the Minister. 

Victorian Government’s Review of their Forestry Prescriptions  

• The core habitat of Leadbeater’s possum is within the area covered by the Central 
Highlands Regional Forest Agreement. Under this Agreement, the Victorian government is 
responsible for the protection and management of the possum’s habitat.  

• Prescriptions for forestry management, including the 200 metre exclusion buffer zones 
around Leadbeater’s possum colonies, are established and implemented by the Victorian 
Government.  

• These prescriptions were introduced through the Victorian Government’s Leadbeater’s 
Possum Advisory Group process in 2014, before the species’ 2015 uplisting under the 
EPBC Act. 

• The Victorian Government is undertaking a review, to be finalised shortly, of the 
effectiveness of these buffer zones in supporting the recovery of the Leadbeater’s possum 
and to assess their impact on the timber industry. 

Background 

Development of a recovery plan for the Leadbeater’s possum  

• On 22 April 2015, the Leadbeater’s possum was uplisted from Endangered to Critically 
Endangered under the EPBC Act.  
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• In July 2015 the Leadbeater’s possum was identified for emergency action in the 
Threatened Species Strategy. In addition, a Leadbeater’s Possum Action Plan was released 
on 31 August 2015, by the then Minister for the Environment the Hon Greg Hunt MP, which 
included a target to produce a new recovery plan in one year.  

- The statutory timeframe however is three years from the listing decision date, due April 
2018. 

• The Conservation Advice prepared and approved in April 2015, at the time of the uplisting of 
this species to Critically Endangered, provides contemporary guidance for decision makers. 

• A recovery plan drafting group was formed with representatives from the Department of the 
Environment and Energy, the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning, and Dr John Woinarski, of the Threatened Species Recovery Hub of the National 
Environmental Science Programme.  

• A draft Recovery Plan was made available for a 3 month public consultation period from 
February to May 2016, and direct engagement with industry, scientists, NGOs and 
Indigenous communities. 

• Over 3,700 public submissions were received, including over 50 detailed submissions and 
more than 3600 campaign-style, individually tailored submissions. 

- All of the campaign-style submissions and the vast majority of the detailed submissions 
strongly favoured reducing or stopping forestry operations and / or better habitat 
protection.  

• A revised version of the recovery plan was considered by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee in September and December 2016. The Committee has recommended this plan 
be provided to the Minister for the Environment and Energy for making under the EPBC Act. 

• Victorian government officials are assisting our Department in the finalisation of the 
Recovery Plan, and ongoing discussions are being held as to relevant projects which the 
Australian Government can assist Victoria with to obtain or collate new data on the 
Leadbeater’s possum which may assist in a reassessment of the current listing status. 

Regional Forestry Agreements  

• The core habitat of Leadbeater’s possum is within the area covered by the Central 
Highlands Regional Forest Agreement. Forests managed in accordance with a Regional 
Forest Agreement are exempt from further approvals under the EPBC Act, except for those 
that overlap with World Heritage listed properties or Ramsar wetlands.  

• The Victorian Government has not yet publicly committed to extending Regional Forest 
Agreements which are up for renewal. 

Reassessment of the listing status of the Leadbeater’s possum 

• On Friday 31 March 2017 the Department received a threatened species nomination for the 
Leadbeater’s possum seeking a reassessment of its critically endangered status due to new 
knowledge on the species. 
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- The uplisting of Leadbeater’s possum to critically endangered in 2015 was largely driven 
by habitat loss – and in particular the loss of hollow-bearing trees for nesting and 
foraging habitat across its range – the Central Highlands of Victoria.  

• The nomination will be considered by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee for 
eligibility to be placed on a Proposed Priority Assessment List. Ultimately, the Minister 
decides which species are published on the Final Priority Assessment List (FPAL), and then 
assessed by the Committee. 

• If placed on the FPAL, the Leadbeater’s possum nomination must be considered by the 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee and a public consultation process undertaken. 
Given an assessment was recently completed in 2015, the assessment timeframe can be 
expedited to a minimum timeframe of approximately 6 to 9 months depending on the TSSC 
considerations. 

• This proposed timing of the reassessment of Leadbeater’s possum listing status would allow 
it to be finalised in advance of the reviews and agreement on extensions of the five Regional 
Forest Agreements in Victoria. 

Response to Minister Joyce’s call to reassess the listing status of the possum  

• On 26 March 2017 the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources, the Hon Barnaby Joyce MP, wrote to Minister Frydenberg outlining his concerns 
about the Leadbeater’s possum protection buffer zones, asking for a reassessment of the 
listing status of the possum, and offering for the Department of Agriculture and Water 
Resources to lead survey work in the Victorian conservation estate to assist a review of the 
possum’s status. 

• Rather than commission any further survey work at this stage, it would be more cost 
effective and timely to await the outcomes of the Victorian review of their forestry 
prescriptions. Minister Joyce’s letter also indicates support for a reassessment of the 
Leadbeater’s possum.  

Review of the Victorian Forestry Prescriptions  

• In June 2013, the Victorian Government established the Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory 
Group (LPAG) to provide recommendations to government to support the recovery of the 
possum while maintaining a sustainable timber industry. In April 2014, the Victorian 
Government accepted all 13 recommendations. These recommendations included the use 
of 200m exclusion (buffer) zones around Leadbeater’s possum colonies.  

• During the past three years, the Victorian Government has conducted extensive targeted 
surveys for the Leadbeater’s possum across all forest tenures. Based on this new 
information, the Victorian Government is currently reviewing the effectiveness of its efforts to 
recover the species and assessing any associated impact on the timber industry.  

NGO view on the Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan 

• There is strong community focus on the establishment of the Great Forests National Park 
primarily to end logging in the Central Highlands and protect Leadbeater’s possum habitat. 
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Supporters include Professor David Lindenmayer from the Australian National University 
and the Wilderness Society. 

• The Victorian National Parks Association undertook an online campaign during Christmas 
2016 asking Minister Frydenberg to approve and release the recovery plan for the 
Leadbeater’s Possum. 

• On 8 February 2017, the Victorian National Parks Association submitted an FOI request for 
documents relating to the development of the recovery plan between the Department, the 
Minister, the Victorian Government, the Threatened Species Commissioner, the Department 
of Agriculture and the Victorian Government Forest Industry Taskforce.  

- On 10 April 2017, the applicant was notified of the decision that 40 documents were 
identified with 7 documents released in full, 27 documents released in part and 6 
documents exempt in full. Information on documents released subject to this request 
was published on the Department’s disclosure log in accordance with section 11C of the 
FOI Act. 
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Important History  

Date Key decision / action  
2000 Leadbeater’s possum listed as endangered under EPBC Act. 
2009 Black Saturday bushfires in Victoria significantly reduce possum habitat. 
June 2013 Australian Government Minister placed Leadbeater’s possum on the EPBC Act 

Final Priority Assessment List - for reassessment of its conservation (listing) 
status. 

June 2013 Victorian Government announced the establishment of a Leadbeater’s Possum 
Advisory Group to provide recommendations aimed at ‘supporting the recovery 
of the possum while maintaining a sustainable timber industry’. 

14 April 2014 Victorian Government accepted all recommendations of the Leadbeater’s 
Possum Advisory Group and announced investment of $11 million to implement 
these over the next five years. 

29 July 2014 Revised Action Plan for Leadbeater’s possum (under the Victorian Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988) released.  

17 April 2015 New Victorian Government initiatives announced, including industry taskforce 
22 April 2015 Minister agrees to transfer Leadbeater’s possum from endangered to critically 

endangered under the EPBC Act. 
31 August 2015 Australian Government Leadbeater’s Possum Action Plan released 
October 2015 Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan Drafting group began drafting new Plan 
30 October 2015 Meeting of the broader Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Plan stakeholder group 
11 December 
2015 

2nd meeting of the broader Leadbeater’s possum Recovery Plan stakeholder 
group 

Late January 
2016 

Whole of Government formal consultation process on draft Recovery Plan 
including Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

1 February 2016 Indigenous Consultation meeting held at Melbourne Zoo 
19 February  –  
20 May  2016 

Public Consultation Period – over 3,700 submissions received 

2 March 2016 Draft Recovery Plan provided to TSSC 63 for information during the public 
comment phase.  
Caretaker period 

8 September 
2016 

Draft plan provided to TSSC65 for their consideration. 

28 September 
2016 

The Department received correspondence from Senator the Hon. Anne Ruston, 
Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources regarding a number of 
concerns with the draft plan, and asking for further work to be undertaken on the 
plan prior to its final consideration by our Minister. 

3 November 
2016 

Drafting Group met in Canberra to revise the draft plan based on the 
recommendations from TSSC 65. 

15 December 
2016 

Revised national recovery plan provided to a Working Group of the TSSC who 
recommended the recovery plan to the Minister for making under the EPBC Act. 

26 March 2017 The Department received correspondence from Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, the Hon Barnaby Joyne MP, 
outlining his concerns about the Leadbeater’s possum protection buffer zones, 
requesting a review of the possum’s status and advising that the Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources will support further surveys of the species.  

31 March 2017 The Department received a threatened species nomination for the Leadbeater’s 
possum from the Australian Forest Products Association 

End of April 2017 The review to the Victorian Government on the effectiveness on the 200m 
exclusion (buffer) zones and targeted survey data due. 
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9 
REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS  

Issue 

The Australian Government is committed to extending the Regional Forest Agreements with 
a 20 year rolling life.  

Talking points 

• Management of Australia’s native forests should achieve a balance between environmental 
outcomes, such as protection for native species and their habitats, and the positive social 
and economic outcomes for regional communities provided by forestry. 

Extension of the Victorian Central Highland’s Regional Forest Agreement  

• Operational access to forest resources is a matter for the Victorian Government. 

- This includes the 200 metre exclusion buffer zones around Leadbeater’s possum 
colonies, which are established and implemented by the Victorian Government. 

- The Victorian Forest Management System can adapt to new information including new 
EPBC Act species listings, up-listings and updated recovery plans. 
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• Under the Regional Forestry Agreement, the Victorian Government has responsibility to 
ensure forestry operations are undertaken in accordance with ecologically sustainable forest 
management. 

• Regional Forest Agreements provide a framework that enables forestry operations to adapt 
to new information.  

• A comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system is integral to the successful 
operation of the Agreement. Any boundary changes to reserves need to ensure 
environmental and heritage values continue to be protected.  

• Matters regarding the Leadbeater’s possum listing and recovery planning are dealt with 
under Program 1.4 Conservation of Australia’s Heritage and the Environment. Refer to 
SB17-000093 for further information. 

s22
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Back ground 

• Regional Forest Agreements are 20 year agreements between the Commonwealth and 
state governments for the productive use and conservation of Australia’s forests. The 
Agreements were established in Tasmania, Victoria, New South Wales and Western 
Australia between 1997 and 2001, and provide a solution to previous decades of native 
forest debate.  

• The key nationally threatened species of interest in Agreement areas include:  

- Victoria – Leadbeater’s possum (critically endangered) and the  
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION DIVISION – SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEF  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, May 2017 

Threatened Species Strategy and Threatened Species Commissioner  

Budget  

• Since the appointment of the Threatened Species Commissioner in 2014, more than $227 
million has been mobilised for more than 1000 projects with threatened species outcomes 
(see Attachment A). The majority of these projects will contribute to improving habitat 
condition to support threatened species by 2020.  

• Achieving the targets in the Threatened Species Strategy relies on mobilising resources 
through existing Australian Government programs, state and territory governments, the 
private sector and through community engagement. Attachment B  has a table of species 
targeted in the Strategy, and projects contributing to their recovery.  

• The Threatened Species Commissioner is supported by a small team within the 
Department. He also has four informal advisers who provide expert guideance and advice.  

Threatened Species Strategy first year report  
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Contact Officer:   Cleared by: Geoff Richardson 
Telephone: 6275  Telephone: 6274 2531 / Mob  

Last updated: 19 October 2017 
 

 

Leadbeater’s possum  

Distribution:  Endemic and confined to a 
small range within the Victorian Central 
Highlands Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) 
area.  

Population estimates: Two genetic 
subpopulations. Small lowland subpopulation 
at Yellingbo Nature Reserve < 50 individuals. 
No reliable estimate for larger upland 
subpopulation – range from 2000 to 11 000 
individuals (2015). 

EPBC Status: Critically Endangered – 
uplisted from Endangered April 2015. Placed 
on the Finalised Priority Assessment List by 
the Minister in August 2017. This followed a 
public threatened species listing nomination 
from the Forest Products Association to 
reassess the Leadbeater’s possum status 
(endangered) based on new Victorian survey 
data released in July 2017. Listing 
reassessment to be completed by 30 March 
2018. 

Listing criteria met: Criteria 1 – very severe 
(>80%) decline in population size over three 
possum generations (18 years) based on 
decline in the area of occupancy and extent of 
occurrence (not population numbers). 

State listing status: VIC: Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 – threatened, Advisory 
list of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in Vic – 
Endangered.  

One of the 20 priority mammals in the 
Threatened Species Strategy and one of 
the two species identified for emergency 
intervention.  

Status Recovery Plan or Conservation 
Advice: Leadbeater’s possum recovery plan 
developed in 1997. Approved conservation 
advice, and most current planning document 
produced in April 2015 at the time of uplisting 
the species. A new recovery plan has been 
drafted with Victoria, and is on hold until the 
listing reassessment is undertaken. Statutory 
deadline is April 2018 (three years after 
uplisting). 

Key threats:  Ongoing reduction in the 
extent, quality and connectivity of suitable 
habitat. Drivers include impacts from fire, 
timber harvesting, and loss of hollow-bearing 
trees. For the lowland subpopulation, it also 
includes eucalypt dieback, altered hydrology 
and lack of genetic diversity.  

Recovery actions:  Maintain, protect, restore 
and enhance existing habitat, especially key 
habitat attributes. Fire management plans. 
Further research to identify and map habitat, 
investigate population structure, genetic 
diversity, and feasibility of insurance 
populations and translocations. 

Status Victorian RFAs:  The Central 
Highlands RFA is due to expire March 2018. 
Australian Government is committed to 
extending RFAs with a 20 year rolling life. 
Commenced negotiations with the Victorian 
government on the extension of the Central 
Highlands RFA.  

Forestry operations conducted in line with a 
Regional Forest Agreement are exempt from 
the EPBC Act 1999 assessment and 
approval processes.  

DOEE funding (last 3 Years): 

Per Program Total Funding 
Green Army $ 887,161.80 

20 Million Trees $ 1,896,329.39 

Threatened Species Targeted 

Projects 

$ 50,000.00  

 

National Landcare Program – 

Regional Stream* 

$ 768,800.00  

 

Total $ 3,602,291.19 

Notes: 
Amount listed is both approved and announced. 

Funding applicant nominated outcomes for the species, and 
projects assessed against the respective program-round 
criteria. 

Funding includes a broad range of activities, including 
threatened species conservation actions. 

Funding for some projects is provided in conjunction with 
state & territory governments. 

* Australian Government investment additional to that 
mobilised by the OTSC, delivered through NRM regional 
bodies. 
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9 
REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS  

Issue  

The Australian Government is committed to extending Regional Forest Agreements with states.  

Talking points 

• Management of Australia’s native forests should achieve a balance between environmental, 
social and economic outcomes. Regional Forest Agreements are the most effective way of 
achieving this balance.  
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• Matters regarding the Leadbeater’s possum listing and recovery planning are dealt with 
under Program 1.4 Conservation of Australia’s Heritage and the Environment.  
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 SENATE ESTIMATES, October 2017 

Threatened Species Prospectus  

Overview  

• The Threatened Species Prospectus is an innovative financing tool aimed at mobilising the 
business sector to co-invest in conservation programmes and deliver biodiversity outcomes.  

• The Prospectus represents an opportunity to significantly increase investment in 
conservation.  

• The Prospectus includes more than 50 projects developed in consultation with the 
community, including from zoos, state and territory governments, non-government 
organisations and committed community groups.  

• Projects included in the prospectus support the targets in the Threatened Species Strategy. 
Each project were assessed through a Selection and Justification process before being 
included. 

• There has been some criticism of the Prospectus, however the overwhelming response has 
been positive. An article critical of the Prospectus is included at Attachment A . A copy of 
the Question on Notice responding to this criticism is at Attachment B.  

Implementation 
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At tachment A 

Government needs to front up billions, not millions, to save 
Australia’s threatened species     

 March 21, 2017 6.15am AEDT . 
 
Authors: Don Driscoll   Bek Christensen   Euan Ritchie    
 
Disclosure statement 
 
This work arose from discussions held by the communications team of the Ecological Society of 
Australia (ESA). Don Driscoll is president of the ESA. He has recieved funding to undertake 
research aimed at reducing extinction risks in the Christmas Island Giant Gecko and the Baw 
Baw frog. 
 
Bek Christensen is vice president of the Ecological Society of Australia, and chair of their Policy 
Working Group. She works for the Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network, which is a 
research infrastructure project funded under the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure 
Strategy (NCRIS). 
 
Euan Ritchie receives funding from the Australian Research Council. Euan Ritchie is a Director 
(Media Working Group) of the Ecological Society of Australia, and a member of the Australian 
Mammal Society. 
 
Article begins: 
 
Southern cassowaries, orange-bellied parrots, Leadbeater’s possums, and Australia’s only 
purple wattle are among the threatened species the government is seeking conservation 
investment for under its recently released threatened species prospectus. The prospectus 
seeks business and philanthropic support in partnership with the government and community 
groups to raise around A$14 million each year.  
 
The government has proposed 51 projects, costing from A$45,000 to A$6 million. At first glance 
the prospectus is a positive initiative. 
 
But it also highlights that the current government is unwilling to invest what’s needed to assure 
the conservation of our threatened plants, animals and other organisms.  
 
The good news 
 
The government’s partial outsourcing of conservation investment and responsibility might have 
some benefit. Raising broader awareness about the plight of Australia’s threatened species, 
particularly among Australia’s leading companies and donors, could lead to valuable 
conservation gains. It could translate to pressure for greater financial investment in conservation 
and less damaging actions by big companies. 
 
The prospectus includes an excellent range of critically important projects. These include seed 
banks for plants facing extinction, and projects to control feral animals and create safe havens 
for mammals and birds.  
 
These projects could help to save species on the brink of extinction, such as the critically 
endangered Gilbert’s potoroo, the Christmas Island flying fox and the orange-bellied parrot.  
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The projects have a high chance of success. Community groups and government are already 
on board and ready to take action, if only the funds materialise. 
 
Why do so many species need urgent help? 
 
The State of the Environment Report released in early March shows that the major pressures 
on wildlife have not decreased since 2011 when the previous report was released. The 
prospects for most threatened species have not improved. 
 
Habitat loss is still the biggest threat. The homes of many threatened species are continually 
under threat from developments. Coal mines threaten the black-throated finch, urban sprawl 
eats away at the last 1% of critically endangered Victorian grasslands, and clearing for 
agriculture has spiked in Queensland.  
 

 
 

Grasslands, such as these in Melbourne, are being lost to development. Takver/Flickr, CC BY-SA 
 
Feral animals are widespread and control programs have been inadequate. New diseases are 
emerging, such as the chytrid fungus that has devastated frog populations worldwide.  
 
The horticulture industry, for example, introduced myrtle rust to Australia. The disease was 
poorly managed when it was first detected. It now infects more than 350 species of the 
Myrtaceae family (including eucalypts). 
 
We have so many threatened species because national and state governments don’t invest 
enough money in protecting our natural heritage, and environmental protections have been 
rolled back in favour of economic development.  
 
Show us the money 
 
Over the past three years the federal government has invested A$210 million in threatened 
species. This annual investment of A$70 million each year is minuscule compared with the 
government’s revenue (0.017% of A$416.9 billion).  
 
It includes projects under the National Landcare Program, Green Army (much of which didn’t 
help threatened species) and the 20 Million Trees program.  
 
The A$14 million that the prospectus hopes to raise is a near-negligible proportion of annual 
revenue (0.003%). 
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Globally, the amount of money needed to prevent extinctions and recover threatened species is 
at least ten times more than what is being spent.  
 
In Australia, A$40 million each year would prevent the loss of 45 mammals, birds and reptiles 
from the Kimberley region. 
 
The inescapable truth is that Australia’s conservation spend needs to be in the billions, not the 
current and grossly inadequate tens of millions, to reverse the disastrous state of the 
environment.  
 
Can we afford it? The 2016 Defence White Paper outlines an expansion of Australia’s defence 
expenditure from A$32.4 billion in 2016-17 to A$58.7 billion by 2025, even though the 
appropriate level of investment is extremely uncertain. 
 
We are more certain that our biodiversity will continue to decline with current funding levels. 
Every State of the Environment report shows ongoing biodiversity loss at relatively stable, low-
level funding. 
 
And what will happen if industry won’t open its wallets? Will the government close the funding 
gap, or shrug its shoulders, hoping the delay between committing a species to extinction and 
the actual event will be long enough to avoid accountability?  
 
In the past few years we’ve seen the extinction of the Christmas Island forest skink, the 
Christmas Island pipistrelle, and the Bramble Cay melomys with no public inquiry. Academics 
have been left to probe the causes, and there is no clear line of government responsibility or 
mechanism to provide enough funding to help prevent more extinctions. 
 
Popularity poll 
 
Another problem is the prospectus’s bias towards the cute and cuddly, reflecting the prejudice in 
the Commonwealth Threatened Species Strategy. The strategy and prospectus make the 
assumption that potential benefactors are inclined to fork out for a freckled duck, but not for a 
Fitzroy land snail. 
  
The prospectus includes almost half of Australia’s threatened mammals (listed under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act) and one-fifth of the threatened birds. 
 
Other groups are woefully represented, ranging from 13% of threatened reptiles to just 1% of 
threatened plants and none of the listed threatened invertebrates. The prospectus does not 
even mention spectacular and uniquely Australian threatened crayfish, snails, velvet worms, 
beetles, butterflies, moths and other insects. 
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The allocation of funds is equally problematic. We found that birds received the most money 
(A$209,000 per species on average), followed by mammals and plants. 
 

 
  
Raising new funds to help save iconic species is valuable, and can help other species. This 
focus on birds and mammals wouldn’t be a problem if the government were to pick up the tab 
for the less popular threatened species.  
 
But it hasn’t. That means our threatened species program will continue to be exceptionally 
biased, while many more species vanish forever, with little acknowledgement.  
 
We think that the prospectus, despite its biases, is a positive initiative. It is vital to engage 
society, including business and wealthy philanthropists, in the care of Australia’s natural 
heritage. But it also highlights how little the government is willing to invest in preserving our 
threatened wildlife and ecosystems.  
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Attachment B 
 

Question No :  45 

Hearing :  Budget Estimates 

Outcome :  Outcome 1 

Program :  Biodiversity Conservation Division (BCD) 

Topic :   Article published in the Conversation 

Hansard Page : 65 

Question Date :  22 May 2017 

Question Type :  Spoken 

Senator Whish-Wilson asked: 

Senator WHISH-WILSON:  Sure. I note the terms of reference of the Threatened Species 
Commissioner. One of your roles, Mr Andrews, is to lead efforts to report on outcomes of 
conservation activities for prior threatened species, including the effectiveness of specific 
investments and achievements. So I understand why you would respond. That is perfectly 
understandable from my point of view. One of your other roles is to work collaboratively with 
scientists; that is next. I think in this case those two things are contradictory. We have been 
contacted by the scientists, who felt very intimidated by this particular exchange. Finally, 
perhaps you could—you can take it on notice—let the committee know what was erroneous 
about that article. I understand you still have not communicated that.  
 Mr Andrews:  I would be delighted to say what is erroneous about it. It made an assertion—I 
cannot remember the exact number—that only 20 or 17 plants were being saved. That is the 
first. They actually said—and I accepted—that the projects were good projects.  
 CHAIR:  So, Mr Andrews, you did have the offer to take that question on notice.  
 Mr Andrews:  Sorry.  
CHAIR:  You have already corrected yourself once, if not twice, in this answer. If you are not 
quite sure of all the facts, it might be better to be accurate and take it on notice so that we do 
not have to go back and clarify it later. 

Answer: 

The Conversation Article Government needs to front up billions, not millions, to save Australia’s 
threatened species, published on 21 March 2017: 

Wrongly asserts that the Australian Government is “outsourcing conservation investment and 
responsibility” through the Prospectus and wrongly implies that the Government is hoping for a 
“delay” in securing funding. 

The Australian Government is taking unprecedented responsibility and actions to protect 
and recover our threatened species. In 2014, the Australian Government appointed 
Australia’s first Threatened Species Commissioner to focus national attention and 
mobilise support for threatened species.  In 2015, the Government brought together all 
of Australia’s states and territories and key players at Australia’s first ever Threatened 
Species Summit and launched the landmark Threatened Species Strategy.  The 
Strategy is Australia’s first national policy to drive conservation efforts in the fight against 
extinction. The Australian Government has backed the Strategy with over $228 million to 
resource over 1,000 projects in support of threatened species.  The Strategy has 
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measureable and time-bound targets, with regular reporting milestones to ensure 
accountability. 

The Threatened Species Prospectus extends this action and is already generating 
investment support. Since its launch in February 2017, the Strategy has mobilised 
commitment of more than $2.7 million for Australia’s plants and animals. San Diego Zoo 
Global has committed to fund a $500,000 project to completion to support the platypus 
and at least five threatened freshwater fish species. Organisations like Birdlife Australia, 
the Foundation for Australia’s Most Endangered Species and World Wildlife Fund 
Australia are partnering with the Australian Government through the Prospectus to 
mobilise significant philanthropic contributions. The Australian Government has also 
promoted crowdfunding as an opportunity for individual citizens to contribute.  Some 
$86,000 has been raised by Birdlife Australia and Parks Australia to establish an 
insurance population of the Norfolk Island Green Parrot.   

Wrongly counts that the Threatened Species Prospectus aims to raise only $14 million a year.   

The Threatened Species Prospectus does not have an annual fundraising target.  The 
total value of the 51 projects in the Prospectus is $50,230,800. The Prospectus is not 
time bound.  

Wrongly counts that the Threatened Species Prospectus covers only 1 per cent of Australia’s 
threatened plants.   

Two hundred and eleven of Australia’s threatened plants are represented in, and will 
benefit directly from, projects in the Prospectus. That represents 16 per cent of the total 
number of plants listed as threatened.  The Safeguarding Australia’s Threatened Gum 
Trees project alone will directly benefit 75 species of threatened eucalypts. This 
represents 5.9% of Australia’s threatened plants. 

In addition to the 211 threatened plants that will be supported directly, hundreds more 
plants and ecological communities will benefit from the Prospectus indirectly through 
prioritised umbrella impacts of these projects.  Umbrella benefits are where more 
species than those directly targeted - and in many cases entire ecosystems – enjoy 
beneficial outcomes. The Ensuring Safe Passage for Cassowaries project, for example, 
will increase cassowary survival, improve habitat connectivity and tackle threats like feral 
pigs and fires. The cassowary is a major seed disperser of up to 180 rainforest plants, 
45 of which are almost exclusively dispersed by the species. It plays an important role in 
maintaining the diversity of the habitat it shares with other species. Protecting the 
cassowary helps support 83 threatened plants that share its habitat.  Similarly, the 
Boosting Numbats for the Future project will grow populations of these important termite 
eaters which help keep endangered woodlands and the threatened plants that grow in 
them healthy.   
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Wrongly asserts that the Threatened Species Prospectus has a “bias” towards “cute and 
cuddly” species and that this is a “prejudice” of the Threatened Species Strategy.   

Australia’s Threatened Species Strategy and the Prospectus are not biased or 
prejudiced to “cute and cuddly” species.  The Strategy and Prospectus are based on 
science, action and partnership and conservation and social science-based principles for 
prioritising resources and effort.  The Strategy, which the Prospectus sits under, has four 
key focus areas: tackling feral cats, improving habitat, creating safe havens for species 
at risk, and intervening in emergencies to avoid extinctions.  The Strategy’s Action Plan 
has 2020 targets to recover mammals, birds and plants, to tackle feral cats and to 
improve recovery practices.  The focus on improving recovery practices is helping to 
drive coordinated effort for all our threatened species.   

Just some of the species and groups of species that the Strategy and Prospectus 
support and which are arguably not so cute and cuddly include:  the Five-clawed worm-
skink; the Greater wart-nosed horseshoe bat; a number of native rats including the 
Wopilkara, Dayang and Antina; Stoddart’s Helicarionid land snail; the Shield-backed 
trapdoor spider; Vanderschoors stag beetle; the Border thick-tailed ghecko; Bead 
glasswort; the Blind velvet worm, the Christmas island spleenwort; the Leafless tongue 
orchid; the Central north burrowing crayfish; two trees, two orchids, and three daisies 
that don’t even have names on Norfolk Island; MacGillvray spyridium; and Subtropical 
and temperate coastal saltmarsh ecological community and the Arnhem Plateau 
sandstone shrubland complex ecological community.   

Actions that drive the Threatened Species Strategy’s mammal, bird and plant targets 
benefit many more species and entire ecosystems beyond those directly targeted.  The 
Strategy and Prospectus prioritise the conservation-science principle of umbrella action 
and impacts.  For example, the Mallee fowl is a targeted species in the Strategy 
benefiting from $4.6 million in Australian Government support and the Prospectus 
extends this with a $250,000 Saving the Iconic Mallee Fowl from Feral Cats project.  The 
Mallee fowl shares its range with over 500 threatened species across four states.  
Actions to improve and reconnect Mallee fowl habitat and tackle its threats benefit many 
of these directly and indirectly.  Some of the arguably no so “cute” species that benefit 
from Mallee fowl recovery include: Hamelin ctenotus; Prickly rasp wort; the Bronze 
snake lizard; Quartz-loving synaphea; and a native bee and a native shrub both of which 
have yet to be given names.  

Targeting Australia’ mammals for recovery is not based on ‘prejudice’.  It is based on 
good conservation science and prioritisation.  Australia’s mammals have endured the 
highest level of extinctions relative to other taxonomic groups.  Indeed, Australia has 
endured what is perhaps the highest rate of mammal extinctions in the modern world.  
Further, as relatively high-level trophic scale species, mammals provide important 
ecosystem services to many species and groups of species below them on the trophic 
scale.  Bilbies, for example, are ecosystem engineers.  Each bilby turns over seven 
tonnes of dirt annually and this helps bilby ecosystems and the individual plants and 
animals growing in them to stay healthy and resilient.  Bilbies compost, nutrient recycle, 
reduce bush fire fuel loads, help percolation of rain into the water table, and promote 
plant regeneration.  This ecosystem support extends right down to fungi and lichens.   
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The Prospectus has 25 projects that tackle feral cats which put extinction pressure on 
124 of Australia’s threatened species including so-called less cute and cuddly species 
like frogs, turtles, geckos, skinks, snakes, native rats, native mice and bats.  The Greater 
wart-nosed horseshoe bat, the Giant burrowing frog, the Ningaloo worm lizard and the 
White-eyed river diver, for example, are threatened by feral cats and although arguably 
not so “cute and cuddly”, benefit from the feral cat targets.   

The Kakadu Feral Knockdown Prospectus project will undertake intensive, targeted feral 
animal eradication across Kakadu National Park. Culling feral cats, pigs and buffalo in 
Kakadu, will improve habitat and support at least three threatened plants, four 
threatened fish, eight threatened reptiles, seven threatened birds, nine threatened 
mammals and one ecological community.  The Bare-rumped sheathtailed bat, the Plains 
death adder, and three endangered shrubs that have yet to be given names are 
arguably some of the not so “cute and cuddly” species that the Prospectus supports in 
Kakadu.   

Finally, making an assumption that the Prospectus’ celebration of Australia’s iconic and 
beautiful species represents a bias towards “cute and cuddly” species demonstrates 
limited awareness of how social science and contemporary marketing practice can 
advance environmental outcomes.  The Prospectus intentionally draws upon, promotes 
and celebrates images of iconic species and ecological settings.  Social science, 
community-based social marketing, and best practice advertising and promotion have 
demonstrated that successful investment prospectuses are ones that have a strong and 
clear value proposition which resonates with potential investors.  They utilise evocative 
imagery and uncomplicated messaging to attract and secure investment and community 
engagement towards achieving strong environmental outcomes.   

 

 



BACKPOCKET BRIEF   

THREATENED SPECIES STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, October 2017 

Key messages and progress 

• Since 2014, more than $236 million (NB. publically available number is $228 million) 
has been committed to projects in support of threatened species.  

• This equates to over 1000 projects delivering outcomes for threatened species. 
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BACKPOCKET BRIEF –  

FUNDING MOBILISED  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, OCTOBER 2017 

 

FUNDING MOBILISED TO SUPPORT THREATENED SPECIES OUTCOMES AND THE 
DELIVERY OF THE THREATENED SPECIES STRATEGY 

 

Key messages 

• As at 10 October 2017 more than $236 million has been mobilised to projects in support of 
threatened species. NB. Latest publically announced figure is more than $228 million  for 
over 1000 projects. 

• The Strategy motivates and encourages investment from a wide array of sources, including 
state and territory governments, business and non-government sectors. Both the Strategy 
and the prospectus are coordinating frameworks for national effort.   

• The majority of these projects have been funded through Australian Government natural 
resource funding including the National Landcare Programme, the Green Army and 20 
Million Trees. 

• A breakdown of funding by program is at Attachment A . 

• See next brief “on ground examples” for information on some of the projects being 
delivered. 

 

Reasons for the change 

• The increase from 228 million to 236 million is due to the inclusion of 44 Green Army 
Election Commitments now contracted, and the inclusion of Targeted Threatened Species 
Strategy Projects Rd 3. 

- NB. Targeted Threatened Species Strategy Projects Rd 2 has reduced from 9 projects 
to 8 and $475,000 to $392,735 due to finalised figures after contracting of procurements. 
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BACK POCKET BRIEF –  

Leasing of native animals 

 SENATE ESTIMATES, October 2017 

Background: 

• The former Threatened Species Commissioner has spoken publically about the role that leasing 

animals may have as tools to leverage funds for conservation. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
'Leasing' rare animals flagged as a way to fund 
wildlife conservation programs 
By Gregg Borschmann 

Updated 6 Oct 2017, 8:02pmFri 6 Oct 2017, 8:02pm  

Photo: Platypus unsuited to breeding programs could create a 
revenue source for conservation projects. (Supplied: Australia Zoo)  

Related Story: Cats are killing more than 1 million birds in Australia every day 

Map: Australia 

• Australia should consider 'leasing' its rare and endangered wildlife as 'ambassadors for conservation' to raise cash for 
conservation programs, similar to what China already does with the giant panda. 

KEY POINTS: 

• Threatened Species commissioner leaving after three years 

• Conservation groups want more clout from the role 

• Departing commissioner says there are bigger problems than land clearing 

That is the parting advice from Australia's Threatened Species commissioner, Gregory Andrews, who is leaving after three 
years in the job. 

"Each panda bear that's overseas from China brings in at least $1 million a year on a novated lease," Mr Andrews told Radio 
National Breakfast. 

"That's something that I've been encouraging … the same principle here in Australia, sharing some of our wildlife, of course 
with the utmost care and only with the most reputable zoos, but using that money to fund the conservation actions back here in 
Australia." 

The retiring commissioner also claimed Victoria's critically endangered Leadbeater's possum had made a spectacular recovery 
in recent years. 

IT'S NOT ALL ABOUT LAND CLEARING 
He said rising land clearing rates in Queensland were not the biggest problem for Australia's declining biodiversity. 

Rather, the number one threat is the feral cat, followed by foxes, fire, habitat loss and climate change. 
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Photo: Tree thinning in Queensland's Western Downs, as seen from above in May. (World Wildlife Fund)  

"If  you look at where we've had the greatest rates of faunal decline, where Australia has had the highest levels of reductions in 
our animals has been on the Nullarbor Plain," he said. 

"On the Nullarbor Plain, I can tell you there is virtually no land clearing. 

"So, we focus on all the threats. The Threatened Species Strategy has a specific action area on habitat, and we invest a huge 
amount in habitat restoration". 

The former commissioner, who is moving to the senior executive ranks of the Department of Foreign Affairs, argued that 
animals such as the orange-bellied parrot and the platypus could raise cash for biodiversity conservation. 

"The orange-bellied parrots that no longer are breeding, that are too old to breed, or don't have the right genes, they could be 
sent to some of the world's best zoos and be ambassadors for conservation like China does. 

"Australia (is sharing) two platypus with San Diego Zoo in San Diego (and) in return, San Diego Zoo will be investing half a 
million dollars in platypus eDNA back here in Australia." 

And he said there was good news for the critically endangered Leadbeater's possum. 

Mr Andrews said when he took the job in 2014 he was told there were only about 2,000 of the animals in the wild in Victoria. 

"What I've been told by two of Australia's best mammal scientists is that there could be well over 20,000 Leadbeater's possums 
now, but also, that the possums are better adapting to wood-harvested areas than we thought previously," he said. 

Photo: Victoria's Leadbeater's possum may not be 
'critically endangered' much longer. (David Lindenmayer)  

The commissioner confirmed Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg had recently asked the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee to review possum protection, opening the door to downgrading the species' critically endangered status. 
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CALLS FOR MORE POWERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL WATCHDOGS 
Mr Andrews is moving on after three years in the job, with a new commissioner yet to be appointed and mixed feelings 
amongst key conservation groups about the effectiveness of the on-going role. 

The concerns include a lack of independent political clout and significant new funding. 

"Despite his efforts, there are now more species on the threatened list, habitat protection funding is non-existent and threats like 
runaway habitat bulldozing and climate change are getting worse", according to Dr Martin Taylor, WWF manager of Protected 
Areas and Conservation Science. 

Lyndon Schneiders, National Campaigns Manager for the Wilderness Society said: "We need someone whose job is not to 
'brightside' and sugar-coat when governments are failing — and this has been the reality under Mr Andrews". 

WWF praised the out-going commissioner personally, but said he hadn't turned around the extinction crisis. 

"We enjoyed working with Gregory, a passionate and tireless commissioner. Sadly, the commissioner's scope for changing the 
game is frustrated by not holding the purse strings, and not having compliance oversight," Dr Taylor said. 

The Wilderness Society wants to see a more powerful and independent role. 

"A senior and powerful voice inside Government who is an advocate for Australian wildlife and nature is a good thing," 
according to the society's Mr Schneiders. 

He said Australia's environment policy needed a shake-up. 

"We need new national environment laws that don't just triage the worst of what's happening in the natural environment … we 
need a strong and independent institution, like a national Environment Protection Authority." 

Mr Schneiders said a statutorily independent EPA should have "the power and authority to force the Government into action 
and actually deliver plans and policies that protect and strengthen the environment, rather than simply managing the long-term 
decline of the natural world, which is what our existing laws are doing." 

 

 



BACKPOCKET BRIEF –  

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND MEDIA SUMMARY  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, OCTOBER 2017 
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newmatilda.com: It’s The Habitat Destruction, Stupid 

 

Suzanne Milthorpe 

10 October 2017 

 

The Federal Government’s Threatened Species Commissioner, Gregory Andrews, told ABC 
Radio last Friday that wide-scale destruction of habitat isn’t a ‘key’ threat to our wildlife. The 
science says he’s demonstrably, dangerously wrong, writes Suzanne Milthorpe. 

Australia deserves a Threatened Species Commissioner that tells the truth about what’s killing 
our native animals, and a Federal Government that has a plan to actually stop their extinction. 

Gregory Andrews comments came one day after shocking new deforestation and land-clearing 
figures came out of Queensland, where 395,000 hectares of trees were bulldozed last year. 

That’s an MCG-sized area of forest and bushland bulldozed almost every 3 minutes, in 
Queensland alone. 

Unsurprisingly, all this destruction has had a devastating impact on our wildlife. The CSIRO 
has estimated that deforestation kills about 50 million mammals, birds and reptiles each year 
in Queensland and New South. These numbers don’t include Western Australia, which doesn’t 
publish figures on how many trees they’re pulling down. 

But the Commissioner went even further off-track when it comes to Victoria’s state animal, the 
Leadbeater’s (or Fairy) Possum. Mr Andrews claims that their numbers are increasing of the 
back of a survey of just 29 animals. Strange, given any other scientist would tell you their 
numbers have decreased by up to two thirds in the last 16 years. 

The Greater Glider, which also lives in the same forests as the Possum, has recently been 
listed as vulnerable to extinction. The Federal Government’s own conservation advice on the 
Glider lists the effects of habitat loss on this species as ‘catastrophic’. It doesn’t quite jive with 
the Commissioner’s public comments. 
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Even more perversely, the Commissioner suggested that Leadbeater’s Possums are 
“adapting” well to logging, despite the fact that logging is quite literally destroying the only 
homes they have. One wonders how well Mr Andrews would adapt if someone pulled down 
not only his home, but his whole city. 

Maybe the Commissioner would be better informed if he had a peek at the recent national 
State of the Environment Report. The Report has been published by the Federal Government 
every five years since 1996, and pulls together all the best science on what’s happening to our 
animals, plants, water and soils. 

The 2016 State of the Environment Report is clear about the threat posed by habitat loss, 
largely driven by deforestation and logging. It tells us that habitat loss has led to the extinction 
of 11 Australian mammals, and is a major threat to another 24. In fact, half of all the native 
species listed as threatened in Australia are considered to be at risk from Australia’s nasty 
national addiction to pulling down trees, and bulldozing wildlife habitat. 

The Report also references a 2015 survey of leading scientists by the Ecological Society of 
Australia, in which habitat loss was ranked as the highest existing threat to biodiversity in 
Australia (with climate change quickly coming up the ranks). 

 

The Commissioner did get one thing right: climate change and invasive species like cats are a 
huge threat to our native species. But nature doesn’t work in silos. It’s a system, where threats 
pile on threats until nature collapses under the load. 

Australian emissions from tree clearing have increased dramatically in recent years, equivalent 
to a third of all emissions from coal-fired power generation. And cleared areas are much more 
vulnerable to invasive species. It’s much easier for a cat to grab an animal if there are no trees 
around for it to escape up. 

So the Threatened Species Commissioner is wrong about the threat from deforestation, he’s 
wrong about the Possum and he’s wrong about the way these threats interact. The fact that 
the man taking taxpayer’s money to protect our native species has had a triple-credibility 
bypass is a big problem. 
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But this misstep has exposed an even bigger one: we have no real plan to fix these threats 
and save our native animals. 

Animals like the Leadbeater’s Possum are supposedly protected under our national 
environment laws, as are the koalas that are being killed in droves in Queensland. But state 
governments around the country continue to not only allow but actively promote the activities 
that are directly causing their extinction. 

Our wildlife is caught in a broken system, and it needs a complete overhaul before it’s too late. 

Australian’s love our weird, wacky and wonderful wildlife. We always have. We deserve a 
government that will step up and lead the states and territories in a truly national effort to 
protect the environment. Because the simple truth is that without fundamental change, the 
destruction will not, and cannot, end. 

Our wildlife will continue to die in their thousands, and threatened species will slide further 
towards extinction. And that is not only a tragedy for them, but for every Australian.  
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BACKPOCKET BRIEF –  

20 Million Trees  

 SENATE ESTIMATES, October 2017 

 

Progress update 

• To date the 20 Million Trees Programme has committed over $42 million  (GST exclusive) 
through nearly 160 projects  to deliver more than 12 million trees  that support threatened 
species (2 example projects at Attachment A  below). 

• In December 2015 63 Round 2 grants  providing outcomes for 73 different threatened 
species  (listed at Attachment B  below). 
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Attachment A 

20 MILLION TREES – THREATENED SPECIES EXAMPLE PROJECTS 

Project: Yellingbo and surrounding reserves   

$1.7m Funded through the 20MT large scale national service provider component this 
project is planting 650,000 trees. Benefitting both the critically endangered Helmeted 
Honeyeater  and Leadbeater's Possum  (lowland population).  Friends Groups and 
Greening Australia (GA) working with multiple partners to increase the extent of habitat by 
100ha.   

(they also received a $100k grant through round 1 for additional reveg at Yellingbo) 
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OFFICE OF THE THREATENED SPECIES COMMISSIONER 

 

BACKPOCKET BRIEF – 

 SPECIES SPECIFIC – BIRDS, MAMMALS AND PLANTS 

 SENATE ESTIMATES, October 2017 

Key messages  

• 24 targeted mammals and birds  were announced at the Threatened Species Summit 
on 16 July 2015, including four emergency intervention species (Leadbeater’s possum, 
central rock-rat, orange-bellied parrot and western ground parrot.)  

• Emergency intervention species   - action underway 

o Leadbeater’s possum – Leadbeater’s possum Action Plan 

� Total $2.5 million in funding  

• $1.8 million for 790 000 trees under 20 Million Trees 

• $700 000 under NESP for science-based research 

� Updated recovery plan  
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Threatened Species Strategy Action Plan 2015-16 
20 mammals by 2020 
 

The Action Plan 2015-16 identifies 12 threatened mammals for action that will grow their 
populations. They were identified by the Office of the Threatened Species Commissioner in 
response to expert input and consultation with the scientific community, and through 
consideration against the principles for prioritisation in the Threatened Species Strategy. 

The remaining eight mammals will be identified in one year through community consultation. 

Mala  
 
Listing status: Endangered  
 
The mala is a small and highly susceptible 
marsupial that once occurred across most of 
Australia before the arrival of feral cats and 
foxes. It is now listed as endangered and 
limited to feral-free areas. While genetically 
similar to other small kangaroo-like 
marsupials, mala perform an important 
environmental function by assisting with 
composting and soil improvement. 

Immediate actions for the mala are focused on captive populations, with a longer-term goal of 
release into the open landscape where feral predators are controlled. At present, recovery in 
feral-free areas is feasible with fenced areas having proven effective in avoiding the species’ 
extinction. Parks Australia and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy are committed to mala 
conservation. Establishment costs for predator proof enclosures can be relatively high, but 
where the mala is paired with other species for conservation the economies of scale can 
reduce costs significantly. As a species present on a Commonwealth National Park, Uluru 
Kata Tjuta National Park, we are committed to demonstrating best-practice conservation for 
the mala.  
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Mountain 
pygmy-possum  
 
Listing status: Endangered  
 
The mountain pygmy-possum is a very 
small and charismatic endangered 
possum endemic to the snow-covered 
alpine regions of Victoria and New South 
Wales. Mountain pygmy-possums are an 
important part of the conservation story in 
alpine regions and used as a flagship by 
national parks services. 

Acting to reduce the threat of feral cats is likely to have significant measurable benefits for 
mountain pygmy-possums. In addition, improving their genetic resilience, through gene-pool 
widening, will help the species adapt to a changing climate. Climate change is a major threat 
to the possum because as their habitat changes, hibernation patterns alter and food sources 
become scarcer. As the possums are forced to spend more time foraging in the open, the 
hunting efficiency of feral cats increases. 

Reducing feral cat numbers in mountain pygmy-possum habitat is likely to have a more 
immediate effect than other actions. Feral cat control will also have an umbrella effect by 
helping other species that share the same habitat, like the Konoom, or smoky mouse, 
(endangered) and the broad-toothed rat (vulnerable in NSW). 

Partnerships between the Australian Government, state governments, ski resorts and the 
university sector are in place and critical to recovery. Work to broaden the gene pool and 
prevent inbreeding is being driven by best practice science. On ground actions to tackle feral 
cats connects the efforts of partners with opportunities in government programmes. 

Greater bilby  
 
Listing status: Vulnerable 

  
The greater bilby is one of Australia’s 
most iconic yet threatened marsupial 
species. The Australian community has a 
strong cultural connection to this 
vulnerable species and it plays a crucial 
role in the environment by helping to 
improve soil quality and water retention. 

Like all small mammals in Australia, a key 
threat to the bilby’s survival is predation by feral cats and foxes. Wild bilby populations persist 
in the Northern Territory and Western Australia, while the population in Queensland appears to 
be under increased pressure. Feral-free exclosures and management of fire regimes have 
been shown to work; when feral cats are removed, bilbies thrive. Exclosure fencing can have 
relatively high infrastructure costs, but the need for a secure insurance population is high. 
Over the longer-term, landscape level feral cat management will allow for releases of fenced 
populations back into the wild. 
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Community support and partnerships to save the bilby are strong, with involvement of 
conservation organisations, zoos, wildlife parks, the Save the Bilby Foundation, state and 
Australian governments and the community. Further assistance through improving habitat 
quality and feral cat management can be supported through the National Landcare 
Programme and Green Army, and scientific knowledge and understanding of recovery can be 
boosted via the National Environmental Science Programme. 

Golden bandicoot 
 
Listing status: Vulnerable  
 
The golden bandicoot is one of two 
bandicoots included in the initial list of 
priority mammals. Golden bandicoots are 
severely affected by feral cat predation 
with ongoing declines on the mainland, 
compared to the relative stability of close 
relative populations on our islands. 
Considered to have high uniqueness by the Action Plan for Australian Mammals 2012, glolden 
bandicoots also have strong relevance to Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities. 

With predation by feral cats a key driver of declines, reducing this threat across the landscape 
as well as completely removing the threat among insurance populations in fenced areas has a 
high chance of recovery success. Landscape feral cat management will also help the species 
with which the golden bandicoot shares habitat, including the northern quoll (endangered), 
partridge pigeon (vulnerable), koorrawal, or golden-backed tree-rat, (vulnerable) and the black-
flanked rock-wallaby (vulnerable). 

Existing actions are leveraging additional investment, while connection with the National 
Landcare Programme, Green Army and Indigenous Ranger Groups can boost partnerships 
further. In addition, Australian Wildlife Conservancy and Western Australian Department of 
Parks and Wildlife commitment to this species bodes well for sustained protection and 
recovery. 

Numbat   
 
Listing status: Vulnerable 

  
The numbat is an iconic small mammal severely 
affected by invasive predators (foxes and feral 
cats). Officially listed as vulnerable, numbat 
numbers in the wild have been experiencing 
long-term decline.  Numbats are highly unique 
according to the Action Plan for Australian 

Mammals 2012 and are broadly known and 
loved in the community.  

Releases of numbats into the open landscape have proven difficult, with persistent predation 
reducing success. But with an active breeding population at Perth Zoo, successful recovery in 
feral-free exclosures, motivated community groups like ‘Project Numbat’, and ongoing fox and 
feral cat baiting, success is possible. In the short-term, increased investment through feral 
exclosures will increase the chance of reversing the species’ trajectory. Landscape feral cat 
management will help other species that share the same habitat. 
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Building and leveraging existing involvement of the Western Australian Government and 
community interest will help to deliver value for money, especially when linked to greater effort 
through the National Landcare Programme and Green Army. 

Brush-tailed rabbit-rat   
 
Listing status: Vulnerable 
 
With a distribution across monsoonal Northern 
Australia, the brush-tailed rabbit-rat is most 
notable for its large eyes and long and tufted tail. 
The existing Australian population is considered 
highly unique by the Action Plan for Australian 

Mammals 2012.  The species is known as 
‘pakooma’ by some Indigenous groups. 

A long breeding season and multiple litters per 
year mean rapid recovery is achievable if the key 
threats can be mitigated. Threats to the species 
include inappropriate fire regimes, habitat loss, invasive herbivores and feral cats. Managing 
these threats in the open landscape will have an umbrella effect, by supporting the threatened 
partridge pigeon, masked owl, golden-backed tree-rat, Butler’s dunnart, yellow-snouted gecko, 
northern quoll, golden bandicoot and Gouldian finch that share the same habitat.  

Partnerships with state governments and conservation groups will leverage investment in the 
species. The species occurs across the Northern Territory, Rangelands (WA) and Southern 
Gulf (Qld) Natural Resource Management Regions; partnering with these groups through the 
National Landcare Programme and Green Army can also help to deliver positive outcomes for 
brush-tailed rabbit-rats. 

Eastern bettong  
 
Listing status: Extinct on the mainland 
 
Once a familiar sight across south 
eastern Australia, this small kangaroo-
like marsupial is now highly threatened 
by feral cats and foxes.  It was driven to 
extinction on the mainland but has 
survived in Tasmania due to the 
absence of foxes there.  

Small numbers of the species have been reintroduced to the mainland at Mulligan’s Flat feral-
free area on the outskirts of Canberra.  Comprehensive reintroduction to the mainland can 
help fulfil an important ecosystem function —eastern bettongs’ scratching and foraging 
improves water retention in the soil, increases composting and supports the threatened box 
gum woodlands that it resides in. Reintroductions can also create an insurance against losses 
in Tasmania, identified in the Action Plan for Australian Mammals 2012. 
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Success is possible with establishment of populations in feral-free enclosures before release 
of animals into the landscape, in tandem with intensive control of threats like foxes and feral 
cats. There will be benefits to other threatened species that share the same habitat, and the 
box gum woodland ecological community in which they live. 

Partnerships for eastern bettongs are established and leverage philanthropic funding.  
Community groups are engaged and Australian Government programmes such as the Green 
Army are already supporting the recovery of the eastern bettong and can be expanded further. 

Western quoll  
 
Listing status: Vulnerable  
  
Western quolls previously occupied 
nearly 70 per cent of Australia, 
occurring in every state and territory. 
Today, they are found only in south-
west Western Australia and in 
insurance populations, including a 
recently reintroduced population in 
the Flinders Ranges, South Australia. 
The western quoll is one of Australia’s native predators and is important for rebalancing local 
ecosystems in favour of native species. For this reason, actions to protect the species have an 
umbrella effect and improve ecosystem function for the benefit of native species.  

A key threat to the survival of the western quoll is predation by feral cats and foxes. Intensive 
feral cat and fox management has been proven to support quoll recovery. Reintroduction 
efforts such as those in the Flinders Ranges have potential for expansion through partnerships 
that draw on the National Landcare Programme and the Green Army.    

Community support and existing action for the western quoll is robust, with engagement from 
state and the Australian government and strong potential for more philanthropic and corporate 
investment. Non-government organisations and the Indigenous community are involved and 
actively support recovery actions for the western quoll. 

Kangaroo Island 
dunnart 
 
Listing status: Endangered  
 
The Kangaroo Island dunnart is loved by the 
locals as the island’s only endemic mammal 
and is a flagship for ecosystem health on 
Kangaroo Island. Major threats to the 
species include predation by feral cats, 
wildfire and inappropriate fire regimes, and 
reduced food supply due to plant death. 
Actions to address these threats will not only 
protect the dunnart, but also offer protection to other species that share the ecosystem, and 
improve ecosystem health overall. 
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Bold and united action has begun on Kangaroo Island to eradicate feral cats and contribute to 
the protection and recovery of the Kangaroo Island dunnart. The local council, NRM body, 
farmers and the broader local community are strongly engaged. Strong partnership potential 
and local community participation boosts the likelihood of success for the species and the 
potential for enduring outcomes. Positive links with the National Landcare Programme, Green 
Army and existing Australian Government programme investments increase likelihood of 
success.     

Eastern barred 
bandicoot  
 
Listing status: Endangered on the 
mainland  

  
The eastern barred bandicoot is the 
second bandicoot included in this 
priority list. Once distributed across 
the south eastern corner of Australia, 
eastern barred bandicoots are now 
considered endangered on the 
mainland. The eastern barred bandicoot has high genetic distinctiveness according to the 
Action Plan for Australian Mammals 2012; there is also an increasing community awareness of 
the need to protect the species. 

Like so many of Australia’s small mammals, key threats include predation by red foxes and 
feral cats. Risks from disease and habitat loss are also significant. Establishment of insurance 
populations has proven to be successful and further intensive management of captive 
populations before release into the landscape, in tandem with intensive feral animal control, is 
likely to improve the trajectory of the species. Landscape management of feral predators, 
including eradication from enclosures and islands, as well as use of innovative measures such 
as guardian dogs to protect the species from feral cats in the wild, will also benefit other 
mammals, birds and insects that share the same habitat. 

Strong involvement in recovery by community groups, state governments and the zoo sector 
increases the likelihood of long-term success and leverages funding from multiple sources that 
can complement National Landcare Programme and Green Army support. 

Central rock-rat – 
emergency 
intervention  
 
Listing status: Endangered  
 
Expert ecologists have raised concerns 
that the central rock-rat is at risk of 
extinction, with significant recent declines 
and only two known locations of the 
species in the West MacDonnell Ranges. 
Known as an ‘Antina’ in the local Indigenous language, without early and immediate 
intervention this species could easily become extinct. 
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Threats to the central rock-rat include inappropriate fire, feral cats and foxes, invasive 
herbivores and exotic grasses. By controlling these threats in the landscape with experimental 
aerial baiting and more intensive landscape manipulation we can improve the chance of 
central rock-rats surviving in the wild. Further, by taking some into captivity and developing 
breeding programmes in feral-free exclosures, we will be able to establish an insurance 
population. 

Scientific experts, the Northern Territory Government and land managers are joining with the 
Australian Government to take emergency actions for the central rock-rat. 

Leadbeater’s Possum – 
emergency 
intervention 
 
Listing status: Critically Endangered  
 
The Leadbeater’s possum is a charismatic 
and iconic Australian possum and the 
faunal emblem of Victoria.  

After carefully considering the advice of the 
independent Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee and submissions from experts and the community, Minister Hunt decided in April 
2015 to uplist the Leadbeater’s possum to critically endangered.   

Leadbeater’s possums have very specific habitat requirements to survive and flourish. Sadly, 
almost half of the possum’s ideal habitat—the old-growth mountain ash forest in the Central 
Highlands of Victoria—was burnt in the 2009 bushfires.  The challenges facing this iconic 
species are significant. It has undergone very severe population declines in recent decades 
with numbers having decreased by more than 80 per cent since the mid 1980s.  

The Australian Government will be working closely with the Victorian Government to find a 
solution which will help save the possum for future generations.  The Department is working 
with Victoria to commence a review and update of the possum’s Recovery Plan.   

Partnerships are in place and can be built upon. The Australian Government is supporting 
Zoos Victoria to create new habitat for the possum and the National Environmental Science 
Programme Threatened Species Recovery Hub will be testing and exploring options to recover 
the species.   

Protecting Leadbeater’s possums will also support other threatened species that share the 
same habitat.   
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